


























T HE 
MONTHLY REVIEW, 


For M A Y, 1778. 
Pee Peter Tritt tier 


Art. 1. The true Principles of Gunnery inveftigated and explained: 
Comprehending Tranilations of Profeffor Eurex s Obfervations 
upon the new Principles of Gunnery, publifhed by the late Mr. 
BenjaMIn Ropins, and that celebrated Author's Difcourfe upon 
the ‘I'rack defcribed by a Body in a refilting Medium, inferted in 
the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Berlin, for the Year 1753. 
To which are added, many neceflary Explanations and Remarks, 
together with Tables calculated for Prattice, the Ufe of which is 
illuftrated by proper Examples; with the Method of folving that 
capital Problem, which reguires the Elevation for the greateft Range 
with any given initial Velocity. By Hugh Brown. 4to. 15s. Boards. 
Nourfe. 1777. 


HE treatife of Mr. Robins, intitled, New Princtples of 

Gunnery, firft printed in 1747, and fince (in 1761) 
publifhed in a colle&tion of his tracts by Dr. Wilfon*, con- 
tains a great variety of important experiments and obfervations, 
which introduced a new theory very different from that which 
had been taught by his predeceflors. Befide many other in- 
quiries concerning the nature and quantity of the force of guns 
powder, its increafe by heat, the law of its diminution as the 
vapour fet loofe in the explofion is dilated, and the velocity ge- 
nerated by a given charge in bails projected from different bar- 
rels, this excellent tract contains a particular inveftigation of the 
refittance of the air, and the difference of its effects on fwift and 
flow motions, In-the courfe of this laborious and accurate in- 
veltigation Mr. Robins difcovered that the refiftance to f{wift 
motions, fuch as thofe of bullets and fhells fhot from cannon 
and mortars, is much greater than any preceding writer had 
apprehended or {tated ; and tho’ Mr. Huygens, Sir Iiaac Newton, 
Bernouilli, and others had obferved, that a curve defcribed by 
a projectile in the air is very different from a parabola, and had 
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* See Monthly Review, vol. xxv. p. 332. 
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alfo inveftigated the nature of this curve, yet Mr. Robins weg 
the firft mathematician who applied this difcovery to ufefy} 
purpofes in practical artillery. His experiments and fpecula- 
tions were very favourably received both at home and abroad; 
and the treatife already mentioned was tranflated by M. Euler 
into the German language: the tranflation was accompanied 
with a large commentary, in which he inveftigated eagh pro. 
pofition, corrected what he thought to be defective, extended 
the fubject, and illuftrated moft of the theorems by examples, 
Of this commentary Dr. Wilion,. the biographer of Mr. Ro- 
bins, and the editor of his tracts, obferves, that it was printed 
at Berlin in 1745, ‘* and Mr. Robins (fays he) foon after in- 
formed me, that M. Euler’s principal objections arofe from 
miftakes ; the fource of which having found out, he intended 
to publifh an anfwer; but from that time continual interrup- 
tions prevented him.” Editor’s Preface to Robins’s Traéts, 
p. 28. 
The remarks of Mr. Euler, together with a paper publifhed 
in the Memoirs of Berlin, are here tranflated into Engolifh: 
‘and ¢ accompanied (fays the Tranflator) with explanatory notes, 
where they were thought neceflary. To which are added a fet 
of new tables, calculated from Mr, Euler’s theory, for finding 
the length of the curve defcribed by a projectile in a refifting 
medium, together with the ordinate and ab/fcifla anfwering to 
every point of the curve, and alfo the time of defcribing the 
whole, or any part of it, and the angle which the curve makes 
with the horizon in any point. The ufe of thefe tables is il 
Juftrated with proper examples, in what is neceffary for an of- 
ficer of artillery to be acquainted with. By the common theory, 
the projectile will return to the horizontal plane with the fame 
velocity as that with which it iflues out of the piece, and the 
angle which the track makes with the horizontal plane, is the 
fame at the exit from the piece as at the fall; but they both 
differ greatly, unlefs the initial velocity be very fmall.’ 

Tr. Robins inferred, from an experiment on ignited gun- 
powder, that its elaitic force is 1000 times greater than that of 
common air, but M. Euler adopts the opinion of M. Daniel 
Bernouilli, in his Hydredynamie, printed at Strafburgh in 1738, 
who makes it 10,cOo times greater. Mr, R. had alfo obferved, 
that air confined in any fpace, and heated to the degree of red- 
hot iron, will be four times more elaftic than air in its natural 
fate; upon which M. Euler remarks, that, though this may 
be the cafe with natural air, ‘* yet there is great reafon to 
queftion whether the fame thing will hold in air fome hundred 
times denfer, fuch as that which is confined in the powder, 
namely, whether its elafticity will, by the heat, become four 
times greater, It flill appears uncertain whether air iome hun- 
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{red times denfer than natural air, and pofleffing the fame de- 
ree of warmth, will be juft as many times more elaftic ; and 
+ ig {till more uncertain whether, if air fo many times denfer 
than the common air, and heated to the degree of red-hot iron, 
will, by being fo heated, have its elaftic force increafed fo as 
to be jut four times greater, notwithftanding this is found to 
be the cafe with air in its natural ftate of denfity.” 

In eftimating the velocity with which a ball quits the piece, 
Mr. Robins lays down two principles ; one of which is, that 
al] the powder of the charge is fired and converted into an 
elattic fuid, before the bullet is fenfibly moved from its place. 
M. Euler, after fuggefting feveral circumftances which are 
omitted, and which ought to have been taken into the account 
in forming this eftimate, exprefles his entire diflatisfaction with 
the fore-mentioned principle; and his objections againft it have 
unqueftionably great weight. After endeavouring to evince that 
the Author’s reafoning, from his own experiments, is not fuf- 
ficient to eftablifh this principle, and accounting for the agree- 
ment of this theorem with the conclufions drawn from his ex- 
periments, he appeals to other experiments, whence it appears 
that the total explofion is not inftantaneous. Thefe were made 
by General Gunther at St. Peterfburgh in 1728.  Amongft 
others, there was one made with a piece whofe cylinder was 
775 Englifh feet long: it was fired vertically with different 
charges. The time from the explofion till the ball’s return to 
the ground was exactly obferved by means of a pendulum ; 
from which Mr. Bernoulli computed the velocity with which 
the ball iffued out of the piece: notwithftanding that he cal- 
culated upon the Newtonian principle of the refiftance, that 
makes not againft our prefent enquiry ; he found that the piece 
being loaded with 1, 4, and 8 ounces of powder, the ball muft 
have alcended in vacuo 541, 13694, 58750 fcet. Then 1 47. 
foot was fawed off the piece, fo that the cylinder was cxa@ly 
6 feet long ; the picce was then fired vertically with the fame 
charges of 1, 4, 8 ounces, and he found thai, in vacuo, the 
ball muft have afcended only 274, 2404, and 6604 feet; fo 
that the 8 ounces carried the ball near g times higher before 
than after the fhortening the piece: therefore the velocity with 
which the ball iffued out of the piece muft have been about 
three times greater in the firft cafe than in the laft. But ac- 
cording to Mr. Robins’s theory, the difference muft have been 
(carcely perceptible: hence it appears that, before the cannon 
was fhortened, a good part, indeed the greateft part of the pow- 
der fired whilft the ball moved through the laft foot and a half 
of the cylinder, ‘The fame conclufion follows in the lefler 
charges, although the difference is not fo great; and hence it 
appears likewile, that the greater the charge is, the more time 
Z 2 wil! 
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will be employed before it all fires; which, of itfelf is almog 
felf-evident. 

¢ The rifficd barrel, which is known to carry much farther 
than a barrel not riffled, is another proof that the powder does 
not fire all at once; for, if it did, the riffled barrel would not 
¢arry near fo far as the other. For confidering the great re. 
fiftance the bail has to overcome in a riffled barrel, even if we 
negleét the motion of the ball round an axis, which requires a 
foree to effect it, there cannot be the leaft doubt entertained 
about it: yet, notwithftanding this great refiftance, a ball ac. 
quires a greater velocity when fired out of a riffled than when 
fired out of a common barrel, when every thing ele is the 
fame. There muft therefore be a much greater force exerted 
jn a riffed than in a common barrel, to overcome the refiftance 
and alfo to communicate a greater velocity to the ball. This 
force is generated by the powder only, which is in both cafes 
the fame. ‘here can be no caufe afligned why the force fhould 
be greater in one than the other, except that in the riffled bar- 
rel all the powder, or at leaft the greatett part, fires before the 
ball quits the piece ; and a fmaller quantity fires in a common 
barrel, “The laft argument feems to give the greateft light into 
the matter in hand, as it proves not only that the powder does 
not fire all at once, but that only a fmall portion of it com- 
monly fires before the ball is out of the piece. For which rea- 
fon the afore-mentioned opinion of Mr. Bernoulli’s becomes the 
more probable, namely, that the elaftic fluid generated by the 
explofion of the powder, has an elaftic force near 10000 times- 
greater than the preflure of the atmofphere, notwithftanding that 
our author makes it only 1000 times greater.’ 

On the fuppofition, the truth of which he had already con- 
tefted, Mr. Euler allows with Mr. Robins that no particular 
form of chambers in guns or mortars can be of any advantage 
with refpect to the increafe of the impelling force. But on the 
contrary fuppofition, that the powder does not fire all at once, 
* the queftion (he fays) comes to this, whether the figure of 
the fpace which contains the powder may not contribute toa 
quicker or flower explofion? For if this queftion be anfwered 
in the affirmative, there can be no doubt but the figure which 
caufes the quickeft explofion is the beft. For the quicker all 
the powder fires, the greater and of the longer continuance will. 
the force which aéts upon the ball be, and the quicker will its 
motion be. That the figure of the chamber contributes not @ 
little to the quicknefs of fiting is eafy to be proved. Confider 
avery long and narrow tube filled with powder, and fired at 
one end. In this cafe the fire will not extend fo. foon to the 
other end as if the tube were fhorter. It is eafy to conceive, 
that if the chamber of a piece confilt of fuch a tong and nat- 
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sow tube, the ball will be impelled from the picce with amuch 
les degree of velocity than if the chamber were fhorter antl 
wider, the charge of powder continuing the fame. Hence, 
slo, it is eafy to conceive, that the powder fires the quicker 
the lefs diftance the grains lie from each other. Now fince 
of all figures under the fame circumference, the globe cons 
tains the greateft fpace, fo that the particles or grains of pow- 
der it contains will lie nearer to each other than in any fpace 
of the fame magnitude ; therefore there can be no doubt but 
thefame quantity of powder will fire fooncr in a globular fpace 
than in a {pace of any other form. It fhould therefore be en- 
deavoured to make the cavity behind the ball as near as poffible 
lobular. For if it could be made exaétly fo, the velocity of 
the ball would receive a confiderable increafe from fuch a figure. 
The effect would be fo much the greater if the powder could 
be fired in the middle, fince in this cafe the fire would extend 
fooner to all the extremities. ‘There feems to be many difficul- 
ties which render this method impra¢ticable. Perhaps fome 
experienced practitioner may find means to overcome thefe dif- 
ficulties, and put thefe things in practice. It is fufficient for 
our prefent purpofe to have pointed out the circumftances which 
contribute particularly to the making a chamber to advantage, 
and to judge of their advantage and difadvantage. It is to be 


‘obferved, that the more the force of powder may be increafed 


in this manner, the cannon ought to be the ftronger in the part 
where its greateft force is exerted.’ 

M. Euler afterwards proceeds to examine what diminution of 
velocity fhould be allowed on account of the powder’s not firing 
atonce: and to fhew, by an analytical procefs, how the gra- 
dual fring of the powder may be eftimated by calculation: but 
the extraéts we have already given muft ferve as fpecimens of 
this diffufe and elaborate performance. We fhall only obferve, 
that, as Mr. Robins’s other engagements and immature death, 
at the age of 44, prevented his adding the geometrical illuftra- 
tions and proofs which he intended, and executing his defign 
of publifhing an enlarged edition of his New Principles of Gun- 
nery, the prefent work will, in fome meafure, fupply the lofs: 
and mathematicians, converfant with this fubject, will have an 
opportunity of examining the calculations of M. Euler, of com- 
Pering them with Mr. Robins’s experiments and theory, and 
of refuting any objections which he urges againft them, fo far 
as they are erroneous and infufficient. The fubjeé of the ini- 
tial velocity of a ball projeéted from a given barrel with a given 
charge, is peculiarly important to the improvement of artillery, 
and deferves accurate inveftigation, M. Euler has many re- 
marks on this problem, on the refiftance of the air, on the 
Caule of the doubly incurvated motion of a ball, which he fup- 
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pofes to be its figure, and not, as Mr. Robins conceived, jts 


‘rotatory motion; on the compofition of gunpowder ; on the 


quantity of charge for producing the greateft velocity ; on the 
length of pieces, and on a variety of other particulars, tendin 
to the improvement both of the principles and practice of gun. 
nery: the tables annexed to this work will ferve to facilitate 
the inveftigation of the true path of a projectile; more efpe- 
cially if it thould be found, upon trial, that all cafes in guns 
nery may be folved by them with little more trouble than by 
the vulgar hypothefis of Galileo. R 
os, 





Art. Il. wo Cafes of the Hydrophobia; with Obfervations on that 
Difeafe; together with an Accouut of the Caf/arian Section, as it was 
lately performed at Leicefer. By J. Vaughan, M D.  8vo, 


zs. 6d. Payne. 1778. 


HOUGH both the cafes here related terminated fatally ; 

and though no nofirum for the cure of the bydrephobia, or 
even fuccefsful method of treating it, is to be found in this 
little treatife; the Public are neverthelefs obliged to the Au- 
thor for the information which may be collected from thefe two 
hiftories of an obfcure and dreadful difeafe. The fymptoms are 


here minutely defcribed, as they occurred; together with the 


methods which the Author purfued, in attempting to relieve | 


the patients ; as alfo the appearances which were obferved af- 
ter death, on examining thofe parts which feemed to have been 
more peculiarly affected in the living fubjeét. 

The firft of thefe patients had undergone all the feverities at- 
tending the fea bathing ufually practifed on thefe occafions ; he 
had likewife taken the celebrated Orm/kirk medicine: neverthe- 
lefs, in about a month after the bite, the hydrophobia appeared, 
The progrefs of the difcafe does not feem even to have been re 
tarded (excepting a fhort feeming fufpention) by the exhibi- 
tion of mufk, mercury, and opium in combination, and given in 
very large dofes. Of the latter, particularly, from which much 
advantage might be expected as an antifpafmodic, 57 grains 
were {wallowed in the fpace of 14 hours, without producing 
any lafting fedative effec. 

It is highly worthy of obfervation, that though between 20 
and 30 perfons were bit by the fame dog that wounded this pa- 
tient, fome of whom took the Orm{kirk medicine, others only 
bathed, and the reft employed no remedy whatever, not one of 
them felt the Jeaft ill effect but himfelf. This uncertainty of 
the infection’s taking place, after the bite of a mad animal, 
has doubtlefs greatly contributed to the temporary reputation 
which various prophylaétics, or fuppofed prefervatives againtt 
his difeafe, have fucceffively acquired, and to which shes is 
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rhaps too much reafon to fear that not one of them may be 
juftly intitled. erwt 

The other patient felt no fymptoms of the hydrophodia til] nine 
months after he had been bit. The difeafe, treated nearly as 
before, was {till more rapid in its progrefs, and equally fatal in 
its termination. 

On diflecting the firft of thefe patients, the Author atten- 
tively examined all thofe parts of the body from which he could 
expect to derive any information, with refpect to the nature or 
feat of the diftemper. The abdominal mufcles, and wifcera, 
were found in a perfeétly found ftate; nor did the ftomach, 
liver, or contents of the thorax, fhew the leaft figns of difeafe. 
The pain felt at the /crobiculus cordis, and the difficulties and 
horror attending deglutition, could by no means be accounted 
for on an infpection of the parts concerned. ‘The diaphragm 
had not undergone the leaft change: no veltige of inflamma- 
tion could be perceived in the efophagus; nor upen the velum 
pendulum palati: nor could any morbid appearances be pers 
ceived either in the interior furface of the fauces, nor in the fu- 
perior part of the darynx and pharynx, nor in the glottis—The 
brain was not examined. 

As a prophylactic, or preventive, it has been judicioufly pro- 
pofed to cauterize the part with a red-hot iron, immediately 
after the bite. On this head the Auther offers what we confi- 
der as an improvement on this practice. He recommends a di- 
latation of the wound, if it fhould be fmall, and then filling it 
with gunpowder, and fetting fire to it.—Independent of the 
pofible good effects which may refult from the chemical aétion 
of the vitriolic acid or phlogifton on the poifon, we fhould think 
that the suffantaneity of the combuftion is likely, in general, to 
excite lefs horror and pain than the comparatively flow and pro- 
tracted torture produced by a hot iron. 

To thefe two unfortunate cafes a third, of a different kind, 
is added, which relates to the Cafarian feétion, performed on a 
woman at the Leicefter infirmary. On making the incifion, 
though the placenta immediately protruded, the child was ex- 
tracted, without the Icaft injury, in the courfe of a few feconds, 
and with very little lofs of blood. The mother however died 
on the fourth day :—* a confequence,’ fays the Author, * that, 
I believe, will very generally follow fuch a wound of the uterus, 
with its unavoidable expofure to the air.’—The child, who was 
baptized under the name of Fulius Ca/ar, * is a healthy fine 
boy, now four months old, and likely to live.’ 


B.-y. 
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Aer. TI. The Incas; ov, the Deftruciion of the Empire of Peru, By 
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M.Marmontel. 1t2mo. 2 Vols. Os. Nourfe, &e. i955 
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T has been juftly objected to the mode of writing which 

this univerfally admired Author has adopted in this work, as 
well as in his Belifarius, that it requires an union of fidtion and 
truth which is attended with material inconveniences. Unlefs 
the reader be perfectly mafter of the true hiflory with which the 
fictitious narrative is blended, he will be in continual danger 
of confounding them in his ideas, and miitaking the one for 
the other. As it will require no uncommon fhare of judgment 
and impartiality in the writer, to adhere ftricily to the true cha. 
raéters and manners of the perfons of his drama, while he allows 
his fancy free {cope in forming the incidents of the narrative; 
fo it will be neceflary for the reader to exercife perpetual cau- 
tion, that he be not led to entertain ideas of perfons and events 
which have no foundation in hiftory: and the apprehenfion 
of this will, in a great meafure, prevent the effect which the 
work is defigned to produce. [It will perhaps tend more to ob. 
ftruét the natural operation of juft fentiments and _paffions in 
the mind of the reader, than all the writer’s powers of genius 
and fancy can do to produce them. 

For thefe reafons we cannot but be of opinion, that our Au- 
thor would have been more likely to accomplifh the end with 
which he profefles to write, by adhering to the chara¢ter of an 
hiftorian, and relating real faéts, than by following his fancy 
into the regions of fiction and romance. This remark is, how- 
ever, by no means offered with a view to depreciate the merit 
of this work; which bears fuch evident marks of fuperior ge- 
nius and original invention, is written in a ftyle fo truly ele- 
gant and rhetorical, and above all is enriched with fuch a va- 
riety of juft and manly fentiments, and breathes fo liberal and 
catholic a fpirit, that it cannot fail of being read with approba- 
tion by all judges of good writing, and obtaining the warmeft 
applaufe from every true lover of liberty and friend of mankind. 

The great object of this work the Author declares to be, § to 
expofe the horrid effects of fanaticifm, and to bring into uni- 
verfal deteftation, that fpirit of intolerance and perfecution, of 
hatred and vengeance, which men entertain in behalf of a Deity 
whem they fuppofe to be incenfed, and whofe minifters they 
pretend to be; to guard mankind againft the artifices and fury 
of this fpirit, and to infufe into their minds thofe great princi- 
ples of humanity and univerfal concord, thofe maxims of indul- 
gence and love, which religion, in concert with nature, hath 
made the abridgment of her laws, and the effence of her mora- 
lity.’—-To this laudable and meritorious defign every true friend 
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¢o human nature muft wifh fuccefs; in the execution of it, 
every one who merits the name of a man will heartily concur *. 
The tranflation of this work is, on the whole, well executed. 


* See, farther, the account of the original of this work, as a Fo- 
rion Article, in the Review for March, 1777, p. 216. E 
é « 
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Art. |\V. AWalk in and about the City of Canterbury, with many 
Obfervations not to be found in any Defcription hitherto publifeed. 
By William Goftting, M. A. a Native of the Place, and Minor 
Canon of the Cathedral. 8vo. Second Edition tos. 6d. 
Boards. Canterbury printed by Subfcription, and fold by John- 
fon in London. 1777. 


HE local nature of fuch hiftorical defcriptions as that 
T which is now before us, induced us to pafs over this 
work, at its firft publication, with only a flight notice. This 
fecond edition has, however, received the laft hand of its wor- 
thy Writer, who died while it was in the prefs ; and it is but 
an act of juftice to declare, that though from the confined na- 
ture of the fubjeét, Mr. G.’s book may feem dry, and tedioufly 
minute, to thofe who are unacquainted with the city, and the 
feveral objects defcribed; yet it contains many incidental paf- 
fages, which, while they fhew the extenfivenefs of the Au- 
thor’s knowledge, will occafionally enliven the narration, even 
to the general reader. 

Canterbury is a city of great antiquity; and, as the Author 
collects from the variety of Britifh and Roman remains, was 
probably a place of confequence at the time of Czfar’s arrival 
in this ifland. From its metropolitical dignity, the cathedral 
isarich fund of inveftigation for the ftudent in ecclefiaftical 
antiquities ; and we intend no cenfure on the induftrious inqui- 
ries of Mr. Goftling, when we add that he has made the moft 
ofthem. This part of his Walk, becomes the more intereft- 
ing, by calling to our remembrance the manner in which our 
cathedrals were ftripped at the Reformation, and the brutal 
Tavages made in them by the ignorant zealots of the laft age. 

Among the ancient treafures of this cathedral, or more pro- 
perly the baits that drew treafures to it, were the bodies of St. 
Dunftan, and St. Thomas Becket; concerning which Mr. 
Coftling gives us the following anecdotes : 

* Near the high altar was that of St. Dunftan, whofe body was 
had in fuch high account by Archbifhop Lanfranc, that he removed 
it hither with great folemnity from its firft fepulchre when he new- 
built the church. It feems fated not to have lain long undifturbed 
inone place. He died about the year 988, and Lanfranc’s coming 
hither was about 1070: when the fire happened in 1174, his re- 
Mains were again removed with thofe of St. Alphage, to the altar 
of the Holy Crofs in the nave of the church; and after being newly 
habited, 
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habited, were brought back again to tombs prepared for the re. 


ception of them at the opening of the church after the repair. 

‘ The veneration paid to St. Dunftan was fo great, and the of. 
ferings made to him fo beneficial to the place where his relics were 
preferved, that the monks of Glaftonbury (where he was educated) 

ave out that they were in their pofieflion, and had been tranflated 
thither from Canterbury in 1012. They built him a fhrine, and 
by fuch means turned that ftream of profit from hence to their mo. 
naftery. 

‘ This occafioned fo much trouble, that in the reign of King 
Henry VII. it was refolved his tomb fhould be opened, and on his 
remains being found there, Archbifhop Warham fent letters to the 
Abbot and monks of Glaltonbury, ftrictly charging them to defi 
from fuch pretenfions, which order he was forced to repeat before 
they would pay obedience to it. 

« Mr. Somner, in his Appendix, gives the record of that fcrutiny 
as ‘* a pretty relation, and worth reading.”’ It is fo long and cir- 
cumftantial, that an abftraét of it may be more entertaining than the 
whole. It fays, that April 20, 1508, by order of the Archbithop 
and Prior, three or four of the fraternity, men of dittinguifhed ability 
for the work, and zeal, went about it in the evening after the church 
doors were fhut up, that none of the laity might interfere; and be- 
fore day-light difcovered a wooden chett, feven feet long and about 
eighteen inches broad, covered with lead infide and out, and flrongly 
guarded with iron bands and very many nails, immerfed in the 
ttone-work ; and of fuch bulk and weight, that though fix of their 
brethren were by the Prior added to their number, and they had 
called in other afliftants, the cheft was the next night with great la- 
bour raifed above the flone-work ; that when with much difficulty 
they had forced open this, they found a leaden coffin of elegant 
workmanfhip containing another leaden coffin almoft perifhed, which 
was fuppofed to be the coffin in which he was firft buried: within 
thefe two coffins they found a {mall leaden plate lying upon the 
breaft of the body, infcribed with thefe words in Roman charaéters, 
HIC REQUIESCIT SANCTUS DUNSTANUS ARCHIEPIS- 
COPUS: Here refis St. Dunflan, Archbifbop ; and under that a linen 
cloth, clean and entire {pread over the body. 

* Other circumitances I omit, thinking it enough to add, that they 
clofed him up again and left him to reft till the Reformation ; when 
King Henry the Eighch fent commiflioners to feize and deftroy fuch 
remains of fuperftition; who demolilhed his altar and monument, 
and probably difpofed of his bones as they did of St. Anfelm’s and 
St. Thomas’s, Some remains of this monument are hidden by the 
new wainfcotting on the South fide of the altar.’ 

The particulars relating to Becket occur in the account of 
his chapel : 


‘ This fine chapel may be looked on as a feparate building, ad- 
joining indeed to that fo lately repaired, and equally lofty, but ins 
different ftile, and by no means inferior in beauty. 

‘ Here by the way we may obferve, how perfeétly well tkilled the 
monks were in the art of raifing contributions, For feven years 
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their building had gone on very well; but on the eighth (the ninth 
from the fire, for the firft was fpent in making preparations) they 
could proceed no farther for want of money. This might be true ; 
but if not, the ftopping of the work was an excellent itratagem for 
raifing fupplies. 

‘ A freth tide flowed in, and brought fo much more than was 
neceflary for the repair they were engaged in, as encouraged them 
to fetabout a more grand defign; which was to pull down the eatt 
end of Lanfranc’s church, with a{mall chapel of the Holy Trinity ad- 
joining, to erect a moft magnificent one inftead of it, equally lofty 
with the roof of the church, and add to that another building in 
honour of the new objeét of their devotion. 

* And in this they acted very prudently, for while they were thus 
employed, votaries continued to bring their oblations in abundance, 
and St, Thomas had vilitors who foon enabled the monks to erect a 
chapel on purpofe for the reception of his relics. 

‘ Though Mr, Somner juflly obferved, that this chapel appears 
lefs ancient than the choir, by the manifeft difference of one ttruc- 
ture from the other, Mr. Battely tells us, ** all the work at the eaft 
end of the church (except the chapel of King Henry IV.) is one en- 
tire building of the fame age with the choir,” which he fays was 
burnt down, and rebuilt in ten years, viz. in 1184.3 and that in 
1220 * ** the ceremony of removing the Szint was performed on 
July 7, with the greatett folemnities and rejoicings ; the Pope’s Les 
gate, the Archbifhops of Canterbury and Rheims, with very many 
Bilhops and Abbots, carrying the cofiin on their fhoulders, and pla- 
cing it in his fhrine. 

‘* King Henry lI. graced the fhow with his prefence, and the 
Archbifhop, Stephen Langton, was fo profufe on the occafion, as 
to leave a debt on the fee which his fourth fucceflor could hardly 
difcharge ;” for as to the oblations, the difpofal of which was 





* * The delay of this ceremony for fo many years feemed ftrange, 
till my correfpondent W. and D. in fome meafure accounted for it, 
from ‘* the monks being obliged to wait till they had an Archbifhop 
fo zealoufly attached to their interefts, as to be willing to fill their 
coffers, though in fo doing he impoverifhed his fee. 

‘* Richard, the Prior of Dover, he obferves, died before the cha- 
pel was finifhed : Baldwyn was involved in perpetual difputes with 
the members of the convent: Reginald did not live long enough to 
hear of his election being confirmed by the Pope: and Hubert, 
though he was not fo inveterate againft the monks as Baldwyn, re- 
vived the obnoxious fcheme of eftablithing a college of fecular canons 
at Lambeth. 

‘* But as Stephen Langton was a creature of the Pope, and raifed 
to the primacy by his Holinefe’s arbitrary nomination, it is no won- 
der that he fhould be well difpofed to pay this high honour to the 
precious remains of the martyr to the pretended rights of the Ro- 
man Pontiff, but might judge it expedient to poftpone the folemnity 
till Henry III. was upon the throne; for though that monarch graced 
i$ with his prefence, King John would never have attended.” 
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Jo ked on asa primi.ive right of Bishops, the monks had here got 
the man:yement of them into therr own hands 

« In this fenfe therefore we mult underftand his exprefiion, ** that 
all this work was done at the proper coils and charges of the con- 
vent;” otherwife he feems to agree with Mr Somner, who fays, in 
page 19, * the expences of finifhing and rebuilding the choir appear 
plainly to have been fupplied from the many and liberal oblations 
mace at the tomb of St. Tiaomas, fo that the church was for fome 
time called by his name.” 

¢ But if any of them thought the money laid out in repairing and 
adorning their church fo much out of their own pockets, they might 
comfort themfelves, that the cof was not greater than the worfhip; 
devotees to the Saint increafed every day, and cfferings came in fo 
faft that his fhrine grew famous for its riches as well as its holinefs, 

¢ Erafmus, who vifited it, tells us, ‘* a coflin of wood which co 
vered a coftin of gold was drawn up by ropes and pullies, and then 
an invaluable treafure was difcovered; gold was the meaneft thin 
to be feen there; all fhined and glittered with the rareft and mott 
precious jewels, of an exirzordinary bigneis ; fome were larger than 
the egg of a goofe,”” 

* At the eaft end of the chapel of the Holy Trinity, another very 
handfome one was added, called Becket’s crown; fome fuppofe from 
its figure being circular, and the ribs of the arched roof meeting in 
a centre, as thofe of the crown royal do; others, on account of part 
of his fkull bein; preferved here as a relic+. Two very large newel 
ftaircafes of fto:.e lead to the top of this building, and probably were 
deficned to have been finifhed in fpires or handfome turrets; the 
chapel itfelf alfo was carried on above the firft defign of it, and 
might have made a noble room. ‘The windows of it were fo far 
finifhed, that the iron grates for the glazing were fixed, and mof 
of their arches turned, when King Henry VIIL. put a ftop to the 
works and oblations at once, feizing on the treafures and eftates of 
the monaftery, and providing for the members of it as he pleafed; 
eftablifhing the cathedral on a new foundation of a dean, twelve 
prebendaries, with other officers and fervants, many of which pre- 
ferments were beftowed on the monks, while others had penfions or 

rovifion affigned to them eliewhere,’ 

The book is a very creditable fpecimen of the Canterbury 
prefs ; it is illuftrated with a good map of the city, and feveral 
perfpective vicws of different objects defcribed ; together with 
an head of the Author. A N. 





+ '* This mvft have been a counterfeit relic, if what Mr. Somner 
tells us from Stow’s Annals of Henry VIII. is true, that ** when by 
order of Lord Cromwell, his bones were taken out of the iron cheft 
which contained them, that they might be burnt to afhes ; they were 
found, fcull and all, with the piece that had been cut out of it, laid 
in the wound, So muft alfo the whole face of the bleffed martyr, 
fet in gold, and adorned with jewels, which Erafmus fays was fhown 
here, unlefs he fpeaks of a copy or picture of it.’ 
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Art. V. A Difiourfe on the imprefing of Mariners; avberein Fudge 
Fofter’s Argument is confidered and anfwered. &VO. 28. Od. 
Cadell. 17758. 

F ever there was an act of difinterefted patriotifm, it is that 

of defending the caufe of poor enflaved mariners: becaufe 
thofe who undertake this benevolent office, are above the dan- 
ger, and are only interefied by their humanity in the fufferings 
of men who can neither plead their own caufe, nor refift the 
oppreffion. When we confider the dangerous nature of the 
fervice into which feamen are prefled, where the hazards of war, 

are 2ccumulated on thofe of the fea; when we confider that a 

man’s being bred on fhipboard, by no means forfeits his claim 

to the conftitution of his country; when we confider the noife 
and buftle made fome few years fince by an affociation who on 

a particular occafion aflumed the high-founding title of Sup. 

PoRTERS of the Bitzi oF Ricuts! a man might be tempted 

to exclaim with Prig in the Cozeners, “* D—n me, Jack 

Wilkes’s affair is but a flea-bite to this?” 

It is generally acknowledged that there is no legiflative aét 
which exprefsly juftifies the imprefling feamen into the govern- 
ment feryice. ‘The ftatute 2 Richard Il. c. 4. is the earlieft 
authority cited to juftify the practice; but this, as the Author 
fhews, contains nothing relating to it: that flatute being only 
calculated to punifh a {pecies of fraud no longer in the power 
of any feaman on board a king’s fhip to commit. In thofe old- 
fafhioned days it was the cuftom, when government hired fea- 
men, to advance part of their wages beforehand; with which 
the feamen, who were not much more fcrupulous then, than 
they are at prefent, ufed frequently to run away: the real obe 
ject of this a&t therefore was to impofe penalties on mariners, 


who having contracted to go a voyage, had received pay in ad- x 


vance, without fulfilling their engagement. 

THe\Author contends that this ftatute, which is only con- 
fulted in the tranflation, has been warped to juftify impreffing, 
by being ill rendered into Englifh. The words in the original 
are thefe: ‘* Item pur ceo ge plufours mariners apres ce gils 
font are/tuz & retenuz pur fervice du Roi fur Ja meer en defence 
du roialme, & en ont receux lours gages appurtenantz fen- 
fuent hors du dit fervice fanz conge.” The great miftake, 
fays the Author, confifts in rendering the verb arefluz, by the 
Englith one arreffed; which latter fignifies detaining a perfon 
contrary to his will: whereas the French verb has a variety of 
other fignifications befide that implied by the Englith to arreft. 
Among others, one very obvious, and in general ule, efpecially 
informer times, was to bargain with, to hire, or agree for; 
thus @rreter un domeflique is currently ufed for hiring a fervant : 

but 
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but in tranflating this, we cannot fay to arrefia fervant! Yee 
the above paflage is rendered in our ftatute books,—** Becaufe 
that divers mariners, after that they be arreffed and retained for 
the king’s fervice upon the fea, in defence of the realm, and 
thereof have received their wages pertaining, do flee out of the 
faid fervice without licence.” This is the act Judge Fofter be- 

ins with, arguing from the current Englifh tranflation; the 
fubfequent ftatutes he refers to, are only declarations of exemp- 
tion, which evading the queftion of right, Icave it juft as they 
found it. Fofter’s argument, fays this fhrewd Remarker, ‘jg 
indeed a very long one, and he has loaded it with what | look 
upon as no better than lumber, collected from all quarters of 
Jaw, records, precedents, commiffions, warrants, and | know 
not what befide: of which materials, if he could collect none 
better, a thoufand cart loads would not have the weight of a 
ftraw in the decifion of this queftion.” From thefe precedents, 
he adds, of admiralty commiffions and warrants, Fofter pre- 
tends that the right of iffuing them is vefted in the crown by 
common law; and as this right is vetted in the crown, there. 
fore fuch warrants and commiflions muft be Jegal; that is, im- 
prefling is legal: and thus he argues round in a circle, without 
gaining any ground, becaufe he proves nothing. “Thofe who 
with to fee the particular points of Fofter’s argument examined, 
will be gratified by perufing the pamphlet itfelf ; of which our 
- Jimits will only allow us to give this out-line. N. 





Art. VI. The Ayin Axpary, or the Inftitutes of the Empercr Ake 
bar. ‘Tranflated from the original Perfian. 4to. 5s. Boards, 
Longman, &c. 1777. 

HE yin Akbary is a defcription of the Indian empire, 
which was written in the fixteenth century, by a fociety 
of fkilful men. It was drawn up by order of the Emperor 

Akbar, who was himielf a man of curiofity and learning; and 

the immediate fuperintendence of it was committed to his fecre- 

tary Abul Fazel, who has univerfally been confidered as an or- 
nament of the age in which he lived. 

Befide a particular defcription of each province in the Moghol 
dominions, under the title of the Fi/icry of the Subabs, it con- 
tains a full account, and lift, of the Emperor’s army ; the wa- 
ges, falary, and duty of each particular {crvant or officer about 
him ; the attendants falaries, and daily expences allowed for 
the Haram; the different forts of weights, meafures, and coins 
throughout the empire; the charges and method of refining 
gold and filver in the royal mint; and the feveral inf{criptions, 
weight, and value of the feveral coins. It comprehends, like- 
wife, an account of all the herbs, fruits, flowers, and grains * 
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the different feafons of the year: to which is added the ceremo- 
nics of marrying in the royal family, their feaftings, &c.; the 
Emperor’s manner of holding a divan and receiving his people ; 
the honours they do him; and his method of employing his 
time. ‘Thefe, with a variety of other curious particulars, form 
the two firft parts. The third part contains a full account of 
the Gentoo religion, their books, and the fubjects of them, the 
feveral fects, and the points in which they differ ; with the par- 
ticulars of their worfhip, purifications, eating, drinking, mar- 

‘ing, &c. 

: The utility of this performance will be fufficiently apparent 
from the above recital.of its contents. But it comes farther re- 
commended by the encomium beftowed upon it by Mr. Jones, 
in his Perfian Grammar. ‘That learned and ingenious writer 
hath inferted it in his catalogue of the moft valuable books in 
the Perfic language: and he obferves, that a tranflation of it 
would be extremely ufeful to the European companies that trade 
in India. 

Thefe circumftances have engaged Mr. Gladwin, a gentle- 
man in the fervice of the Eaft India Company at Bengal, to 
undertake fuch a tranflation. What is here publifhed by him 
isonly a fpecimen of the work, including the fubah or vice- 
royalty of Bengal. Mr. Gladwin accompanies his tranflation 
with explanatory notes, from the accounts of other writers, 
joined to what may have occurred within the compafs of his 
particular knowledge and obfervation. He hath made a very 
confiderable progrefs in the execution of his defign, and is 
forming a collection of drawings of the moft remarkable men, 
animals, cities, fruits, and flowers, as well as reprefentations 
of the principal ceremonies defcribed in the Ayin Akbary, in or- 
der to illuftrate the work as much as poffible. 

The completion of this undertaking will be fo evidently fer- 
viceable in a political, commercial, and literary view, that we 
hope it will meet with proper encouragement. 

To the prefent publication, Mr. Gladwin hath fubjoined a 
pecimen of an Afiatic Vocabulary, intended to be printed by 
ludfcription, in three volumes, quarto. The firft part, contain- 
ing the words of the Arabic, Perfic, and Hindoftany, or Moor’s 
languages, is to be comprized in two volumes. The contents 
of the fecond part, which will include the Shanfcrit, Bengaly, 
and Nagry, are to be engraven cn plates. ‘The languages are 
arranged in fuch order as to fhew how the Arabic is incorpora- 
ted with the Perfic, and the Perfic with the Hindoftany, or 
Moorith ; as well as to difcover fome traces of the Shanfcrit 
language, both in the laft-named tongue and alfo that of Ben- 
gl. The whole is to be printed in the characters proper to each 
“nguage, except the Moorifh; which, being of moft general 
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ufe, will be added in Roman characters, for the benefit of thofe 





who are unacquainted with the Perfian. k 
: ' 
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Art. VI!.. Dr. Wititams’s Hiffory of the Northern Governments, 
concluded : See lait Month’s Review. 


N our Numbers for the two preceding months, we gave a brief 
character of this performance ; with a fketch of the plan; 
and fhort extracts from the Auther’s account of,. 1. The Trade 
and Commerce of Hoiland. I!. The great Revolution. in the 
Government of Denmark, in the year 1660. » Il. The ex- 
traordinary Story of the late unfortunate Queen-confort of Den. 
mark, Sifter to the prefent King of Great Britain ; including 
the wretched Cataftrophe of the Counts Struenfee and Brandt; 
we fhall now conclude with the Writer’s remarks on the caufes 
of the various revolutions in Poland. 

When we refleét,, fays our Author, on the hiftory of the rife 
and progrefs of this government, ‘ it will clearly appear that it 
was originally founded upon the moft juft and equitable prin- 
ciples, like all the reft of the ancient Gothic governments, and 
was well calculated for thofe days when mankind dealt honeflly 
at leaft with their fellow-fubjects, and united to fupport each 
other againft their enemies. That wicked and ambitious clergy, 
who under pretence of propagating and fupporting the jutt, 
benevolent, merciful, and humane doctrines of Jefus Chrift, 
endeayoured. to enflave, opprefs, and impoverifh their fellow- 
creatures, did not then difquiet this country ; joint-tenants of 
the fame foil, the Poles knew no mafter but him whom they 
bad elected to be their prince and their genera], and fubmitted 
to no, laws but thofe which they made themfelves ; animated 
by the love of liberty and of his country, every member of the 
coinmunity was ready to facrifice his life in the fervice of the 
ftate, and. his moft ardent wifhes were.to fight for and fallin 
her defence. But when the Roman Catholic clergy gained a 
footing ‘in this kingdom,.the face of things was immediately 
changed; inftead of preaching the religion of Jefus Chrift, 
founded upon the principles of charity, humanity, and brotherly 
love, they joined with thofe who called themfelves nobles, to 
opprefs and gain an afcendancy over the bulk of the people, 
not only by depriving them of their property by intrigues and 
artifices, and afterwards excluding them from their right of 
voting in afl public affairs, but,: as foon as thefe poor people 
were denied the enjoyment of their juft and legal rights, they 
concurred with the nobles in pafling laws to reduce them to 
{tate of flavery, as they haye.done to the Diffidents in our days} 
however, fearing that this martial people, thus humbled and 


opprefled, fhould refift their meafures, they not only threatene® 
' pu ic 





# 














Williams on the Northern Governments. 345 


ublic excommunication and all the thunders of. the Vatican to 
thofe who difobeyed them, and took every meafure to keep the 
bulk of the people in a ftate of ignorance, but they refufed ab- 
folution to thofe who came to confefs their faults, and fhewed 
the leaft inclination or defire to regain their liberties or. privi- 
leges. Finding themfelves opprefled on every fides and feeing 
no means whereby they could _redrefs themfelves, the common 

ople, from being bold, ative, and enterprizing, fell into-a 
fate of idlenefs and defpair ; their country was no>longer dear 
to them; they regarded their fellow-fubjeCts as .tyrants, and 
themfelves as the moft wretched of all the human-race. But 
although the nobility and clergy had fo far gained their point, 
and reduced their fellow fubjeéts to a ftate of poverty and diftrefs, 
they were fearful left fome future king, dictated by the principles 
of juftice and humanity, fhould attcmpt to redrefs the wrongs of 
thefe poor people, and reftore them to their legal rights and pri- 
vileges, and therefore they now directed their attacks againft the 


authority of the crown, and before they would permit any future 


king to be crowned, they forced him to fwear to.fupport and to 
defend them in al] their ufurped rights and: privileges, and to 
obferve faithfully all the laws which they had unjuftly made, 
and which they called the fundamental laws of the itate. “Thus 
did thefe wicked and abandoned clergy, and thefe tyrannical 
nobles, infenfibly reduce their fellow-fubjects to that ftate of 
poverty and abject flavery in which they are at prefent, limit the 
power of the crown, pave the way to independency, and.change 
the form of government from an elective monarchy to an arifto- 
cracy without controul, the moft defective and.tyrannical of all 
governments. We muft look back to this fource for the great 
caufe of all the troubles, civil wars, and revolutions which for 
two or three centuries paft have almoft defolated this kingdom, 
and reduced her to the mean and wretched fituation in which 
fhe is at prefent. Difmembering the provinces of the kingdom, 
and velting the fovereign authority of different diftriéts in diffe- 
rent perfons, which was heretofore practifed by feveral kings of 
Poland, likewife contributed greatly to weaken the power of 
the crown and to increafe the authority and independency of the 
nobles and clergy. Whenever. there is a number of little in- 
dependent governments, which are bordering upon fovereignties, 
ina ftate, the government of that ftate will be always weak 
and enervated, and as thofe little governors are generally to many 
tyrants, who are jealous of each other, the ftate will always be 
agitated like a troubled fea, and exhibit a fcene of confufion and 
oppreffion, This has always been the cafe in Poland, and will 
Continue fo to be as long as the prefent form of government 
exifts in this kingdom ; for fo long as cenfederacies are tolerated, 
Rey. May, 1778. Aa and 
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and there are great numbers of flaves ready to obey the confede. 


rates, there will always be ambitious and ill-defigning people a 
enough to keep the government in a conftant fcene of confuffon , 
and difcord. A ftate in fuch a fituation will always be like 4 cs 
general whofe army is ready to mutiny ; he never will be ing 
condition to defend himfelf againft an enemy, whilft his armyis | 4 


in this difpofition, neither can a kingdom fubiift whofe govern. 
ment is undermining itfelf. Poland has experienced this great 
truth ; her own divifions and a vicioufnefs of a part of her jn. 
habitants, who would trample under foot the juft rights and pri- 





vileges of the others, have rendéred her the prey of her ambi- 
tious enemies. In the year 1648, when this ftate appeared to C 
be very formidable in Europe, her government would have been fixe 
totally deftroyed by the Cofacks and Tartars, if thofe robbers the 
had not quarrelled about their plunder. Charles Guftavus and fefs 
Charles the Twelfth of Sweden conquered this kingdom with bod 
great facility with a handful of troops, and if they had taken prit 
prudent meafures might have eftablifhed what government they inc 
thought proper, notwithftanding the boafted forces of the no- wel 
bility ; and we have lately feen a {mall body of Ruffian troops ala 
difperfe all the idle parade of their affociations. Though they af 
have always been {urrounded with enemies, the nobility and , 
clergy would never fuffer any regular military forces to be main- drz 
tained and properly difciplined in the kingdom, fearing that they ten 
fhould be a check upon their illegal meafures and ‘tyranny : ful 
thefe fons of infamy and rapine would rather fee their country Cc 
deftroyed by the Tartars, Turks, or by any other foreign ftate, if 
than do juftice to their injured fellow-creatures and fubjeéts: ve 
notwith{tanding the brave Sobiefki fo often faved: them when fel 
they were at the brink of deftruction, and again placed them th: 
upon a refpectable footing among the other European ftates, to va 
fuch a degree of degeneracy and corruption were they then ar- pr 

rived, and fo great were their divifions and animofities againft 
each other, that they refufed the crown to his fon in order to give all 
it to a ftranger with whom they were almoft totally unac- tr 
quainted ; and when Auguftus, from a principle of generofity, fu 
attempted to reftore the ftate to its ancient fplendor, they of 
joined his enemies to dethrone him, after he had fhewn his be- # 
nevolent difpofition towards them in the government of the ftate, fe 
and {pent feveral millions to fave both them and their country ti 
from plunder and devaftation. fa 
* This is an exact portrait of the Polifh nobility and clergy, to Ci 
whom we may juftly apply the words of the Holy Evangelift, it 
** that a kingdom divided againft itfelf can never ftand.” v 

Thefe reflections may ferve to prove the Author’s zealous and 
Jaudable attachment to the caufe of civil and religious liberty; t 
a Cite u 
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scircumftance which is, indeed, ftrongly marked in* all parts 
of the work; and which, no doubt, will greatly recommend 


it to many readers in this, as yet, FREE Country. E , 
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Art. VIII. Di/quifitions relating to Matter and Spirit. Yo which is 
added, the Hiftcry of the Philofophical Dodrine concerning the Origin 
of the Soul, and the Nature of Matter ; with its Influence on Chrifti- 
anity, especially with refp-@ to the Dogtrine of the Pre-exiftence of 
Chri?. By Jofeph Prieiiley, LL.D. F. R.S. 8vo. 4s, Johnfon, 
1777: 

\ N republifhing Dr. Hartley’s Theory of the Human Mind, 

Dr. Prieftley, in one of the three Introductory Effays pre- 
fixed to that performance, exprefied fome doubts of the truth of 
the common hypothefis, according to which man is faid to pof- 
fefs a foul, or a fuppofed immaterial fubftance, diftinct from his 
body ; or to confit of two feparate, independent, and heterogeneous 
principles, intimately connected together, in fome unknown and 
incomprehenfible manner. Though thefe doubts, he obferves, 
were exprefled with the utmoft.hefitation and diffidence ; a great 
alarm was taken, and he was reprefented as an unbeliever, and 

a favourer of atheifm. 

The odium, he adds, ¢ which I had thus unexpeéctedly 
drawn upon myfelf, ferved to engage my more particular at- 
tention to the fubject of it; aud this at length terminated in a 
full conviction, that the doubt I had exprefled was well founded, 
Continuing to reflect upon the fubject, I became fatisfied that, 
if we fuffer ourfelves to be guided in our inquiries by the uni- 
verfally acknowledged rules of philofoph:zing, we fhall find our- 
felves intirely unauthorized to admit any thing in man befides 
that body which is the object of our fenfes ; and my own obfer- 
vations, and my own collection of opinions on the fubjed, 
prefently {welled to the bulk that is now before the public.’ 

The doétrine propofed in the paflage which we have above 
alluded to, is thus exprefled in different terms, in the prefent 
treatife, After having obferved that the Scriptures uniformly 
fuppoce the fyftem of materialifm, which is clogged with none 
of the difficulties attending the common opinion, he adds— 
‘Man, according to this fy{tem, is no more than what we now 
feeof him. His being commences at the time of his concep 
tion, or perhaps at an earlier period. “Che corporeal and mental 
faculties, inhering in the fame fubftance, grow, ripen, and de- 
cay together ; and whenever the fyftem is diffolved, it continues 
in a ftate of diffolu:ion, till it fhall pleafe that Almighty Being, 
who called it into exiftence, to reftore it to life again.’ 

The Author commences thefe difquifitions by an inquiry in- 
to the nature and effential properties of matter; and cndeavours 
to prove that the /olidity or impenetrability, and confequently the 
. ao vis 





Prieftley’s Difquifitions on Matter and Spirit. 347 










































: ll natal 








348 Prieftley’s Di/quifitions relating to Matter and Spirit, 


vis inertia, imputed to it are founded only on fuperficial appear. 
ances ;—that the phyfical paints of which it confifts are poffefled of 

rtain powers of attraction and repulfion; and that the refiftance, 
+ particular, to which we owe the idea of its impenetrability, 
is caufed only by a power of repulfion inherent in it. Thi; 
part of the Author’s doctrine, relating to the penetrability, and 
the powers of matter, is founded on the theory of Mr, Michell, 
and Father Bofcovich, of which we formerly gave a pretty full 
account, in our review of the Author’s EHiffory of Difcoveries 
relating to Vifion, Light, and Colours, to which we refer the 
Reader, (See Monthly Review, vol. xlvii. Oct. 1772. p. 315.) 

Availing himfelf of the advantage to his main argument, de- 
rived from this theory, the Author obferves, that the confidera. 
tions fuggefted by it ‘tend to remove the odium which has 
hitherto Jain upon matter, from its fuppofed neceflary property 
of folidity, inértne/s, or fluggifhnefs; as from this circumftance 
only the bafenc/s and imperfection, which have been afcribed to it 
are derived.’—1It ought therefore ‘ to rife in our efteem, as mak- 
ing a nearer approach to the nature of {piritual and immaterial 
beings, as we have been taught to call thofe which are oppofed 
to grofs matter.’ 

With the fame view he afterwards obferves, that * fince the 
only reafon why the principle of thought, or fenfation, has been 
i nagined to be incompatible with matter, goes upon the fuppo- 
fition of impenetrability being the eflential property of it, and 
confequently that /olid extent is the foundation of all the pro- 
perties it can poffibly futtain ; the whole argument of an imma- 
terial thinking principle in man, on this new fuppofition, falls 
to the ground: matter, deftitute of what has hitherto been 
called /slidity, being no more incompatible with fenfation and 
thought, than that fubftance, which, without knowing any 
thing farther about it, we have been ufed tocall zmaterial. 

Having thus in fome degree, as it were, [piritualifed matter, 
by animating it, if we may fo exprefs ourfelves, with powers, 
to the activity of which we owe al] that we know concerning 
it;—the Author proceeds to fhew that this fubftance, divefted 
of its fuppofed folidity, and pollefled of the powers of attraction 
and repuifion, and the property of exten/ion, may likewite poflefs 
the properties or powers of fenfation or perception, and thought, 
fuperadded to the former; in confequence of a certain organifa- 
tion, whatever that may be. ‘Thefe Jaft mentioned powers, he 
ubferves, as belonging to man, have never been found but in 
conjunction with a certain organifed fy/tem of matter ; and he 
adds that, as we havea very-imperfect idea of what thefe powers 
are, our ignorance fhould make us cautious of denying that they 
may be capable of being aflociated with certain other powers, 
er of belonging to a fubftance or /ud/lratum pofleffing the pro- 
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erties of extention, attraction, and repulfion. He proceeds to 
thew that thefe-properties—thofe of the thinking, and thole of 
the’ naterial, fubltance—are not inconfiftent with each other; 
and takes a review of fome of the phenomena’ in the human 
fyftem, which fzem to prove their connection as properties of 
me and the fame fubffance; particularly of the nervous fiftcm, 


‘ 


or rather of the drain. 

‘Thus,’ he obferves, as far as we can judges the faculty of 
thinking, and a certain ftate of the brain, always accompany 
and correfpond to one another.’—‘ Whenever that faculty 1s 
impeded or injured, there is fufficient reafon -to believe that the 
brain is difordered in proportion ; and thereforewe are neceflarily 
led ‘to confider the latter as the feat of the former.’—* As this 
ficulty, in general, ripens and.comes to maturity with the body, 
itis alfo obferved to decay with it.’—It is true, he acknow- 
ledges, that, in’ fome difeafes, the mind preferves its vigour, 
while the body decays: but in thefe cafes, the brain is hot 
much affected’ by the general caufe of weaknefs, On the othér 
hand, a morbid atfeétion of the brain produces a’ perverfion of 
the mental faculties. ) 

‘ That the perfection of thinking,’ the Author adds, © fhould 
depend on the found {tate of the body and brain za this life, in+ 
fomuch that a man has no power of thinking without it; and 
to fuppofe him capable of thinking’ better when the body and 
brain are deftroyed, feems to be the moft unphilofophical and 
abfurd of all conchufions. if death be an advantage with refpeét 
tothinking, di/eafe ought to be a proportional advantage like- 
wife; and univerfally the nearer the body approaches to a ftate 
of diffolution, the freer and lefs embarrafled might the faculties 
of the mind be expected to be found. But this is the very 
reverfe. of what really happens.’ 

Of the various other arguments or-confiderations, more or lefs 
cogent, which the Author produces to evince that the foul is 
oily a particular modification of the body or matter, we fhall 
only take notice of the following:—‘ If the mental principle 
was, in its own nature, immaterial and immortal, all its par- 
ticular faculties would be fo too; whereas we fee. that every fa- 
culty of the mind, without exception, is liable to be impaired, 
and even to become wholly extinét before death. Since, there- 
fore, all the faculties of the mind, feparately taken, appear to be 
mortal; the fubftance, or principle, in which they exift muft be 
Pronounced to be mortal too, “Thus we might conclude that the 
body was mortal, from obferving that all the feparate /en/es, and 
limbs, were liable to decay and perith.’ 

In anfwer to this and fome of the preceding arguments, it 
Will doubtlefs be alleged, by thofe who confider the body and 
foul as diftint principles, that it is ealy to conceive that, during 
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their union, the ftate of the former may in various manners 
affect or determine that of the latter, and wice verfa. In the 
cafe of a temporary lofs of memory from difeafe, for inftance, jt 
may be faid, that this faculty of the foul is not actually become 


extiné?, nor the foul partially dead; but that, in confequence 


of fome depravation, or derangement in the corporeal organs, the 
foulis, for the prefent, difqualified from exerting that faculty; 
which may however be reftored to it, on a ceflation of the caufe 
which obftructed or barred up the communication between the 
two prigciples. 

But the Author is provided with a ready anfwer to this and other 
obfervations, which are founded on the fuppofed conneétion of the 
foul and body (confidered as diftinét principles), and on their 
phyfical influence on each other ; by utterly denying the pofj- 
biley of fuch influence fubfifting between two fubftances fo hete- 
rogeneous as they are reprefented to be by the Immaterialifts:—~ 
the one folid and extended;—the other, penetrable, and not occupy. 
ing fpace. He maintains that two fubftances, having 0 one’ pro 
‘perly in common, cannot pofiibly act upon, or be affected by, 
each other: aétion and reaétion being univerfally allowed to be 
equal, the fubjecéts of fuch action and reaction muft neceflarily 
be fimilar. Further, how can a fubftance, for inftance, that is 
extended, a&t upon, or be aéted upon by, another fubftance 
which bears no relation to /pace, and is properly no where? 
And though a body that is hard may refi/?, or he affected by, 
another hard or even foft body ; how can it be affected bya 
fubftance that can make no refiftance at all; nay which cannot, 
—= - propriety of {peech, be faid even to be in the fame place 
witd it 

But granting that there is no jmpoffibility in this cafe, and 
reducing it to a difficulty only; the Author contends that it is¢ 
difficulty of fuch magnitude, as greatly to exceed that of con- 
ceiving matter to be endowed with the principle of fenfation; 
and that of thofe two difficulties it is certainly moft philofophi- 
cal to adopt the Jeait. 

It has been but too ufual, in the difcuffion of philofophical 
gueftions, -in which religion feemed to be interefted, for thole 


_ who are termed the orthodox party, to ftrengthen their arguments, 


and bring an’ odium on their antagonifts, by deducing certain 
fuppofed horrid and dangerous confequences fram their doctrines, 
Thus Cudworth and Clark were charged with atheifm by their 
opponents. In the prefent cafe, particularly, it may be alleged 
that if fpirit and matter cannot poffibly act upon each other, 
as having no common property ; pot only the human foul, but the 
Divine Being muft be material.—A propofition, which in former 
days would have drawn down the anathemas of the church and 
the vengeance of the ftate upon the hardy propounder ! Th 
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The Author, in a particular fection appropriated to this fub- 
‘et, endeavours to fhew the perfect innocence of his doétrine, 
and of the confequences which may be fairly deduced from it, by 
a variety of confiderations. With the moft awful reverence for 
the Supreme Being, he confefles, that as we know little of cur- 

lues, we know much lefs of our AZaker. We know little even 
of the worts of God ; and therefore, a fartiori, much lefs of his 
Effence. We know not even the effence of matter, divefted of 
its properties and powers; nor have we a proper idea of any ¢/- 
ince whatever. He obferves that the Divine Nature or Effence 
is thus not only neceflarily unknown to us, but that it muft 
have properties moft effentially different from every thing elfe : 
fo that no proof of the materiality of the human mind can, by 
any juft analogy, be extended to a proof or evidence of a fimilar 
materiality of the Divine Nature: for the properties or powers 
being different, the /ubffance, or effence (ufing the terms merely 
ashelps to expreffion, but not at all to conception), muft be dif- 
ferent alfo. And though, according to the Author’s own po/fy- 
latum, there muft be fome common property in all beings that act 
upon each other ; yet we have no evidence that the Divine Na- 
ture is poflefled of the properties of other fubftances, in fuch a 
manner as to be intitled to the fame appellation. Thus the Di- 
vine Effence cannot, like matter, be the object of any one of our 
fenfes, &c. 

The Author proceeds however to obferve, that ‘ fhould any 
perfon, on account of the very few circumftanccs in which the 
Divine Nature refembles other natures, think proper to apply 
the term material to both; his hypothefis—which excludes im- 
penetrability or folidity from being a property of matter (by 
which, as we may fay, the reproach of matter is wiped off) makes 
this to be a very different kind of materiali/m from that grofler 
fort, which, however, has been maintained by many pious 
a” and was certainly the real belief of moft of the early 
athers,’ 

He afterwards adds, that it has been deemed dangerous to 
afcribe materiality either to a finite, or to the infinite mind, 
merely on account of the notion that matter is neceflarily inert, 
and abfolutely incapable of intelligence, thought, or action ;—‘ but 
when this reproach is wiped away, the danger vanifhes of courfe, 
ltis the powers of {upreme intelligence, omnipotence, unbound- 
ed goodnefs, and univerfal providence, that we reverence in the 
Deity ; and whatever be the eflence to which we believe thefe 
powers belong, it muft appear equally refpectable to us, 
_ Whether we call it material or immaterial: becaule it is not the 
fubfiance, of which we have no idea at all, but the properties, that 
ate the object of our contemplation and regard,’ 
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In a diftin& fe&tion the Author produces thé moft irre“ragable 
argunents for the being and perfections of God, principally 


taken from his Inftitutes of Natural Religion. Thefe arguments, 


he fhews, are not affected by the queftion of materiality or imma. 
teriality: the Divine unity and perfections ftanding upon the 
fame ground in either of thefe hypothefes. He fhews that the 
hypothefis of the materiality of the Divine Nature is not a dan- 
gerous one; and produces the teftimonies of fome of the moft 
pious and refpectable writers in favour of its innocence. He 
obferves, that it is the idea that all the vulgar actually form of 


‘God, whenever they think of him at all.—‘ If the idea could do 
- harm, almoft all*mankind muft have received that harm; and 
Notwithftanding all our laboured refinements, the evil, with re- 


fpect to the bulk of mankind at leaft, is naturally irremediable. 
But no harm whatever has come from it, nor is any to be ap- 
prehended.’"——-To thefe and other arguments the Author, to 
prevent all poffible cavil with refpeét to his religious fentiments, 
fubjoins the following declaration : 

© If, after this candid, explicit, and I hope clear and fatis- 
factory view of the fubje&, any perfor will tax my opinions, 
according to which the Divine Effence is nothing that was ever 
called matter, but fomething effentially different from it (though 


‘T have fhewn that the belief of all his attributes and providence 


is compatible with amy opinion concerning his effence),. with 
athei/m, | fhall tax him with great /fupidity or malignity. In my 
own idea, [ have all the foundation that the nature_of things 
admits of, for a firm belief in a firft, eternal, unchangeable, and 
intelligent caufe of all things ; and I have al! the proof that can 
be given of his almighty power, infinite goodnefs, and conftant 
providence. And this fyftem of natural religion affords all the 
foundation that can be had ‘in fupport of revealed religion, the 
hiftory of which is contained in the books of Scripture, which 
I moft cordially and thankfully receive; and the truth of which 
J have endeavoured, in the beft manner I have been able, to 
prove, in the fecond volume of my Jn/fitutes of Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion.’ 

The length to which we have already extended this article 
prevents us from taking notice of feveral interefting particulars, 
contained in this treatife. Before we conclude it however we 
fhall obferve, with regard to the Author’s doétrine, both with 
refpect to the Divine Effence and the human foul, that he ap- 
peals to the Scriptures to fhew that it is not only not repugnant 
to them in any refpeét, but that it is perfectly confonant to the 
doctrines: of revelation. He defcribes likewife the origin, and 
traces ftep by ftep the progrefs, of the opinion of @ foul difiint 


from the body of man; which was firft efablifhied in the Oriental 
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art of the world, and was thence diffufed throughout Europe, 
though with confiderable variations. From this dodétrine he 
derives all the capital corruptions of Chriftianity ;_ particulariy 
the pre-exiftence and divinity of Chrift, purgatory, the worfhip 
of the dead, with their endlefs fubcivifions and appendages, 


including almoft the whole fyftem of popery. 


The doétrine of the natural immortality of the fou, ccnfidered 
as a fubftance diftin& from the body, evidently afforded a foun- 
dation to the two laft mentioned parts of that fyftem; and 
accordingly Luther, the Author obferves, oppofed this dogma 
to the laft moment of his life, and ranked it among ‘* the mon- 
ftrous opinions to be found in the Roman Dunghills of Decretals.” 
He accordingly maintained the /ep, as it has been called, or 
utter infenfibility, of the foul after death ;—an opinion which 
was indeed violently oppofed by Calvin, but which has lately 
been revived, and has been ably fupported by the prefent learned 
Bifhop of Carlifle. This doétrine, the Author remarks, very 
materially affects the hypothefis of the zmmateriality, or feparate 
exiftence of the foul. It certainly, fays he, takes away all the 
ufe of the fyftem of the Immaterialifts :—* for though we fhould 
have a foul, yet while it is in a ftate of utter infen/ibility, it is in 
fact as much dead, as the Lody itfelf, while it continues in a ftate 
of death. Our calling it a ftate of /feep, is only giving another 
and fofter term to the fame thing ; for our ideas of the ftate it- 
felf are precifely the fame, by whatever xame we pleafe to 
cal] it.’ 

Thus the Author’s ‘ EXTINCTION of the whole man, at death,” 
—(by which phrafe, however, he appears to have meant only a 
decompofition, or temporary derangement, and difpcrfion of his 
material component particles) at which fo much offence has been 
taken by many perfons, and fome by our/elves, may be confi- 
dered as analagous to, and as venial a trefpals againft orthodoxy 
as, the doctrine of the /oul-fleepers, and may be allowed to ftand 
or fall with that hypothefis. 

The originality of the Author’s fyftem with refpect to the 
nature of matter, and the novelty of many of the arguments and 
confiderations propofed in this treatife, will render it highl 
interefting to thofe who choofe to make the difficult fable 
difcuffed in it the object of their meditation. With refpeét to 
the main queftion we fhall be filent ; leaving it to the reader to 
fuppofe that we may not perhaps be quite unanimous concerning 
it;—it would indeed be ftrange enough if a jury, compofed of 
critics and philofophers, were to agree perfectly in their decificn 
of fo recondite and litigious a fubjeét.— In the opinion of their 
prefent foreman, the modcfteft and fafeft verdict they can bring 


in, is lGNORAMUS, 
B..-y. 
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Art. IX. The DoArine of Philosophical Neceffity ilufirated ; being an 
Appendix to the Difquifitions relating to Matter and Spirit. Toavbich 
is added an Anjwer to the Letters on Materialilm, aud on Har thy’; 
Theory of the Mind. By Jofeph Prieflley, LL.D. F.R.S. gyo, 
4s. johnfon. 1777. 


F man be a fimple and wholly material being, as the Author 
has endeavoured to prove in the preceding treatife, he muft 
be fubje& to the laws of mechanifin; and all his ations muft be 
the mechanical and therefore neceffary refults of certain caufeés, 
which muft operate on his mind in the fame invariable manner, 
when the circumftances are the fame, and with the fame cer. 
tainty, as is obferved in the a€tion of bodies on each other, 
Accordingly the doctrine of Neceffity is confidered by, the Author 
as a direct inference from that of AZatertalifm; and the prefent 
Fffay is very naturally given as a proper fequel to the foregoing 
ge caer on Matter and Spirit +. 
he philofophical neceffity, however, for which the Author here 
contends, is very different from the fate of the ancients, and the 
predeflination of the Chriftians and Mahometans. Our country- 
man Hobbes, was, in the Author's opinion, the firft who under- 
ftood and maintained the proper doctrine of pr fepitcal neceffity. 
The obfcurity in which Lecke involved this fubject in his chap- 
ter on Power,—where he afcribes Aberty to man *, * after writ- 
ing a long time exactly like a Neceffarian’—‘ was effectually 
cleared up by Afr. Collins, in his Philofophical Inquiry concerning 
Human Liberty, publifhed in 1717. By the ftudy of this treatife 
the Author was convinced of the truth of the doétrine of Necel- 
fity ; and was afterwards confirmed in this principle by his ac- 
guaintance with Dr. Hartley's Theory of the Human Mind: 
though, like Dr. Hartley himfelf, he was not a ready convert, 
but * gave up his liberty with great reluctance.’ 

As Dr. Prieftley does not offer the prcfent as a complete 
treatife on the fubjeét, he refers thofe who have not yet entered 
on the difcaffion of this difficult queftion, to the writers above- 
mentioned; and likewife recommends to them the perufal of the 

writings of Dr. Fouathan Edwards, Mr. Hume, and Lord Kaims, 
particularly in his Sketches on Adan. His plan is only to difcufs 
thofe particular topics on which he imagined he could throw 





+t Both the volumes are, accordingly, fold together; not fepa- 
rately, Price 8s. in boards. 

* The unfettled flare of Mr. Locke’s mind, with refpect to this 
fubject, may be collected from the following quotation extraéted from 
a letter written by him to his friend Mr, Molyneux, dated January 
20, 1692-3. It appears, from it, that Mr. Locke at that time doubted 
whether liberty cou/d be communicated by the Deity to man. We can- 
not at preient recolleé&.from what particular publication the extract 
was taken—=** [pit be pofible for God,’ fays he, ‘to make a free 
age’, thew man"iS free, though I fee not the way of it,” 
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fome new light; either by fuggefting new confiderations on 
the fubject, or by illuftrating the arguments of his predé- 
ceflors, as well as clearing the doctrine of neceffity from the 
fyppofed dangerous confequences, with refpect to religion and 
morality, with which it has been clogged. He fhews likewife, 
pretty much at large, the eflential difference between this doc- 
trine, and the tenets of the Calvinifts with refpect to prede/tina- 
tin; and finally inquires how far.the Scriptures are favourable 
to the doctrine of neceffity. 

As a great part of the difputes relating to the queftion of 
Liberty and Neceffity— properly enough denominated by Hume, 
« the moft.contentious qucftion of metaphyfics, the moft con- 
tentious fcience.”"—have been occafioned by the difputants 
afixing different ideas to the fame words, and by not accurately 
ftating the fubject of difpute; the Authcr begins with fome 
obfervations explaining the terms of the queftion, or what he, 
asa Neceffarian, means and. contends for, when he affirms that 
man is, or is not, pofiefjed of a kberty of doing certain things, 

Thus he acknowledges in man a liberty or power of doing 
whatever he WILLS, or pleafes. As he can move his body or 
limbs at his pleafure, provided he is not prevented by any fo- 
reion obftacle ; fo likewife, in the abfence of al] extrinfic im- 
fu x y he is at liberty to turn his thoughts to any fubjeét, 
to weigh the reafons for or againft any propofition, and to re- 
fleé&t upon them as long as he fhall think proper. 

In this conceffion the Author obferves that he grants ¢ not 
only all the /iderty that the generality of mankind have any idea 
of, or can be made to underftand ; but alfo all that many of the 
profelled advocates for liberty, againft the doctrine of neceffity, 
have claimed.’ 

‘s Surely it is in a man’s power,’ fays Wollafton [ Religion of 
Nature, p. 112.] © to keep his hand from his mouth, — If 
it is, it is alfo in his power to forbear excefs in eating and 
drinking. If he has the command of his own feet, fo as to go 
either this way or that, or no whither, as fure he has, it is in 
his power to abftain from vicious company or vicious places, and 
fo on.”——Thefe forbearances and motions, he adds, ‘* depend 
folely upon the wi//, and begin there.” 

This laft affertion of the advocate for philofophical liberty our 
Author denies. Though the motion, for inftance, depends 
upon the will, or is the immediate confequence of it, he affirms 
that it does not begin there : the will itfelf being determined by 
fome motive, which acts upon it as an efficient and neceflary 
caufe, 

Further, the Author acknowledges likewife that man has 3 
liberty of fu/pending a former determination; but this is only a 
confequence of another new volition ; and the volition iticit is 
the 
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the confequence or effec? of fome motive or réafon, which is its 
proper caufe, as we have juft now obferved. 

Having explained the nature of that liberty of which man j; 
pofleffed, the Author proceeds to fhew, on the other hand, that 
the iserty, or rather power, which he is not poflefled of, -* és that 
of doing feveral things’—(not only different, but contrary, for ex. 
ample), when all the previous circum/tances (including the flate of 
bis mind, and his views of things) are precifely the fame’-—When 
every circumftance is exactly fimilar, man would always volun. 
tarily (and yet neceffarily * ) make the fame choice, and come to 
‘the fame determination. a 

¢ A man indeed,’ fays the Author, on another occafion, ¢ when 
he reproaches himfelf for any particular ation in his paft con- 
duct, may fancy that, if he was in the fame fituation again, he 
would have acted differently. But this is a mere de tion; and 
if he examines himfelf /friétly, and takes in ail circuiftances, he 
may be fatisfied that, with the fame inward difpofition of mind, and 
with precifely the fame vutews of things, that he had then, and 
exclufive of all others that he has acquired by reflection fince, 
he could not have aéted otherwife than he did.’ 

The Author, in fhort, maintains that ‘ there is fome fixed law 
of nature refpecting the will, as well as other powers of the 
mind, and every thing elfe in the conftitution of nature; and 
confequently that it 1s never determined without fome real or 
apparent cau/e, foreign to itfelf, 1. e. without fome motive of choice; 
or that motives influence us in fome definite and invariable man- 
ner, fo that every volition, or choice, is conftantly regulated, 
and determined, by what precedes it.’—* This conffant determi- 
nation of mind,’ he adds, * according to the motives prefented 
to it, is all that mean by its nece/Jary determination. ‘This be- 
ing admitted to be the fact, there will be a neceflary connection 
between all things paft, prefent, and to come, in the way of pro- 
per caufe and effect, as much in the iztelleétual, as in the natural 
world; fo that, how little foever the bulk of mankind may be 
apprehenfive of it, or ftagzered by it —according to the eftablifh- 
ed laws of nature, no event could have been otherwife than it bas 
been, is, or is ta be; and therefore al] things paft, prefent, and to 
come, are precifely what the Author of nature really intended 
them to be, and has made provifion for.’ 





ES 


* The clearing up the feeming contradi&tion between thefe two 
terms may throw light on the Author’s argument. ‘ Voluntary,’ he 
obferves, as hath likewife Mr. Locke, ‘ is not oppofed to necéfary, but 
Only to involuntary ; and nothing can be oppofed to meceffary, bat 
contingent. For a voluntary motion may be regulated by certain rules 
as much as a mechanical one ; and if it be regulated by any certain 
rules, or laws, itis as neceffary as any mechan:cal motion whatever.’ 
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Haying. fully explained what is meant by the doctrine which 
is maintained in this treatife, the Author proceeds to prove the 
ruth of it, fy{t from the confideration of caufe and effeé?, oF 
the obfervation that the fame events neceffarily and. certainly 
follow the fame preceding circumftances ; and in the next place 
from the Divine prefcience, which attribute of the divine and 
furely omnifcient Being fome zealous advocates for the liberty of 
man have been hardy enough to give up, on account of its in- 
confiftency with their fyflem.—following the proper rules of 
philofophizing, according to which the cau/es of things are to be 
deduced from obfervations of the appearances, he finds that mo- 
tives are the proper caufes of volitions and actions ; or, in other 
words, that the zz// or choice, and the motive, correfpond precifely 
toan effec? and its caufe. vitae . 

Thus, fays he, nothing can act more invariably, or mecha- 
nically, than motives in producing human actions. —‘ Strengthen 
the motive, and the action is more vigorous; diminifh it, and 
its vigour is abated: change the motive, end the action is 
changed; intirely withdraw it, and the action ceafes ; introduce 
an oppofite motive of equal weight, and all action is fufpended, 
juft as a limb is kept motionlefs by the equal action of antagonift 
mufcles. As far as we can judge, motives and aéfions do, in all 
pofible cafes, ftri€tly correfpond to each other.’—In fhort, he 
afterwards adds, ‘ determinations muft be directed by certain 
invariable laws, depending upon the previous ftate of mind, 
and the ideas prefent to it, at the moment of forming any refo- 
lution; fo that, in no cafe whatever could they have been other- 
wife than they actually were.’ 

The Author next confiders that cenfcioufnefs of liberty, or of a 
[lf-determining power, which all men certainly feel, and which he 
analyfes in the fifth fection; where he fhows that, according to 
the copftitution of the mind of man, his thoughts can be turned 
to different fubjects, according to the motives that occur to him ; 
and that a con{cioufnefs of this property of the human mind is 
all that we properly can feel in what is calied a confcioufnefs of 
liberty, 

In the two next feétions the Author confiders whether liberty 
beeflential to practical virtue, as hath been affirmed by thofe who 
maintain man’s felf determining power; 2nd who likewife deny 
that there can be any propriety in rewards and punifhments, 
or indeed any refpon/ibility or accountablencfi, on the fcheme of 
neceffity. He endeavours, on the contrary, to fhew that virtue 
can only be properly eftablifhed on the xeceffary influexce of mo- 
fives on the mind of man; and that it is this neceifary influence 
that makes him the proper fubjeét of reward and punifhment, 
Praife and blame. Mankind in general, fays he, even the vul- 
ga as well as the philofopher, * have no idea of volition but as 
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preceded and directed by motives ; and if they were told of any de- 
termination of the mind not produced by motives, good or bad, they 
would never be brought to think there could be aity thing mora/, 
any thing virtuous or vicious in it, any thing that could be the 
proper object of praife or blame, reward or punifhment.’—Oy 
the other hand he contends, that the doctrine of philofophical 
liberty, or of an arbitrary /el/f-determining power, uninfluenced 
by motives, intirely difqualifies a man from being the proper 
fubje& of blame or approbation.—An appofite example with 
which he enforces and illuftrates his arguments on this: head 
deferves to be given entire. We fhall tranfcribe the greater 
part of it. 

“« Let us fuppofe,’ fays the Author, ‘ two minds conftruéed, 
as I may fay, upon the principles of the two oppofite fchemes 
of liberty and neceffity; all the determinations of the one being 
invariably directed by its previous difpofitions, and the motives 
prefented to it, while the other fhall have a power of determin- 
ing,. in all cafes, in a manner independent of any fuch previous 
difpofition or motives ; which is precifely the difference between 
the fyftems of neceffity and liberty, philofophically and ftrilly 
defined. To avoid circumlocution, let us call the former A. 
and the latter B. I will farther fuppofe myfelf to be a father, 
and thefe two my children; and, knowing their inward make 
and conftitution, let us confider how I fhould treat them. 

‘ My object is to make them virtuous and happy. All my 
precepts, and the whole of my difcipline, are directed to that 
end. For the ufe of difcipline is, by the hope of fomething that 
the fubjects of it know to be good, or the fear of fomething that 
they know to be evil, to engage them to act in fuch a manner 
as the perfon who has the conduct of that difcipline well knows 
to be for their good ultimately, though they cannot fee it.— 

© Now, fince motives have a certain and neceflary influence 
on the mind of A. I know that the profpect of good will cer- 
tainly incline him to do what I recommend to him, and the fear 
of evil will deter him from any thing that I wifh to diffuade him 
from; and.therefore I bring him under the courfe of difcipline 
above defcribed with the greateft hope of fuccefs, Other in- 
fluences, indeed, to which he may be expofed, and that I am 
not aware of, may counteract my views, and thereby my object 
may be fruftrated ; but, notwithftanding this, my difcipline will, 
likewife, have its certain and neceffary effeé?; counteracting 
in part, at leaft, all foreign and unfavourable influence, and 
therefore cannot be wholly loft upon him. Every promife and 
every threatening, every reward and every punifhment, judi- 
cioufly adminiftered, works to my end. If this difcipline be 
fufficient to overcome any foreign influence, I engage my fon 
in a train of proper a&ions, which, by means of ‘the’ mechanical 
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Aure of his mind, will, at length, form a ftable habit, which 
infures my fuccefs.’ | ; 

¢ But in my fon B. I have to do witha creature of quite another 
mate. Motives have no neceflary or certain influence upon his 
determinations ; and in all cafes where the principle of freedom 
for exemption] from the certain influence of motives takes place, 
it is exaétly an equal chance whether my promifes or threaten- 
ings, my rewards or punifhments, determine his a¢tions or not. 
The felf-determining power is not at all of the nature of any 
mechanical influence, that may be counteracted by influences 
equally mechanical; but is a thing with refpect to which I can 
make no fort of calculation, and againft which I can make 
no provifion. Even the longeft continued feries of proper actions 

will form no Aadit that can. be depended upon; and therefore, 
after all my labour and anxiety, my object is quite precarious 
and uncertain.’ 

‘If we fuppofe that B. is, in fome degree, determined by mo- 
tives, in that very degree, and no other, is he a proper fubjec& of 
difcipline ; and he can never become wholly fo, till his felf= 
determining power be intirely difcharged, and he comes to be the 
fame kind of being with A. on whom motives of all kinds have 
a certain and neceflary influence.’—* Had I the making of 
my own children,’ fays the Author, ‘ they fhould certainly be 
all conftituted like A. and none of them like B.’ 

With refpect to the trimming fcheme, if we may fo call it, 
alluded to in the laft paragraph—which is adopted by fome, 
who, at the fame time that they are conftrained to allow that 
motives have an influence on the human mind,, allege neverthe- 
lefs that it is pofleffed likewife of a /elf- determining power, which 
atts arbitrarily, and independently of motives—the Author ob- 
ferves that the two fchemes, of Jiderty and neceffity, admit of no 
medium between them ;—* that all the virtue and merit, alk the 
foundation for praife, take place ju/? fo far as neceffity takes 
place; and fail juft fo far as this imaginary /iberty of choice, acting 
independently of motives, interferes to ob{truct it.’ 

As this queftion hath, as che Author obferves, been rendered 
more obfcure than perhaps any other in the whole compafs of 
Philofophical difcuffion, by an unfair and improper manner of 
ating it; we fhall prefent our readers with another view of it, 
inwhich Dr. Prieftley undertakes to fhew that * tnere is all the 
foundation that we can wifh, for a proper cccountablenefs, and 
for praife and blame, on the doétrine of nece/fity; and not fo 
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much as a fhadow of any real foundation fur them upon any 
other fuppofition,’ 

© When f, or the world at large,’ fays he, * praife my fon A. 
we tell him we admire his excellent dijpajition, in confequence of 
Which all good motives have a ceztain and never-failing ire 
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fluence upon his mind, always determining his choice to what 
is virtuous and honourable ; and that his conduct is not direéted 
either by mere will, or the authority of any other perfon, but pro. 
ceeds from his own virtuous difpofition only ; and that his good 
habits are fo confirmed, that neither promifes nor threatenings 
are able to draw him afide from his duty. 

‘In this reprefentation I am confident that I keep back no- 
thing that is cffential. The ideas of mankind in general never 
go beyond this, when they praife any perfon, nor, philofophically 
fpeaking, cught they to doit. Praife that is founded on an 
other principles is really ab/urd; and if it was underftood by the 
vulgar, would be reprobated by them, as intirely repugnant to 
their concepiions of it. ‘This will clearly appear by confidering 
the éafe of my fon B. 

© We have fuppofed that A has done a virtuous action, and 
has been commended, becaufe it proceeded from the bent of his 
mind to virtue; fo that whenever proper circumftances occur. 
red, he neceffarily * did what we wifhed him to have done. Let 
us now fuppofe that B does the very faine thing; but let it be 
fairly underftood, that the caufe of his right determination was 
not any bias or di/po/ition of mina in favour of virtue, or becaufe 
a good motive influenced him to do it; but that his determina. 


tion was produced by fomething within him (call it by what 


name you pleafe) of a quite different nature, with retpeé to 
which, motives of any kind have no fort of influence or effeét, 
a mere arbitrary pleafure, without any reafon whatever (fot a 
reafon is a motive) and I apprehend he would no more be 
thought a proper fubje&t of praife, notwithftanding he fhould 


do what was right in itfelf, than the dice, which, by a fortu- 


nate throw, fhould give a man an eftate. It is true the action 
was right, but there was not the proper principle, and motive, 
which are the only juft foundations of prai/e. 

‘ In fhort, where the proper influence of motives ceafes, the 
proper foundation of praife and blame difappears with it; and a 
felf-determining power, fuppofed to aét in a manner independent 
of motive, and even contrary to every thing that comes under 
that defcription, is a thing quite foreign to every idea that bears 
the leaft relation to praife or blame. A gcod action produced 
in this manner is no indication of a good difpefition of mind, ine 
clined to yield to the influence of good impreffions, and there- 
fore is nothing on which | can depend for the future. Evena 
feries of good actions, produced in this manner, gives no fe- 
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* Such feems to have been the nece/fty of ating virtuoufly, afcribed 
to Cato by Paterculus, as quoted by Hobbes and the Author. Pa- 
tercules praifes him becaule he was good 4y nature—et quia aliter oft 
won prtuit. 
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curity for a proper conduét in future inftances ; becaufe fuch 
sions can form no habit, ‘i.e. no neceflary tendency to a par- 
ticular conduct; but every thing is liable to be reverfed by this 
elf- determining principle, which can turn a decaf ear to all motives, 
and all reafons.’ 

Among the objections to the do&trine of neceffity, it has been 
urged, that men firmly perfuaded of the truth of it, or con- 
vinced that no action or event could have been, or can poffi- 
bly be, otherwife than it bas been, is, or is to be, muft be wholly 
indifferent with refpect to their conduct in lite. The Author 
anfwers that this would be the cafe § if their cz afzons and de- 
terminations were not neceffary links in this chain of caufes and 
events, and if their good or bad fuccefs did not, in the ftricteft 
fenfe of the word, depend upon themfelves.’ — Nay, he affirms that, 


‘in fact, the fyftem of neceffity makes every man the maker of 


his oun fortune, ina ftricter fenfe than any other fyitem whatever.’ 
The following example is given to illuftrate this part of his 
doétrine. 

The Author premifes that, according to the efablifhed laws of 
nature, our provifion for the next year and all the.events re- 
lating to it, are, in fact, abfolutely fixed, and nothing can inter- 
fere to make them otherwife than they are to be:—* But will 
any farmer,’ fays he, believing this ever fo firmly, * negleét, on 
this accouyt, to fow his fields, and content himfelf with faying, 
“ God kttws how I fhall be provided for the next year: I cannot 
change his decree, and let his will be dane?’ We fee, in fact, that 
fuch a perfuafion never operates in this manner; _ becaufe, 
though the chain ef events is neceflary, our own determinations 
and aéticns are necefiary links of that chain. ‘This gives the 
farmer the tulleft aflurance, that if it be decreed for him to 
ttarve, it is likewife decreed for him to neglect to fow his fields ; 
but if he do {ow his fields, which depends intirely upon himéfelf, 
that then, fince the laws of nature are invariable, it will be evi- 
dent that no fuch unfavourable decree had gone forth.’ 

After fhewing the moral advantages derived from a belief 
in the doctrine of neceflity, the Author anfwers an objection to 
it, the folving of which Mr. Hume contidered as ** having been 
found hitherto to excecd all the fkill of philofophy ;” that is, 
toufe his own words, ‘* to explain diftinétly how the Deity 
can be the mediate caufe of all the actions of men, without 
being the author of fin, and moral turpitude” [Eflays, vol. ii. 
fect. 8, pag. 114, edit. in 8vo,j—* but did not this writer 
know,’ fays Dr. Prieftley, * what is known to all the world, 
that the motive or intention with which a thing,is done, is the 
circumftance that principally conftitutes its morality? Men who 
act from a bad intention are certainly vicious; but though God 
may be the ultimate caufe of that bad difpofition, yet, ince he 
Produces it from a good motive, in order to bring good out of 
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it, he is certainly not vicious, but good, and holy in that re 
{pect.’—It fhould be confidered too, he adds, that upon any 
fcheme that admits of the divine prefcience, God muft appear 
the proper caufe of evil, as much as on the fcheme of necef. 
fity:—‘ for ftill God is fuppofed to forefee, and permit, what 
was in his power to have prevented, which is the very fame 
thing as willing and directly cau/ing it. —Indeed they who have 
attempted to account for the origin of evil in general, either by 
fhewing that it is, in the end, produétive of greater good, or in 
any other manner, have by their folutions anticipated this diffi. 
culty ; at leait, the neceffarian f{cheme does not increafe it, 

In the remaining fections the Author fhews how far the ferip. 
tures are favourable to the dodtrine of neceffity, and in what re. 
{pects the latter differs from the prede/lination of the Calvinifts ; 
clofing the performance with an an{wer to the author of the Let. 
ters on Materialifm, &c.*—With refpect to the treatife itfelf— 
the pretty large extracts which we have given from it will be 
fufficient to afford our Readers a general notion of fome of the 
Author’s arguments and illuftrations, and of the popular or 
familiar manner in which he has treated this abftrufe fubjed, 
We have declined making any obfervation with refpeé to the 
y xen itfelf ;—efpecially as we learn that Dr. Price and the 

uthor have entered into an amicable controverfy on the fubjed, 
the refult of which will foon be prefented by them jointly to the 


Public. ee ee ae PD. a 
Art. X. Anperson’s Obfervaticns on the Means of exciting a Spirit 
of national Induftry, concluded, See Review for laft Month. 

N two former numbers we explained the outlines of that 

plan for the improvement of his native country, {ketched out 
by our patriotic Author. In the twelfth and following letters he 
anfwers feveral objections that had been made to fome faéts which 
he had mentioned ; and is at great pains to fhow that it was not 
from inadvertence that he had afferted that Englifh wool is now 
of a quality much inferior to what it was in former times. To 
prove that this is actually the cafe, he gives a fuccin& review of 
the trade in wool, and of the progrefs of our woollen manufac- 
ture from the earlieft period to the prefent time. This part of 
the book will be particularly interefting to our Englifh readers ; 
as he here brings to light fome faéts which have been overlooked 
by political writers in general, and corrects many erroneous 
opinions adopted by hiftorians on this fubject. It is indged but 
of late that hiftorians have lent much if any attention to the 
progrefs of ufeful arts, fo that it is no wonder if they fometimes 
fall into miftakes, or adopt with too little caution, vulgar pre- 
judices that have been generally received, 
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* For an account of thofe Lesters, fee the firft Article in our Re- 
view for February, 1777. 
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Inftead of having received from Spain the firft fheep that 
roduced fine wool in this ifland, as hath becn often afferted, he 
fhows, from undoubted authorities, that in the time of the Ro- 
mans our woo! was held in fuch an high degree of eftimation, as 
to be employed for making cloth for the emperor’s own peculiar 
ufe; that it was equally efteencd by the Venetians, and other 
Italian ftates, while the woollen manufacture was in a great 
meafure confined to Italy; that it was held in equal eftimation 
by the Flemings, when the woollen manufacture was eftablifhed 
in the Netherlands; that dur ng the 15th and 16th centuries 
Englith woo! fold at a much higher price, in every market, than 
Spanifh, and was univerfally a lowed to be more valuable, in 
every refpect; that not an ounce of Spanifh wool entered into 
the fabric of E: glifh cloth till after the :eign of Elizabeth, 
but that fince the reign of James [. the quality of Britifh 
wool has gradually deciined, tii] at length it has fallen to fuch a 
ftate of degradation, as to be unfit to enter at all into the falfri- 
cation of fuperfine clorhs., 

He next enquires into the caufe of this very intereftine revo- 
Jution in arts, and endeavours to fhow that it ought to be en- 
tirely attributed to the law prohibiting the exportation of Britith 
wool, This prohibition, he contends, was not enacted into a 
law either in the days of Edward II}. or of Elizabeth, as hifto- 
rians have aflerted, but vegan firft to be introduced in the 
reign of James I, and his unhappy fon Charles, both of whom 
made fome proclamations agatnft it, with a view to extort 
money for licences; but it n ver, Mr A. affirms, received the 
fanction of law till after the reftoration, nor was the law ever 
attempted to be ftrictly put in force till the revolution. No 
fooner did the reftraint produced by this law begin to be felt, 
than the quality of our wool began to decline; and thus conti- 
nuing to decreafe as the law preffed more and more feverely, 
Spanifh wool at length obtained a decided fuperiority over Eng- 
lith wool, and we were forced either to impor. Spanth wool, 


orto renounce our fine woo len manufactures. Put as other 


Rations can buy Spanifh wool as cheap as ourie!ves, the Author 
obferves, that we no longer pofle{s any advantage over then ja 
the manufacture of fine cloth; hence, fays he, the deciine of our 
trade in fine cloths to Turkey and other places in the Levant, 
as well as on the borders of the Baltic, &c. “T'o the fame law 
he afcribes in a great meafure the rife of the French woollen 
manufacture; as the people of that country have been furnifhed 
with our wool by a pernicious fmuggling ‘rade, ata much lower 
rate than they could otherwife have obtained it. The manner 
in which this law operates in forwarding the French manufac 
tures, he thus explains in a note: 
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* When a naticn adopts any iniquitous plan, to advance jis own 
profperity at the expence of others, it is impoffible to forefee half 
the bad effects that may refult from it.—It was vainly imagined by 
fome fhort-fighted politicians, that in confequence of the low Price 
of wool in England that would refult from the law prohibiting the 
exportation of wool, the Englifh manufaéiurer would be enabled to 
underfell all others, and would thus obtain a monopoly of the wool. 
len trade to all the world; and it would be no difficult matter to 
produce many authors who ferioufly believed in fuch a vifionary pro- 
ject. How different was the refult of that experiment! At thar 
time France had almoft no woollen manufacture; and it would have 
been long before fhe would have been able to cope with England, 
had the been obliged to purchafe her wools at the former price. But 
when the prices of wool were fo much reduced in England, the 
French found themfelves able to purchafe it, by a contraband trade, 
{o much below its old rate, that they were enabled not only to ma- 
nufacture cloths for themfelves, but to export them to others to a 
great amount, ‘Thus, by endeavouring to grafp too greedily at 
more than our own, we furnifhed a weapon to our moft dangerous 
rivals, by the aid of which they were enabled fuccefsfully to attack 
us. 

‘ Since the former part of this note was written, I find fome per. 
fons have a difiiculty to comprehend, how it was poffible for the 
French to purchafe their wool cheaper after the exportation of our 
wool was prohibited than before it, as it now muft come to them 
loaded with the whole charge of fmuggling, which it is imagined 
will at leaft be equal to the former duty on exportation. There 
are, however, feveral reafons why they fhould get it much cheaper 
than before, and even perhaps cheaper than the Britith manovfae- 
turers themielves. 

‘in the ff place, As forcign merchants are now excluded from 
the commerce of wool, it has fallen prodigiouily in its price, being 
at a medium not above half the price it ufed formerly to be fold at; 
—-fo that although France fhould be at the whole charge of fmug- 
gling it, the original purchafe is fo much below what it formerly 
was, Or ever would have been without that abfurd law, that her 
manufacturers can buy it at heme at a much lower price than for- 
merly. But, 

* Secendiy, France does not in reality pay for the charge of fmug~- 

-gling our wool. For by the many prohibitory laws againft the com- 
merce of France, our fmugglers are ready to run the rifk, or at leat 
to meet them half way, for the profit they are enabled to make by 
the goods they receive in return. And, 

‘ Thirdly, As the price of thofe French goods prohibited by the 
laws of Britain are prodigioufly enhanced in our market above their 
natural value, a very fmall quantity of thefe will amount to a much 
ereater price to the {muggler at home, than the home market price 
ot his wool; fo that in this way, by’a very advantageous barter, the 
French, may, and | believe really do, get our wool, from Ireland 
ef{pecially, cheaper than the Britiih manufacturers themfelves. 

‘ It is by attending to circumftances of this fort, that we are en 
abled to explain many feeming paradoxes in trade; among _ 
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the folowing may be reckoned one.—A very fenfible manufacturer 
Jately aflured me, that for many years paft, Englith wool of equal 
gnene’s may be bought at Amfterdam cheaper than at London; and 
that he himfelf would probably have bought it there, and brought 
it to Scotland, had it not been that the general courfe of his trade 
jed hin more naturally to the London market,—It is thus tht Ava- 
rice almoft always counteracts her own purpofes; and our endea- 
yours to obtain an unjuft afcendency over others, for the moit part 
turn out in the end to their emolument, and the detriment of our- 
felves.—Hoping to obtain an afcendency over all others by the mo- 
nopoly of our wool, we have thus effentially hurt our own manufac- 
tures, and encouraged thofe of our rivals, to a degree that no efforts 
of their own, unaided by our felly, could ever have effected.’ 

Such being the confequences of this law, it is no wonder that 
he warmly prefles that it fhould be inftantly repealed. 

It having been objected that cheapnefs of living is unfavour- 
able to manufactures, and might deprive Scotland of one advan- 
taze he had afcribed to it, he is induced to examine this point 
at fome length. He agrees, indeed, with the advocates for this 
fyftem, in allowing that a temporary fall in the price of necef- 
faries of life in any country tends to difcourage manufactures ; 
but he, at the fame time, fhows that if the price be permanently 
high it muft operate as a perpetual bar to their progrefs. He 
likewife proves that every variation in the price of the neceflaries 
of life 1s deftructive of. national induftry ; on which account 
great care ought to be taken to prevent every fuch variation ; 
and as he thinks the Britifh fyftem of corn laws tends to keep 
the grain nearly at one price, he very much applauds the {pirit 
with which they have been framed. 

Finding, however, that he here differs in opinion from the 
celebrated Author of An Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of the 
Wealth of Nations, he enters into avery minute examination of the 
arguments advanced by that writer againft the bounty on corn; 
vut is obliged to draw conclufions in every refpeét the reverfe 
of what Dr, Smith has done. Whether our Author has mif- 
underftood the doctor’s arguments, as he modeftly intimates 
his fear that he may have done, or whether Dr. Smith may, 
through inadvertency, have advanced arguments in one part of 
fuch a long work that are contradicted by his reafoning in other 
parts of it, we will not at prefent enquire; but we think it 
is incumbent on this ingenious author either to reconcile the 
feeming contradictions and inaccuracies of reafoning here pointed 
out, or to give up the argument entirely. In hopes, therefore, 
of having oceafion to refume this fubject in future, we fhall 
Content ourfelyes at prefent with quoting our Author’s general 
COnciulion : 
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‘ To conclude, fays he, It is certain, that if no over-ralin 
fluence had prevented it, the price of grain would have rifen in 
England, in the fame proportion with that of al! other commodities 
in confequence of the general decreafe in the value of money e<diee 
the price gf grain has not only not rifen fince the bounty was ingi. 
tuted, as has been the cafe with all other commodities, bur has even 
fallen fince that period: therefore it has been kept thus dilpropor. 
tionately low by ‘he powerful over-ruling influence of fome caufe, 

‘ If this effeét had been produced by the general fecurity, as tg 
property, that the fubject now enjoys in Great Britain, the fame 
caufe would have operated {till more powerfully in moderating the 
price of labour and manufatiures —But the price of labour and of 
mauufactures has encreafed fince that period;—it muit therefore be 
attributed co fome other caule. 

‘ If ** the bounty had always raifed the nominal price of grain *,” 
that article of produce muft have had its nominal] value augmented, 
not only as much, but even more than that of any other commo. 
dity, fince the bounty took place.—But the xominal value of that 
commodity has decveafed fince that time, while chat of all other 
commodities has encreafed; therefore the bounty on corn has not 
encreafed its nominal value. 

* Jf * (he price of con bid abfolutely regulated the price of all 
other commodities,” the price of every other commodity mut by 
confequence rife or Jail, as th general average moncy price of corn 
rifes or falls in any country, But the average money price of corn 
in Evgiand has been lower fii ce the bounty took place, than it was 
befure tha: period, al hough the price of all other commodities is 
now higher than f rmerly ; therefore the price of corn does not ab- 
folurely regulate ‘he price of labour and of all other commodities. 

© If * it is impeffible to alrer the rea/ price of corn by any con= 
trivance,” and if ** the real price of any Commodity be the quantity 
of labour it can maintain or procure ;” it muft follow, that the price 
of one determinate quantity of corn will, at all times, and in all 
places, be capable of purchafing an equal quantity of labour :—but 
as it requires a much grea‘er guanity Of money now to purchafe the 
fame quantiy of manutactures, or of labour, than it did fitty years 
ago; and as the f.me quentity of corn cannot ac this time purchale 
fo much moncy as before the bounty took place ;—it follows, that 
the real price of corn 1s much lower at prefent than it was at fome 
former period ;—therefore it zs poflible to augment or diminih the 
real value of corn, as well as of every other commodity. 

‘ Bot if the nominal value of corn has decrcaled tince the bounty 
was eliablifhed 5 and if, in conf quence ot that, 118 real price be not 
now much more than one half of whatis formerly was; and if no 
other probable caufe can be affigned for this but the operation of the 
boun'y, and the other corn laws; and if thefe laws explain in a 
fatis‘actory manner all the phenomena above enumerated; we fhall 
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* The paflages inclofed within inverted double commas are quoted 
from Dr. Smith, and have each of them been anfwered more fully 
in the preceding parts of this eflay. 
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then be obliged to acknowledge, that inftead of being ‘ an abfurd 
regulation of commerce,” it is perhaps the wifeft and the bett politi- 
cal inftitution that has ever graced the annals of any nation.’ 

He clofes this very interefting digreffion with fome fevere 
animadverfions on the fpirit of the corn laws of Scotland, which 
he fays have been evidently framed with an intention to advance 
the interefts of avriculture at the expence of the fifter arts. But 
toaim at feparating the intereft of manufactures from that of 
agriculture, is in his opinion like endeavouring to feparate the 
fhadow from the fubftance. He deems it both foolifh and 
unjuft ; he thinks that it muft end in the difappointment of its 
projector, and prove detrimental to the interefts of thofe very 
perfons whom it was moft intended to ferve. 

In order to obtain a more equitable fyftem of corn laws for 
that country, he afcertains what are the circumftances that 
ought, in all cafes, to regulate the amount of the bounty, 
as well as the price at which it ought to be granted. This we 
do not remember to have feen attempted before; and therefore 
we are forry that as our Jimits are infufficient for any fatisfac- 
tory extracts from this part of the work, we can omy, in brief, 
obferve, that the corn laws are here difcuffed on a more liberal, 
more enlarged plan, than any that we have met with in other trea- 
tifes, on the fubjeét; and we doubt not that if Dr. Smith fhall re- 
fume the argument, it will be the means of our arriving at a greater 
degree of certainty, with regard to this very important branch 
of civil polity than has ever yet been obtained: for we agree 
with our candid Author in thinking that it is of no moment 
to the public who it is that fhall be right, or who wrong, but 
it may be of high importance to the nation that the truth in 
this cafe fhould be with certainty difcovered. 

This digreffion being finifhed, the writer animadverts on the 
vulgar Englifh for their abfurd prepoffeffion againft the Scots ; 
and fhows what little caufe there is for their entertaining any 
jealoufy of that part of the country, as a rival in manufactures. 
He proves that by encouraging the plan of improvement pro- 
pofed, England might regain her former fuperiority in the 
woollen manufacture, which fhe cannot hope to recover by any 
other means. 

‘You cannot, fays he, but have remarked, that as England 
has already loft a great part of her trade for fine cloths to many 
parts of the world, in confequence of having loft her fine wool, and 
runs a great rifk of joing that fhare of it which ftill remains ; if 
fhe continues to depend con Spain for that neceffary article, it be- 
comes neceflary to look around her to try if fhe can obtain it elfe- 
Where at a more moderate rate.—From the prefent political fituation 
of England, there is but little hope that ever fhe could regain fuch 
a pre-eminence in rearing fine wool as fhe once enjoyed. But every 


thing concurs at prefent to favour the attempt in Scotland; and 
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fhould it fucceed, there is no doubt but that Britain might again 
recover that pre-eminence in the woollen manufacture the once pof- 
feffed.— For as there is no other kingdom in Europe, except Spain, 
that could produce fuch fine wool as might be reared in Scotland, 
the manufacturers of other nations would be under the neceflity of 
reforting to Spain, or more diflant countries, for that peceffary ar. 
ticle, which we could have within our own ifland; which wou!d 
give us fuch an advantage over them in this refpect as would enfure 
the profperity of this branch of our manufacture.—In this view, 
therefore, it is greatly the intereft of the flate to promote the plan 
for improving our wool above recommended.’ 

Having thus proved that there are no natural impediments to 
prevent the eftablifhment of manufactures in Scotland, he takes 
a retrofpective view of thofe political inftitutions that have tended 
to retard their progrefs in that country. Among other particu. 
Jars he animadverts with great warmth upon the pernicious ten- 
dency of entails, and traces the influence of that mode of tranf- 
mitting heritage upon the national character of the people: he 
Jikewife complains that the mode of trials for civil caufes in 
Scotland is lefs friendly to liberty and a f{pirit of independence, 
the only fuye foundation of national indultry, than in England, 
and he clofes the volume with remarks on the nature of the 
fitheries of Scotland. 

‘ Lhave purpofely, fays he, avoided, till this time, faying any 
thing about the fitheries on the coaft of Scotland, about which you 
are 10 anxious to be informed; becavfe I forefee, that till fome plan 
is adopted to mitigate thofe evils that deprefs the lower ranks of 
people in Scotland, and to bellow upon them riches and adtivity, all 
attempts to reap benefits from thence muft be pcor and inconfider- 
able ; and becaufeI am fenfible, that if ever thefe beneficent pur- 
poles fhall be effected, the fithings, without almoit any effort of thofe 
in power, will become a great and altonifhing object of national 
wealth and indullry, As this, therefore, muft naturaii rather follow 
than lead the way in the improvement of Scotland, I have hitherto 
kept it out of fight.’ 

Then follow fome obfervations on the falmon and cod 
fifheries, which we pafs over as of lefs moment, to ceme to the 
herring fifhery, which he thinks has never yet been attempted in 
a proper manner. 


‘ The great point wanted to give ftability to the Britith herring= 
fifhery, is to dim‘nith the expence incurred by thofe who engage in 
it.— For till that fhall be accomplifhed fo far as to bring the Britith 
herrings cheaper to a foreign market cthan™thofe of Holland can be 
afforded, the bufinefs muft be carried on in a languid manner, that 
can be attended with little benefit to the nation. But this expence 
can only be diminiihed by the frugality and induftry of the perfons 
actually engaged in the fifhery; which can be accomplifhed in no 
other way, than by giving to thofe individuals engaged in it the 
‘certainty of reaping for themfelves, and not earning for another, the 
whole profits that thall be derived from that induitry and frogali'y. 
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No labour that is carried on by flaves, can ever be done at fo little ex- 
ance as by freemen.—Nothing that is performed by birelings, cam ever 
be performed Jo cheap as by men who are working immediately for their 
owe beboof. . o's 

‘ This fundamental axiom in politics, the juftnefs of which is con- 
frmed by the experience of al] nations, ancient and modern, feems 
to have been entirely overlooked by our legiflators in their attempts 
toeftablith the herring fifhery; in confequence of which their efforts, 
alter thirty years experience, have been found to have produced 
hardly any beneficial effect.—And by adhering to this political ax- 
jom with invar'cble fieadinefs, the Dutch, who have many natural 
impediments to furmount that we have not, do ftill continue to carry 
oa afuccefsful fithery upon our very coaft, and underfell us in fo- 
reign markets by the fith caught fometimes by our own people, even 
in our own harbours. 

‘ The laws that have been at different times enacted in Great 
Britain with regard to this grand fifhery, feem to have been framed 
directly in oppofition to this axiom, And 1 have no hefitation in 
faying, that a Dutchman who fhould read thefe laws, would be per- 
feétly fatisfied, that if they were intitled, acts for d:/ouraging, in- 
flead of encouraging, the herring fifhery, the title would correfpond 
much more perfectly with the laws themfelves than it does in its 
refent form.—He would fay, that to encourage the herring-fithery 
effectually, the Britith legiflature ought to have aimed at diminifhing 
the expence of that filhing to the feveral undertakers as much as 
was in their power:—inilead of which they have endeavoured all 
they could to encreafe it, by loading the feveral undertakers with 
an unneceflary apparatus of nets and inftruments, that they can 
hardly ever have eccafion toemploy. He would fay,—that if they 
had really aimed at diminifhing this expence, inftead of confining the 
piemium to thofe only who were rich, and capable of forming great 
equipments ; by which circumitance the poor, who mutt of neceflity 
be the operators in that great work, are effe€tually deprived of any 
immediate benefit from thence; they would have devifed fome me- 
thod of beRowing a premium that fhould have extended its influence 
to the meaneft individual, in proportion to his induftry.—He would 
fay, thatif the faccefs of the fifhery had been the principal objec 
aimed at, rather than the enriching fome powerful undertakers, the 
premium oucht not to have been fo confiderable as to indemnify 
thefe for almoit their whole adventure, without any induftry on their 
part, and to ex:end equally to the idle as the induttrious ; but fhould 
have been in itfelf more moderate, and fo contrived as to encreafe 
with the induftry and {kill of the refpective undertakers. In fhort, 
he would fay, that if the Englith had been jealeus [eit the Scots 
might at fome time or other engage in the herring-fithing themfelves, 
and from their natural advantages be enabled to outrival the Datch 
In this branch of commerce, which they wifhed to prevent; and had 
they been afraid to avow this defign openly, but refolved to effect it 
yan underhand round-about way, they could not have fallen upon 
a plan more effectually to have done this than that which they have 
adopted; becaufe it effectually excludes the natives from reaping 
‘ny benefit dire@tly from the premium, who were the only perfons 
that, 
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that, from local fituation, and other circumftances, could carry on 
that fifhing cheaper than any others ;—and becaufe it puts it out of 
the power of enterprifing individuals from diminifhing their expence 
of tackle and equipments, and from iupplying that deficiency by in. 
genuity and induitry, feeing they muft have thefe, whether they ufe 
them or not. 7 

* The confequence of thefe laws has been nearly in fa& what 
might have been expected from the foregoing reafoning. In hopes 
of obtaining the bounty, many veffels are annually fitted out by rich 
individuals in England or elfewhere, which meet at the general ren. 
dezvous at the proper feafon, and make a great figuie annually ina 
news paper. Thefe are commanded by men in general, who have 
no other intereft in the adventure, than to draw their pay for the 
time; and are navigated by perfons who know no more about fifhing, 
than I do about directing the manceuvres of an army; and who are 
ufually engaged at as low a rate as poflible, being wanted merely to 
make a fhow at the general rendezvous.—The prefervation of the 
nets, and other expenfive articles of equipment, in order that they 
may make their appearance at the next annual rendezvous, is the 
principal care of the mailer, who accomplifhes his end moft effec. 
tua'ly, by Jocki g them up, and hardly fuffering them to be wet. 
ted; and while they remain on the flation, which they are obliged 
to do for a certain time to intitle them to the premium, inftead of 
applying themfelves with affiduity to catching of fith, like fkilful 
fiihermen, the: parade about like wanton idlers,—break and difperfe 
the fhoals of fifth where-ever ‘hey meet them; and, not content with 
this in the open fea, even enter into the creeks and bays, where 
fmall boats only could fifth with propriety, and in which the natives, 
even without any aid from the bounty, would, if uninterrupted, make 
a reafonable profit to themfelves. ‘Fhus thefe premium. veffels pros 
duce as much mifchief as they can where-ever they go, to the great 
annoyance of the indultrious fifhermen, who are from this caufe 
obliged in fome meafure to defert an employment that they would 
naturally follow with profit, if freed from this intolerable nuifance.’ 

To remedy thefe defects he propofes that a reafonable bounty 
fhould be allowed on every barrel of herrings properly cured; 
an that the bounty upon bufles per tun fhould be lowered, and 
thele veflels be prohib ted from filhing within a limited diftance 
of the coift-. This would allow the natives to fith in their 
creeks with freedom; it would likewife allure merchants to 
come and purchafe the fifh when frefh caught, and cure them 
for themfelves. 

By this means, he obferves, ¢ the fifhermen would be necef- 
farily freed of all the expence that would be required in provi- 
ding cafks and falt, nor would they be obliged to learn the nicer 
operation of curing them: from which circumftances they 
would be at liberty to exert themfelves to the utmoft of their 
power in their own calling, without taking any concern about 
other matters, which do not fo naturally belong to their 
bufinefs—Thus each party would move in his own “es 
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with pleafure and profit, and mutually contribute to the good of 
the whole.’ 

Other means of encouraging this great national fifhery are 
ginted out, among which we are not furprized to find a pre- 
mium propofed for the difcovery of a new and better manner of 
curing herrings than any yet known ; but we were forry to find 
Mr. A. fo far forget himfelf as to give this a dafh of ridicule 
which might well have been fpared, as it mufl tend to counter 
atthe intention he aimed at. As this is a matter of real mo- 
ment, every thing that has the fmalleft appearance of levity ought 
to have been avoided. 

But the greateft improvement which he propofes, is to make 
the Herring and Greenland whale-fifheries go hand in hand, and 
mutually affift one another. The whale-fifhery, he obferves, 
has been greatly retarded by the Jarge fize of the veflels which 
have been ufuaily employed in it, and the mifmanagement that 
always attends public companies in matters of trade. To pre- 
vent this, in fome degree, for the future, he propofes, that the 
bounty fhould be granted to veflels of a fmaller fize, and that 
all reftri¢tions with regard to the number of hands, provifions, 
tackle, &c. fhould be entirely abolifhed *, in lieu of which the 

veflels 





*¢ In all the laws hitherto enacted in Britain for granting a bounty on veffele 
employed in any kinds of fitings, the legiflature feems to have been extremely fo- 
licttous to prevent any perfon from claiming the bounty, unlefs they were provided 
with every thing that could be thought neceffaty for car:ying on thefe fitheries in 
every poflible fituation of things , and hence they have been at great pains to pre- 
fcibe the number of nets, Ins, falt, cafks, men, prov fions, &c. to be on board 
of every fuch wv ffcl before it could be entitled to the bounty ; and alfo tv regulate 
the ports from which they are to tail, and many other particulars, which feem quite 
unneceflary, 2s the. cniy operate like fo many clogs to retard the bufinefs they feem 
evidently intended to encourage, and to enhance the price of the articles that they 
ought to diminifh 

‘ The cefign of a bounty in all cafes of this fort ought to be to encourage inexpe- 
rienced adventurers to engage in a particular branch of butinefs with which they are 
unaquaintes ; but which it is fuppsofed might be carried on without the bounty, 
with pofit, as foon as it came to be fully underitood, and the bufinefs conducted 
with @c nomy. 

‘li that bounty, therefore, is not fo high as to be alone fufficient to defray the 
expence of the equipment, and thus to tempt a man to fit curt a veflel merely with a 
wew to obtain the bounty, without attencing at all to the bufine(s, there feems to 
be no reafon to fear that any perfon would fend a veflel a voyage of this fort, with- 
out aA apparatus proper for the purp. fe ; as they muft othcrwife inevitably be lofers 
by the bufinels, and therefore quickly give it over; fo that in this cafe there would 
be no neceflity for preferibing particular rales for their conduét. 

* And ‘f an adventurer finds that he cannot be fully indemnified by the bounty, 
and therefore muft exert himfelt when in the proper ftation for fithing, he will 
find, thac his profits will be fo much eiminithed, if he wents a proper apparatus, as 
to be chiived of his own accord either to provide a proper apparatus, or give over 
the bufinefs. 

* But it he is at liberty to chufe for himfelf, he will always make choice of that 
‘pparatus that will etteét the purpofe required at the /mallef poffible expence.—In- 
genuity will be exerted to difcover new methods of faving money, as every fuch cone 
Wivance will augment his profits; by which meags the undertakers will in time he 
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veflels fhould be only obliged to purfue the fifhing for a certain 
limited time (if not fooner loaded) without following any other 
employment. This, he thinks, would induce private adyep. 
turers to fit out fmall veflels for this fifhery in times when trade 
was dead, rather as a bye jobb than as a capital obje@: and ag 
the commanders in thefe cafes might probably be part owners 
and diligent in bufinefs as well as {paring of expences, they 
would often find a reafonable prot where fhips belonging to 
larger companies would be confiderabie lofers. This with fome 
other obvious regulations which he enumerates, would not fail 
he thinks, to enable the Briufh whale fifhers to carry on the buf. 
nefs as fucceisfully as the Dutch or the New-Englanders, 

As thefe {mall veflels would be equally proper for the her. 
ring fifhery 2s for that in the Greenland feas, and as the number 
of hands required for both fifheries is nearly equal, it would be 
ealy for theie adventurers, on their return from Greenland, to 
put afhore their loading, with the hfhing apparatus, as foon as 
they returned, and taking on board the tackle, &c. neceflary for 
the herring fifhery, proceed immediately to the proper feas in 
fearch of that kind of fifth. But to prevent all unneceflary wafte 
of time, which he obferves muft be attended with a very heavy 
expence to the undertakers in thefe fifherics, where fo man 
hands are neceflarily employed, he propofes that inftead of fix. 
ing the rendezvous for the herring fifhery precifely to the 22d 
of June and :ft of October, as at prefent, fhips might be en- 
titled to receive the bounty if they began fifhing on any day be- 
tween the two periods above-mentioned ; the fhips being obliged 
to continue three months from the time of their entry, or to 
the end of the fifhing feafon following, if they have not fooner 
completed their lading. 

‘ This, he fays, would have the go6d effe& to allow fuch veffels 
as were intended to be employed in the herring-fifhery during the 
proper feafon, to purfue any other profitable employment at other 
times without rellraint; and not lofe any time, after having com- 
pleted any other voyage, before they proceeded directly to the fithery, 
if at the proper feafon. In this manner the profits of the feveral 
owners of veflels, adventurers in this trade, would be greatly en- 
crealed; and by confequence, they could afford to fell their fh 
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able to catch the fith at as fmall an expence as any other nation, and by confequence 
will afford them as cheap at foreign markets as any others can do. This furely is, 
or ovght to be, the aim of every bounty whatever, 

© For theie reafons, it appears to mea f-if-evident truth, that it is altogether fa- 
pertluous in the legiflature to exprefs ‘uch anxiety, left their bounty fhould be be- 
{towed on undeferving perfons; as ali the conditions invented to prevent this, only 
tend to retard the improvement of the fithery, whch might be more perfectly efteGed 
by modcrating the bounty, where it is tco high, a {mall degree. 

‘ The only circumftances that feem to be reafonably eligible are, that the vefiels 
be Britith built, and that they remain a proper time upon the ftation: all other per 
ticulars might perhaps, with fafety, be left to the choice of the perfons ee 
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puch cheaper in any market than they can do at prefent; which is 
the great point that ought ever to be aimed at. The law oaght to 
sim at encouraging every ceconomical faving, and should therefore 
{udioufly remove every unneceilary bar out of the way of the ad- 
yenturerse . 

«|f this liberty fhould be granted, it would be a firong encou- 
ragement to every adventurer; but it would be in a particular man- 
ner favourable to thofe employed in the Greenland fithery. For they 
would be at perfect liberty to remain in the northern feas as long as 
they found it profitable and fafe for themfelves to continue there ; 
and as foon as they could unload at home, and take on board their 
fhing-tackle, could proceed immediately to the herring-fifhery 
without lofine a day, (and the lofs of time to them who are obliged 
to have fuch a number of hands is of great moment). ‘There they 
could employ themfelves till they had completed their loading, or 
till the time was elapfed which entitled them to the bounty, and then 
would be at liberty to proceed on any profitable voyage without lofs 
of time. 

‘To facilitate both thefe trades, it would be found extremely 
convenient to eltablifh a fort of extrepof or ftaple at Braffa found in 
Shetland, which would be direétly in the road of the Greenland 
fhips to the herring-fifhery. ‘There they might conveniently unload 
their whale fins, blubber, &c. where it might be refined by the na- 
tives, while the fhips were employed in the fihhery. This would 

ive {pirit and attivity to the natives of thefe northern ifles; and 
would foon make that a creat and flourifhing place, as it would be 
here that the Greenland herring fifhers could moit cconomically take 
on board their nets and ftores for the herring fifhery; and here alfo 
it would be moft convenient for the Greenland fhips aniverfally to 
rendezvous, and to take on board their ftores before they proceeded 
on their voyage. I need not point out the maniiold advantages that 
would reful¢ to that part of the country from this arrangement. 

‘ According to this plan, net an hour would be loit trom the time 
that the Greenlandmen proceeded on their vovage to the northern 
feas, till they had completed their herring fithery for the feafon. 
And whenever that fifhing was over, the‘e ftout veffels would be im- 
mediately at liberty to take on board a cargo of herrings, and, with- 
out returning home, they might (having put on fhore their fuper- 
fuous hands, who could during winter be employed in mending 
nets, repairing their fithing tackle, barpoons, &c. to be ready by the 
time the veffel returned) proceed direcily to Portugal, Spain, or the 
Straits, to difpofe of it. rom whence they could return with their 
loading juft.in time to take in their flores, and proceed again on 
their Greenland voyage. 

* Thus would begin anew their never ceafing round of v‘eful em- 
ployment, which could not fail to benefit the country in the highett 
degree, and breed up an amazing number of hardy feamen, who 
would be ready to carry the Britifh thunder ’round the elebe when- 
ever the exivencies of the fate might require it, and make our little 
{pot the cnvy, the aitonifiment, and the terror of all jurrounding 
Dailons,” 


Ja 



















































374 Anderfon’s Obfervations on uational Induftry, 


In this manner does our beneficent Author, forgetting for a 
time the many obftacles that unavoidably clog the way of ever 
generous undertaking, indulge himfelf in contemplating the 
pleafing profpect shat this propofal fuggefts; but quickly reco}. 
leéting, himfelf he clofes the volume with the following Dae 
thetic reflections: 

‘ Would to God fhe (the Britifh nation) could thus acquire power 
without ambition; and that, contented with her own territories, and 
with ava‘ling herfelf to the utmott of her own internal advantages, 
fhe fhou!d neither covet the dominions of another, nor endeavour to 
cramp their trade by unjuit reftrictions, or to difturb their quiet by 
unneceffary exertions of power, Then would fhe be beloved and 
revered by all mavkind, and promotre in the highe!t degree the com. 
mon felicity of the whole inhabitants of the globe! Bat vain are 
thefe wfhes. Sooner thall the fhadow be driven from its fubftance, 
than the heart of man, when elaied by power, fubmit to be circum. 
f{cribed by the feeble dictates of benefcence and humanity. Pride 
wild ever trample the weak inthe dufl; and ambition afpire at ex: 
tended dominion, Thas does man pervert the bleffings of Heaven, 
and employ them on all occafions to the hurt of his fellow-createres, 
The fympathetic heart turas with averfion from this fcene of crimi- 
nal enjoyments, and unfatisfactory delight, and fays to ittelf, If this 
is the perfeétion of that rational nature which exalts man above the 
other creatures of God, all is indeed vanity and vexation of {pirit,’ 

We have thus, in acurfory manner, given a flight {ketch of 
the principal matters contained in this volume, and are forry 
that the nature of our journal will not allow us to be more par. 
ticular. It is at all times our dcfire to extend our remarks in 
proportion to the utility of the works that come before us, but 
our plan, which we muft endeavour, as much as poffible, to ad- 
here to, will not permit us, invariably, to follow that rule. 
Had we ftrictly obferved it, in the prefent inftance, this article 
would have been extended to a length which muft neceflarily 
have excluded many other publications. We mutt therefore con- 
clude with our thanks to the ingenious Author for the pleafure 
and information which he has afforded us. In return, we 
warmly recommend his book to fuch of our readers as have a 
defire to contribute to the eafe and felicity of their fellow- 
creatures, being aflured that they will find themfelves both en- 
tertained and inftruéted by the perufal of it. 

The language of this performance, though interfperfed with 
idiomatical expreffions, or what we commonly underftand by 
Scottici/ms, is in general intelligible, in fome places flowing, 
frequently energetic, and fometimes pathetic and tender. The 
ftyle is, indeed, far from faultlefs. It is extremely unequal, 
fometimes prolix and embarrafled, often too highly figurative, 
and in general carelefs and inaccurate. Of thefe defects Me 

I take 
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take notice in this place, becaufe we are apprehenfive that the 
Author may have deemed this inattention very pardonable in an 
epiftolary correfpondence, and becaufe we are fatished that with 
, {mall degree of care, thefe blemifhes might have been 
jyoided. We would not, however, recommend that extreme 
and ftudied attention to an eafy flow of language which begins 
to be difcoverable among the literati of the prefent age, as we 
think this produces a fmooth monotony of uniformly rounded 

riods, which is contrary to the rules of judicious compofition, 
and diverts the attention from matters of greater importance, 
Where the thoughts are bold, the language naturally will and 
ought to be ftrong, and in fome degree unequal. ‘The mind, 
when fully intent upon the fubject, ought not to facrifice too 
much time to all the minutig of ornament: but there js.g correct- 
nefs of outline, to borrow a figure from the painter, that wiil 
be always obfervable in works of true tafte; and it requires 
much time and affiduity to give an artift fuch facility in prac- 
tice as to enfure correctnefs while he works with rapidity: if 
he attempts it before his hand has been fufficiently exercifed, 
even where genius is not wanting, initead of the graceful eafe 
of a Raphael, we fhall find, at beft, the harfher touches of a Julio 
Romano. Yet thefe bold touches, though in fome degree im- 
perfect, are infinitely fuperior to the faultlefs unmeaning labours 


of inferior artifts. | B ri ln. 


Art. XI. Reply to Mr. Wales’s Remarks. By George Forfter, F.R S. 
Naturalift on the late Voyage round the World, by the King’s Ap- 
pointment. 4to. 31s.6d, White. 17/8. 

N this Reply to Mr. Wales’s pamphlet *, Mr. Forfter fets off 

with infinuating that exvy—becaule * Dr. Forfter’s falary ex- 
ceeded his own,’—added to, what he calls, * another weighty cone 
fideration, of a yellow complexion, fugeefted to him by a cer- 
tain noblemnan—have been the principal motives of Mr. Wales’s 
attack on his father and himfelf: though Mr. Wales chofe to 
avow a very different motive, or a certain perfonal provocation, 
as the caufe which produced his Remarks. He likewife, in 
contradi€tion to Mr. Wales, aflerts that * every dine’ of the Ac- 
count of the Voyage round the World, which Mr. W. in his ** Re- 
marks,” confiders as the undoubted production of his father, 

*was undoubtedly drawn up by himfelf, according to his own 

circumfcribed ideas ;? and immediately fubjoins, though furely 

fomewhat unneceflarily, that ¢ the manner of writing, and the 
turn of the expreffions, is [are] likewife intirely his own,’ ex- 
cepting certain grammatical and other correétions furnifhed by 
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® Cf which fome account was given in our Review for February. 
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a friend.’—The world, he adds, will foon be in poffeftion of 
another proof, more decifive than his fimple aflertion, of the 
difference between his own and his father’s manner of expreffing 
himfelf, by the publication of thofe Ob/ervations which his fa. 
ther has drawn up,—‘ and which were intended to be printed 
along with Capt. Cook’s narrative, but rejected by the Ear] of 
Sandwich, with a fuperiority of knowledge, and an equity, of 
which his Lordfhip alone can determine the propriety.’ 

It would afford very little entertainment or edification to our 


uytumta: Readers were we to enter into the pertretrets of this controverfy, 
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Juftice however, feems to require that we fhould give the Au. 
thor’s”an{wer to thofe particular charges againft him which we 
happened to extract from Mr. Wales’s Remarés; in the firtt of 
which vaswmerdthowerermebiere, we ourfelves happened to be 
fomewhat interefted, 

Suppofing our Readers to recollect, or to have reperufed, our 
extract of Mr. Forfter’s relation of the horrid adventure of the 
boat-hook, at the Friendly Iles, given in our Review for June, 
17775 p- 462, and Mr. Wales’s very difterent account of the 
fame tranfaction, contained in our Review for February, 1778, 
p. 128 :—we fhall fimply, and without any comment, give 
them Mr. Forfter’s reply to the charge, in his own words, 

Having f{poken to a preceding accufation, he adds—* Clofe 


more crucl than the former. Another thief was 

obferved eicaping out of the fhip, and purfued. Mr, Wales 
{pends three pages to prove that the boat-hook was not darted 
at the man. but thrown over him, and fo hooked him afterwards; 
and that he was but flightly wounded by accident. The barb 
of the boat-hook is as blunt, fays he, as one’s finger; and 
thence, follows that the thief could not be much hurt by it. 
Mr. Wales might have remembered that one of our feamen was 
wounded in the cheek at Irromanga by a dart, the point of 
which, according to Capt. Cook’s own words, ** was as thick 
as his finger, and yet it entered above two inches.” ‘The truth 
is, that this action was owing to a moft unpardonable want of 
reflection, if it be not more properly called wanton cruelty. 
One who was in the boat affirmed that the poor man bled very 
much. Upon the whole, I prefume to hope, that whoever 
confiders my book, without prepofleffion, will fee no impro- 
priety in my remark, prefixed to thefe two tranfations: “ the 
harmlefs difpofition of thefe good people (of Tonga-Tabu) could 
not fecure them againft thofe misfortunes, which are too often 
attendant upon all voyages of difcovery.”—The natives were 
doubtlefs a harmlefs good-tempered people, but addiéted to pil- 
fering. ‘The voyzgers indeed could not be blamed if the na- 
tives were thieves; but the latter were to be pitied, as perfons 
fuddeniy 


tethi a a fecond inftance of my fuppofed malevolence, 
oe ae 
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fuddenly led into temptations greater than they ever felt before, 
but too feverely refented by the ftrangers.’ “* 

The other fubject of which we took notice, was the confint- 
ment of Dr. Forfter, twice in the courfe of the voyage; in con- 
fequence of wanton and unprovoked aé¢ts of cruelty to the na- 
tives, very inconfiftent with his repeated profefliohs of huma- 
nity [M. R. Feb. 1778. pag. 130.]. From the Author’s 
account of the firft of thefe incidents, all that we can learn is, 
that in confequence of a converfation between Captain Cook and 
Dr. Forfter, at Uliatea, at or before fupper, the purport of 
which however is not here mentioned, and in the courfe of 
which, as was not unufual, both parties fupported their opinion 
with warmth, till the difpute became very violent’ Captain 
Cook * very rafbly infifted on Dr. Forfter’s leaving his apart- 
ment.——* This was fo far from implying a confinement, that 
my father went to the ifland of O-Taha the next morning at five 
o'clock, &c.’ 

The ftory of the fecond confinement, fays the Author, is not 
better fupported. While Dr. Forfter was exprefling his indig- 
nation at one of the natives of Tanna, for having attempted to 
deceive him, by fhewing him a pretended nutmeg-trec; 
‘ Lieutenant Clerke,’ fays the Author, hearing the natives 
about us very loud, afked my father, ra/bly, ‘* What difturbance 
he was raifing?”? The anfwer was re-echoed in the fame tone, 
“that he made no difturbance.” Whether Mr. Clerke had 
previoufly conceived fome animofity againft my father, or 
whether his difagreeable duty, on an unfheltered beach in the 
heat of noon, made that good-humoured man extremely wa-pith 
atthe time; true it is, he forgot himfelf fo far, as to command 
my father to leave off making a difturbance, which did not 
exift, nor had ever exifted. A free man is not fo eafily com- 
manded: my father denied the Lieutenant’s power over him. 
“If you difobey my orders, was Mr. Clerke’s reply, I fhall 
bid the fentry to sHooT you.” A piftol, which my fatherdrew 
from his pocket, and levelled at the man who thus defied him, 
put an end to thefe extravagant heroics, and finally clofed the 
whole difpute.’ 

Having done this piece of juftice to the Author, we fhall 
make no farther extra¢ts from his pamphlet, in which we muft 
fay, we have found very few traces of that animated fentiment 
and diétion which we obferved, and commended; in the account 
of his Voyage round the World. Accordingly w¢ think we can- 
hot more properly conclude the prefent Article than by faying,— 
inthe very words of the Author, at the end of an adverti/ement 
prefixed to this Reply ‘ The paths of contreverfy lead 
through a defart: they are drys uninterefting, and unin- 


ftrutive,? 
Rey, May, 1778. Cc D..% ARTs 
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Agr. XIE. A Letter to the Right Reverend the Lord Bifbop of Durham 
containing fome Odjervations on the Climate of Ruffiia and the Northern 
Countries, 2c. From John Glen King, D.D. F.R.S. and A.S 
ato. 28. Dodfley. 1778. 


ry HOUGH this publication contains very few obfervations 

that will be new to the philofophical reader ; yet it ma 
not be improper to extract from it the fubftance of fome of the 
Author’s remarks relating to the cold in Rufia; the effeds of 
which he muft have had frequent opportunities of obferving, 
during a refidence of eleven years in that Country. 

We learn from it that, at Peterfbourg, during the winter 
months, Fahrenheit’s thermometer ufually finks from 8 to 1 
or 20 degrees below 0; that when it has ftood at 25° be. 
low o, boiling water thrown up into the air by an engine, fo as 
to fpread, falls down perfectly dry, formed into ice ; —— that 
a pint of water in a bottle was frozen into a folid piece of ice in 
an hour and a quarter; and fome itrong ale, in an hour anda 
half, except about a tea-cup full of the {pirituous and concen. 
trated part of the liquor, which continues fluid in the middle of 
it; that by means of their ftoves, or ovens, the Ruffians 
fuffer no hardfhips from the cold within doors; nay that, ¢ in 
the fevereft weather, a Ruffian would think it ftrange to fit ina 
room where the cold condenfed his breath fufficiently to render 
it vifible, as it commonly does in England in frofty weather ;’— 
and that notwithitanding the coldnei{s of their apartments, and 
the confined air which is breathed in them, ¢ Peterfbourg is 
reckoned as wholefome a place as any city in Europe.’ 

Among the many advantages derived from the cold, are the 
great cafe and expedition with which travelling is performed, in 
fledges fhod with iron, like fkates; one, in particular, made for 
the late Emprefs Elizabeth, contained two complete little rooms, 
in one of which was a bed. The prefervation of provifions is 
another advantage derived from the extremecold. In the Capital, 
the markets contain vait ftacks, or piles, confifting of whole 
hogs, fheep, fifh, and other animals, frozen. Good houfewives, 
at the beginning of winter, kill their poultry, © and keep them 
in tubs packed up, with a layer of fnow between them, as one 
would put falt to pickle pork or beef, and then take them out 
for ufe, as occafion requires: by this means they fave the nou- 
rifhment of the animal {everal months.’ 

The principal novelty contained in this letter, is the Author's 
defcription of a fingular winter-amufement of the Ruffians, and 
of which they are exceedingly fond. It confifts in fliding, and 
defcending, with aftonifhing velocity, down a fteep hill, the 
little inequalities.of which.are filled up and fmoothed, by means 
of freth {gow Qk icc. ‘ The fenfation,’ fays the Author, 
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‘isindced very odd; but to myfelf, for [ have often had the curio- 
fity to try it, [ cannot fay it was agreeable ; the motion is fo rapid 
it takes away One’s breath: nor can I give an idea of it, except 
defiring you to fancy you were to fall from the top of a houfe with- 
out hurting, yourfelf, in which you would probably have fame 
mixture of fear and furprize. 

We cannot poflibly overlook this fingular @u/tration, which 
feems to us to have a near affinity to the /ucus a non lucenda, as 
likewife to the ¢gnotum per iguotius. We apprehend it to be 
highly probable that, among the Author’s readers, the number 
of thofe who have attually partaken of the diverfion here de- 
feribed, is at leaft as great, diftant as is the fcene of this amufe- 
ment, as of thofe who have experienced ‘ the mixture of fear and 
furprize’ {uppofed to attend the falling from the top of a haufes 
Among all our /ivizg acquaintance, at leaft, we do not recolle& 
one that ever had a fall of this kind, or who confequently could 
defcribe the compound fenfation here fuppofed to attend it. 

The late emprefs Elizabeth was fo fond of this diverfion, that 
at one of her palaces fle had five artificial mounts conftructed, 
the hizheft of which is full thirty feet perpendicular altitude. 
The carriage, containing two or four perfons, and running on 
caftors and in grooves, defcends from the top of this firft mount ; 
at the bottom of which it has acquired fuch rapidity or momen 
tum, as is {ufficient to enable it to afcend, and go over the top 
of, the fecond mount, which is about five or fix feet lower than 
the firft. Thus it proceeds, with an alternately accelerated and 
retarded motion, to the top of the fifth and laft mount, from 
which it defcends in a gentle flope, with nearly an uniform 
velocity, over a piece of water, into a little ifland. <A drawing 
of thefe fying mountains, as they have been called, is prefixed to 


this letter. » ‘y° 


Art. XIIL. Dige/ts of the general Highway and Turnpike Laws, with 
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the Schedule of Forms, as dire&ted by A& of Parliament, and Re- 


marks, Alfo an Appendix on the Conttruction and Prefervation 
of Roads, By John Scott, Efq. 8vo. 5s. fewed. Dilly. 1778. 
FPXUE perplexed and complicated ftate of parliamentary law 
gives the higheft fanction of utility to all publications of 
this nature, provided they are, like this, properly executed. 
Dr. Burn’s Digeft of the Poor Laws was received with the re- 
{pect very juftly due to it, and Mr. Scott has followed the fame 
laudable plan, with regard to his Digeft of the Road Acts ; at 
the fame time he has given add'tional merit to his book by his 
very valuable obfervations, fetting forth, in a variety of lights, 
the poffible improvements which the legiflature might make, in 
this capacity of its power. 
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This ingenious Gentleman, well known to the world by his 
poetical reputation, and not lefs known in his amiable and bene. 
volent character, feems to be a powerful rival (in point of fame) 
to THE Man oF Ross ;—a rival, who, notwithftanding, like 
the hero of Virgil, will open his arms for his friends, and fhoot 
his arrow into the air. 

In fuch an age as this, too much cannot be faid in favour of 








a worthy and public-fpirited man; for the poet’s obfervation ig 4 
certainly applicable to the times th 
* An age, ' 

‘ When diffipation reigns, and prudence fleeps,’ : 

Dr. Burn has obferved, and he has well and wifely obferved, b 
that it would be a proper object of parliamentary attention, to ’ 
appoint fome perfon, with the mere ability of a clear head, to - 
bring the perplexity of the ftatutes into a regular and lucid form. h 
—So many have been fuperfeded, fo many altered, fo many half- | 
altered, fo many new ones have taken place, while the old ones ¥ 
have been fuffered to remain unrepealed, that the magiftrate, é 
who is to put them in execution, muft, frequently, * difquiet ' 


himfelf in vain’ to come at the proper line of his duty.—In the 
matter of woodftealing, for inftance, a juftice of the peace may: P 
convict on the feveral acts of Charles the Second, George the 
Second, and George the Third, &c. This certainly throws 
too much power into his hands, and the legiflature ought to | 
have confolidated the feveral acts, or at once to have fuperfeded 
all before the laft, by a claufe of repeal.—But thefe matters we 
fubmit to the fuperior wifdom of parliament. 

‘The Appendix contains very fenfible ob{ervations on the con- 
ftruction and prefervation of roads; but nothing more diftin- 
guifhes this work than the humane and benevolent fpirit that 

. breatQés through all the worthy Author’s obfervations. 
*  ¥,™ For the firft edition of this Digeft, fee Review, vol. xlix. 
p» 498. L | 


XIV. FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.) 


HOLLAND. 


Art. I. ° 

TF TT RES Phy/fiques et Morales, fur les Montagnes, et Ff 
l Hiftoire dela Terre, et de ? Homme, &e. i.e. Letters, Phi- 
lofephical and Moral, concerning Mountains, the Hiftory of the 
Earth, and (its inhabitant) Azan. Addrefled to the Queen of 
Great Britain by J. A De Luc, a Citizen of Geneva, Reader 
to her Majefty, F.R.S. and Correfpondent of the Royal Aca- 
demies of Paris and Montpellier. 8vo. Hague. 1778: 
Readers of different taftes will find entertainment and inftruc- 
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tion in thefe pene pe Letters ; the Author of which has al- 
ready acquired a well eftablifhed reputation in the learned world, 
We fee here an ingenious philofopher, whofe profound re- 
fearches have not diminifhed his lively impreffions of the hap- 
pinefs that is enjoyed in the humble cottage of the untutored 
peafant, prefenting to Mayesty the rural fcenes of primitive 
equality, domeftic love, and ferene obfcurity, as the true refi- 
dence of felicity and contentment.—An aukward compliment 
this—will perhaps fome courtly critic fay !—No, Sir, no fuch 
thing—the good man well knew to whom he was writing, and 
he has fallen upon an effectual method of making his court, 
without either departing from the fimplicity of his charaéter, 
or fuppreffing, even for a moment, the genuine feelings of the 
heart. 

We have never met with fuch a paffionate lover of moun- 
tains as Mr. De Luc, and certainly he had grand and tremen- 
dous objects for the indulgence of this paffion in the icy fum- 
mits of Lutterbrun and Grindelfwald: accordingly he feems to 
have enjoyed them with tranfport during his travels through a 
part of Switzerland, which gave occafion to the prefent per- 
formance. 

The work contains feveral fragments of a treatife of cof/mology, 
* eam to the defcription of our terreftrial globe) which Mr. 

é Luc intended to publifh, but which he defpairs of being 
able to complete, on account of the difficulty of collecting the 
materials that he judged neceflary to the execution of his plan. 
What therefore he had propofed to digeft into a regular fyftem, 
he has here (and in one or two more volumes yet unpublifhed) 
inferted occafionally in a feries of letters, without obferving 
that ftrict order and method that would be improper in an epif- 
tolary correfpondence, in which entertainment and: inftruction 
muft be mingled, incidents and digrefflions admitted, and the 
traveller muft defcribe the afpecéts of nature, as they are exhi- 
bited to his view, and catch the manners living as they rife. 

The hiftory of the earth is the fubject of theie Letters, and 
alfo the hi/tory of man, which is infeparably connected with it. 
They contain the fundamental principles on which a folid fy{- 
tem of cofmology can only be built, both thofe that are well 
known, as appertaining to natural philofophy in general, and 
thofe which refult from particular phenomena. The main de- 
fign of our ingenious Author in thefe Letters is, to communi- 
cate to the Public the obfervations he has made; to point out 
the paths and methods of inquiry which he has followed, and 
the lights they have afforded in explaining the actual ftate of 
our globe; and alfo to examine, by the cofmological principles 
here laid down, the refpeGlive merit of the fyftems which have 
been formed for that purpofe. ‘The execution of this defign is 
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more efpecially refcrved for the fucceeding volumes; arid we 
propofe to give a fuller account of this publication in a future 
Review. ‘My 
FRANC BE. 

Ik. Entreticns fur [Etat de la Mufique Grecque, vers le miliew 
du BV. Sicele avant [Ere Vulzaire: i. e. Concerning. the State 
of Grecian Mujfic about the Middle of the Fourth Century before the 
Chriflian fEra. Paris. 8vo. 1778. In this Ingenious and 
elegant work, which though {mall in volume, contains, never 
thelcfs, a great deal of erudition, the Author mtroduces a firans 
ger, who had been at Athens in the 105th olympiad, giving 
an account of-two converfations concerning mulic, which he 
had held with Philotimus, the difciple of Plato. The firk of 
thefe converfations turns upon the theory of mufic and the 
technical part Of that art, relative to founds, intervals, con- 
cords, genufes, modes, and rythmus:—the fecond relates to 
the moral ,tendengy,of mufic, its influence upon the manners, 
paflions, and charaéter of a people, and more efpecially its mar- 
vellous effeéts on the fenfibility of the Greeks. 

III. Nouveaux Voyages dans L? Amerique Scptentrionale, &e. 
i.e. New Travels into North America, containing a ( lleétion of 
Letters, written on the Spot, to the Chevalier Douin, the Axther’s 
Friend, by M. Bossu, Knight of the Order of St. Lewis, 8vo, 
Paris. 1777: lf there were as little confidence to be placed 
in the veracity of this French Author as in that of certain 
French minifters, the ‘Travels now before us would naturally 
be confidered as a collection of ftories. ‘Phere ‘are, indeed) 
here fome narrations, which require, in order to be believed, a 
degree of evidence {uperior to the authority of M. Bossu ; that 
of a Princefs of Wo!ffembuttle, who was married to the unwor- 
thy fon of the Czar Peter the Great, is fingular and interefting 
in the higheft degree, and deferves to be authenticated. That 
worthy Princefs (according to our Author’s recital) bad endea- 
voured in vain, by her mild and graceful manners, and her 
amiable virtues, to foften the favage ferocity of her brutal huf- 
band; at three different times he attempted to poifon her, but fhe 
efcaped by the ufe of proper remedies. At length, one day the 
conjugal monfter meeting her in one of his inhuman fits, when 
fhe was in the eighth month of her pregnancy, gave her re- 
peated kicks in the belly, left her for dead, and having feafted 
his eyes with the horrid fpectacle, retired {atisfied to one of his 
country-feats. Some of the friends of the unhappy Princefs, 
and particularly the Countefs of Konigfmarck, formed a plan 
for her deliverance. With this view they reported her death, 
received orders from her hufband to bury her without ceremony 
or noife, and putting in a coffin a log of wood, for which all 
Europe went into mourning, they conveyed fecretly the unfor- 
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nate Princefs out of the country. She arrived at Paris, went 
fom thence to Louifiana, with a colony of Germans, and af- 
ter various adventures and fuffcrings in America, came back to 
Paris, fet Out from thence with a French nobleman (whom fhe 
nad married at New Orleans) for the ifle of Bourbon, and after 
his death returned to Europe, where fhe lived a retired life, fup- 
ported by a penfion from the court of Brunfwick. Some fay 
the place of her refidence was Montmartre, others, Bruflels, 

The other materials that form this work are abundant, and 

have alfo the merit of variety. They are contained in nine 
letters, written between the 25th of July, 1770, and the 25th 
of Auguit i771. We find in them,an account of the events 
that accompanied the ceffion made by France to Spain of Loui- 
fana, in 1762, afhort defeription.of the government of Mexico, 
and a great mumiber of plans for the improvement of the police 
and well-being’ of the colonifts in thefe countries, 
-1V. Hiftoire Politique des grades Querelles entre ? Empereur 
Charles V. et le Roi Frangois I. 1.e. A Political Hiflory of ihe Ani- 
mofities and Quarrels that fubfifted between the Emperor Charks V, 
and Francis I. 8wvo. 2 Vols, Paris. +778. “his work com- 
prehends a period of time, and an afsemblage of objects, which 
have been already.treated by malterly hands. It may, however, 
be affirmed that the fubject is not yet exhaufted, with refpect, 
at leaft, to the character, reign, condudt, intentions, and po- 
licy of the firft of thefe two crowned heads. The anonymous 
Author of the performance before us, has, indeed, drawn his 
materials from the beit printed fources that are extant; but this 
is not fuficient to raife him above his predeceflors. He has 
placed at the head of his book an introdudéiion, relative to the 
ftate of the military, and the art of war, in the times of which 
he writes. 

V. Recueil Hiftorique et Chronologique des Faits memorables, 
pour fervir a [ Hiftoire generale de la Marine et a celle des Decou- 
vertes, Fe. i. €. An Hiftorical and Chronological Collection of me- 
morable Faéts, which exhibit an univerfal Hiftory of Navigation, 
and of maritime Expeditions and Difcoveries. 8vo. 2Vois. Pa- 
ms. 1778. This work is inftructive and entertaining. It 
takes in a vaft compafs, and comprehends a great variety of 
objects. The maritime expeditions of the Egyptians, Pieni- 
cians, Sidonians, Perfians, Portuguefe, Danes, Venetians, Ge- 
noefe, Englifh, French, and Spaniards, furnifh our Author 
with a rich variety of interefting relations, and give him an oc- 
cafion of inveftigating the origin, enlarging upon the political 
views and intere{ts, and pointing out the caufes of the great revo- 
lutions of the maritime ftates, ancient and modern. He has alfo 
indicated the principal difcoveries of travellers and adventurers 
in both hemifpheres, the degrees of longitude and latitude thro’ 
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which they directed their courfes, the dreadful tempefts whick 
affailed them in diftant feas, and the various remarkable phe. 
nomena which they obferved during their voyages. In 4 
word, this book affords pleafant reading; but it might have 
been made more ufeful to feamen; for it is chargeable with 
many omiffions relative to the art of navigation, which can 
fcarcely be excufed in a work of this kind: we find not here 
fingle word about the mariner’s compafs, the attempts to de. 
termine the longitudes at fea, the methods that have been em. 
ployed to prevent or cure the difeafes incident to feamen, and 
other matters of fimilar 1 ee Boner 

VI. Hiftoire generale ongrie, depuis la premicre Invafun 
des Huns wut a nos “fours, Se. i.e. A general Hiftory of Hun- 
gary, from the frft Invafion of the Huns to the prefent Times, 
r2mo. 2 Vols. By M. De Sacy, Royal Cenfor, Member 
of feveral Academies. Paris. 1778. ‘The firft thing we meet 
with in this work is a preliminary difcourfe, in which the Author 
draws, with no mean pencil, the character of the Hungarians, 
enumerates their virtues, their defects, and their prejudices, 
and points out, not only what has been done, but alfo what 
yet remains to be done, to render their ftate ftill more happy 
and flourifhing. This is fucceeded by an introduétion, in which 
the Author gives an hiftorical fummary of the events that hap- 
pened in the period which begins with the invafion of the Huns, 
and ends with the fettlement of Stephen I. on the throne; and 
here we fee, as in a moving picture, different tribes of barbae 
rians fucceeding and deftroying each other, fometimes con- 
founded, fometimes difperfed : and the Author points out thofe 
among them from whom the Hungarians derive their origin, 
The Hiffory begins with the reign of Stephen I. and ends with 
the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748. ‘There is, undoubtedly, 
a great variety of objects prefented to the reader during that 
{pace of time: he will fee here the deftruétion of idolatry (Pa- 
gan we mean); the changes that have been brought about in 
Jaws, religion, and manners; the tumults of elective govern- 
ment; the contefts and cabals of rival competitors ; the ra- 
vages of the Tartars; the conquefts of the Hungarians; their 
victories and their defeats; their fituation with refpeét to the 
Turks, who were alternately their protectors and enemies ; their 
infurrections and confpiracies againft the houfe of Auftria ; their 
final fubje€tion to that houfe ; and the mafculine fpirit and na- 
tional vigour the inhabitants of both fexes difcovered in all the 
revolutions that have happened in their country. 

VII. Effais Botaniques, Chymiques, et Pharmaceutiques fur 
quelques Plantes indigenes, fubftitueés avec — a des Vegetaux 
Exotiques, Fc. i. e. Botanical, Chymical, and Pharmaceutical Ef- 
Says concerning certain indigenous Plants fubfiituted with Succefs m 
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Medical Praétice, in the Place of exotic ones, with Medical Obfer- 
vations, by Mefirs. Coste and WILLEMeET (whofe literary 
Titles and academical Honours are too numerous to be inferted 
here.) Printed at Nancy and Bouillonin 1778. This is a moft 
curious work; deferving, in a particular manner, the attention 
of the medical faculty, in every country. 

; PT A LY. 

VIII. Jntroduftione alla Chimica: i.e. An Introdufion te 
Chymifiry. 4to. Piftoria. 1777. Accuracy and precifion, 
method and perfpicuity are united in this work, in which the 
reader will find the nature and properties of terreftrial foffils, 
minerals, acid, alkaline, and neutral falts, expofed in a very fa- 
tisfattory manner—the compofition, decompofition, and ana- 
lyfis of different fubftances elucidated—and the various procefles 
of diftillation, fublimation, precipitation, chryftallization, cal« 
cination, revivification, rectification, &c. unfolded with the 
greateft fimplicity and clearnefs. The table of chemical affinities 
is remarkable for its exaétnefs, and is more complete than that 
of Geoffroy. 

IX. LaVita de Diogene Cynico, Sc. i. e. The Life of Dio- 
genes, the Cynic, by the Marquis F. A. Grimacpt. 8vo. 
Naples. 1778. ‘This is a very ingenious though paradoxical 
defence of the doétrine, morals, manners, and conduct of a 
dirty, difgufting fellow, who has retained the name of a phil- 


fopher ; and why fhould he not retain it, fince it is given to 


many, even in our days, that do not deferve it much better than 
Diogenes ? We hope the Marquis does not refemble his hero. 

X. €orporis Hiftorie Byzantine Nova Appendix, Se. i.e 
A New Appendix to the Body of Byzantine Hiftcry, comprehending 
the Works of George Pifid, Theodofius the Deacon, and Corippus the 
African Grammarian. Folio. Rome. 1777. This work, 
which was begun and finifhed by the Abbot JosepH-Marta 
Querci, has been publifhed by Monf. Foggini, fince the death 
ofthe Compiler. The notes, both of the Author and Editor, 
are full of erudition, although they do not always come up to 
the ftandard of perfection. 

S PAIN. 

It is rare to fee this country making a figure in a litera 
journal. The following works, however, fhew that the fpirit 
of erudition, and the defire of promoting the ufeful arts, are 
hot entirely extinguifhed in Spain : 

XL. Memorias Inftruétivas, Se. i.e. Ufeful, curious, and 
inflructive Memoirs, relative to Agriculture, Commerce, Induftry, 
Oeconomy, Chemifiry, Botany, and Natural Hiftory, drawn from 
the Works of eminent Authors of ail Nations, and more efpecially 
from the learned Academies in England, France, Germany, Sweden, 
+t Volumes L——VI. 8vo, Madrid. 1778. 
XII. Hie 
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_ XI. Hiftoria Literaria M& Ejfpanna, &c. i.e. A Literary 
Hiftory of Spain, or an. Account of the Origin, Progrefi, Decline, 
and Reftoration of Spanifh Literature, under the Domination of the 
Pheuicians, Carthaginians, Romans, Goths, Arabians, .and alfo 
under. the Governstent of the Catholic Kings of that. Country, To 
which are added, the Lives of the learned Men that Spain has pre- 
duced, Extracis and a critical Reuew of their Vritings, Ge B 
the. Rev. Fathers Raraarn and Pererr Ropberrco Moe. 
DANO. ‘The five firft Volumes. Madrid, 1778s 
G ERM. ANY. 

XII, €..G. A. Oldeudorp Gefdichpdea Mifisn, Se i.e, 
A Hiftory of the Miffion of the Evangelical (i.e. Lutheran) Bre. 
thren, to the Caribbee lflands of St. Thomas, St. Cruza, and St. Fohn 
By. Mr. O_penporp. Publiflied by Mr. ‘f.. Boiffart.. 8vo, 
2:Vols. Berlin. 1777. The Author of this interefting work 
was fent to the Weft Indies in the year 1767, aud, . befide the 
principal end of his mifiion, made there ieveral important ob- 
fervations relative to the natural hiftory of the iflands mentioned 
in this title, and delineated, himielf, the animals.and plants 
which are peculiar to that region, or unknown.in ours. From 
thefe materials, and a judicious review of the -papers.of our 
traveller, Mr. Boiffart has publifhed the work before us. Iti 
divided into two parts. ‘The firft contains the obfervations of 
Mr. O_vENDoRP on the Caribbees, their characters, , traffic, 
natural productions, climate, with fome curious remarks on 
the crimes, punifhments, death, funerals, and religion of the 
negroes, and the odious traffic that is made of thefe unhappy 
and injured creatures. The fecond part contains-the hiftory of 
the miffion, which difplays the zeal and humanity of the evan- 
gelical brethren, and the fuccefs of their well-meant and well- 
directed Jabours. It appears from this account that, in the 
year 1768, they baptized in thefe iflands 1561 young negroes, 
1985 adults, and ro14 children. The whole bufinefs of this 
miftion was confided to 7g perfons, brethren or fifters of the 
Evangelical Socicty. 

XLV. Lexicon et Commentarius Sermonis Hebratci et Chaldaia 
poft F. Coccerum et Ff. H. Maium, longe quam antehac correthus 
et emendatius Edidit Jo. CH. Frigp. SCHULZ. 8vo. 2 Tom. 
Leipfig. 1777. ‘the merit of this new edition of the Hebrew 
and Chaldaic Dictionary, publifhed by Cocceius, is undoubted, 
and anfwerable to the pains and erudition which Mr, ScHvu1z 
has employed on this ufeful work. He has fuppreffed all the 
Dutch and German words, deeming them fuperfuous, as the 
Oriental languages are rarely ftudied by any who have not ac- 
guired a previous knowledge of the Latin tongue. It is proper 
to oblerve that Mr. ScnuLz, in determining the fignification 
of cach Hebrew word, cenfults previoufly the meaning of the 
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equivalent term in Arabic and the other Oriental languages : 
he has alfo reftored to their true place, to their native foil, fe- 
yeral {cattered roots, together with their derivatives, and if he 
has rectified feveral defective paflages and readings in the He- 
brew text, it is not without alledging the reafons that engaged 
him to take this liberty. ‘he two volumes contain 1690 pages, 
and it mult be acknowledged that the typographical part of the 
work, whether we confider its correctnefs or beauty, does hoe 
nour to the publither. 

. Einlettung in die Bdcherkunde, Ec. i.e, An Lutroduce 
V.. the Knowledge of Books. By M, Dents, Librarian to 
the Emprefs Queen. Part I. Containing Bibliography. to. 
Vienna. 1777. “This is in reality a work replete with erudi- 
tion, and will be read with pleafure and profit, not only by 
the beginner but by the adept in literature—provided: they un- 
derftand German. The Author divides his Psbliography into 
three periods: the firft relates to the book bufinefs, or the {tate 
of book writing, previous to Chriftianity :—the fecond compre- 
hends the ftate of Bibliography from the introduétion of Chrif- 
tianity to the reftoration of letters, or the invention of print 
ing;—-and the third extends from this latter period to the pre- 
fent times. Each cf thefe periods contain an hiftorical and me- 
chanical account of book making. The hiftorical account of 
the firft period exhibits the origin, progrefs, and decline of the 
art of writing and preferving books in different nations; and 
the other part of this fame pcriod contains a defcription of the 
alphabets, paper, and inftruments employed in writing, and of 
the form of books in thefe early times. In the fecond period 
we find the hiftory cf printing ; and, in the third, an account 
of the moft celebrated libraries of that time. 

XVI. Catir Prinit Secunpi Hifforia Naturalis, cum Inter 
pretatione et Notis integris J. Hardouini, itemque cum Commenta- 
rus et Annotationibus Hermolai Barbari, Pintiani, Rhenani, Ge- 
lenii, Dalechampii, Scaligeri, Salmafii, If, Vofli:, J. F. Gro- 
Novii, et Aliorum. Vol. 1. We have here the firft volume of 
anew edition of Pliny’s Natural Hiftory, publifhed at Leipfic 
by the learned FRANzius, and augmented by him with various 
readings. ‘This new Editor has followed the text of Harduin, 
as it ftands in the edition of Paris of the year 1723, and not in 
that of Bafil, which is in no repute. This firft volume, which 
1s to be followed by five more, contains the three firft books of 
Pliny ; to which is prefixed a life of that author, the prefaces 
of Gronovius and Hardouin, the teftimonies of celebrated wri- 
ters in his favour, and an enumeration of the manufcripts and 
editions that were ufed by Hardouin. The various readings 
are collected with care, and the notes are elegant and judicious. 
The laft volume will contain correétions and remarks, and in 
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this part of the work the Editor has made ample ufe of the Di. 
quifitiones Pliniane of Count Rezzonico, a Venetian nobleman 
who publifhed, not long ago, an excellent Italian tranflation of 
Pliny. The whole will be concluded by three tables, The 
firft will contain the names which Pliny has given to the dif. 
ferent productions of nature, and, in a parallel column, the 
names that are appropriated to the fame produétions in the fyf- 
tem of Linnzus: and the fecond and third will exhibit a lig 
of the ancient authors which have been illuftrated in the notes, 


or quoted by Pliny. M 
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MATHEMATICS and PHILOSOPHY, 

Ast. 15. Mathematical Principles of Natural Philofophy. By Sir 
Ifaac Newton, Knight. Tranflated into Englith, and illuftrated 
with a Commentary. By Robert Thorp, A.M. Vol. I. 4t0, 
11.18. Cadell. 1777. 

HIS firft volume of Mr. Thorp’s tranflation of the Principia 
comprehends the firft book of that immortal work, The 

commentary with which he has enriched this verfion, j 

is extracted from the works of Maclaurin, Saunderfon, Keil, and 

{die other writers, is added with a view to fupply thofe demonftra. 

tions which the Adthor had omitted, on the fuppofition that they 

were previoully known ;—‘ to point out the extent and limits of 
problems ; and to fhew their practical ufe and application to the fyf- 
tem of the world,’ 

That the Reader may receive benefit from this commentary, the 
Editor requires only that he thould be perfectly well acquainted with 
the geometry of Euclid, the elementary parts of algebra, and a few 
of the primary properties of the conic fections, With a view to elu- 
cidate the ufe and tendency of the mott abitra&t propolitions, feveral 
corollaries and philofophical /cholia are added: and as the /yathetic 
form of demonftration is beit fuited to thofe for whofe ufe the com- 
mentary is intended, Mr. Thorp has, in his notes, adopted the geo- 
metrical ftyle of the Author. He has, however, occafionally made 
ufe of the Author’s method of fluxions, which he has employed in 





| A 





a few analytical demonftrations of fome of the principal propofitions. B, 


Ast..16. The Elementary Parts of Dr. Smith's Complete Syftem of 
Optics, felefted and arranged for the Ufe of Students at the Uni- 
verfities. ‘To which are added, in the Form of Notes, fome Ex- 
planatory Propofitions from other Authors, 4to. 10s. 6d. fewed. 
Nourfe, &c. 1778. 

The fcarcity of Dr. Smith’s Complete Sy/tem of Optics having been 
long a fubjec& of complaint, particularly at the univerfities; and 
there being no appearance of a f{peedy republication of the whole of 
that excellent treatife: the prefent Editor, who dates his preface 
from St. John’s College, Cambridge, was induced to abridge and 
digeft the elementary parts of that work into a regular fyftem; and 
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tg arrange them in fuch order as fhould beft correfpond with the plan 


of lectures given by the tutors in that univerfity ; not without a. 
view, at the fame time, of adapting his performance to the ufe of 


others who may with to be inftructed in the firt principles of optics. 
The Editor appears to have executed this tafk with judgment; and 
his demonitrations are fuffictently perfpicuous to be underftood by 
thofe who are acquainted with the mere rudiments of geometry. 
Art.17- Defeription of an Engine for dividing Mathematical Ine 

fruments. By Mr. John Ramfden, Mathematical Inftrument- 

Maker. Publifhed by Order of the Commiffioners of Longitude, 

to. 5S Nourfe. 1777. 

‘The Commiffioners of Longitude having, on certain conditions, 
paid Mr. Ramfden the fum of 6151. as a reward for the improve- 
ments made by him in the art of dividing mathematical inftruments, 
by means of a particular engine, and for afligning over to them the 
right and property of the faid engine, for the ufe of the Public: Mr, 
Ramfden has, in this pamphlet, given a full defcription of the ma- 
chine, and of the manner of ufing it; together with a defcription of 
another engine, by which the endlefs fcrew, which is a principal part 
of the dividing engine, is made. Thefe defcriptions are illuftrated 
by four plates, in which the different parts of the apparatus are 

lineated on a very large fcale. 

rt.18. 4 Difcourfe on the Invention and Improvements of the 

RefleBing Telefcope, delivered before the Royal Society, Nov. 30, 

1777. By Sir John Pringle, Baronet, Prefident. 4to. 1s. 6d, 

1778. 

Sir Godfrey Copley’s prize medal having been adjudged to Mr. 
Mudge for his excellent paper containing directions for making the 
bet compofition for the metals of reflecting telefcopes, and for grind- 
ing and polifhing the great /peculum, and giving it the true para- 
bolic form ; the Prefident gives a concife hiltory of the invention of 
that noble inftrument; and fails not to beftow on Mr. Mudge thofe 
praifes to which he feems fo juftly intitled, for the improvements he 
has made in the different procefles that relate to it, and for his dif- 
interefted and liberal communication of them to the Public. 

Arti.1g. A Treatife concerning Porifms. By Robert Simfon, 
M.D. Inwhich the Author hopes that the DoGrine af Porifms is 
ficiently explained, and, for the future, will be fafe from Ob- 
ivion. ‘franflated from the Latin by John Lawfon, B.D. to. 
2s. 6d. Printed at Canterbury, and fold in London by Nourfe. 
17776 
The porifms of Euclid, contained in three books, were a curious 
colletion of many things which related to the analyfis of the more 
dificult and general problems, and were diftinguithed, according to 
Pappus’s account of their nature, from theorems in which fomething 
was propofed to be demonftrated, and from problems in which 
fomething was propofed to be conitruéted, as in thefe fomething was 
propofed to be inveftigated. Nothing remains in the works of the 
ancient geometers concerning this fubjeft befides what Pappus has 
Preferved in his mathematical collections. The celebrated D. Gre- 
Bory, in the laft page of his preface to Euclid’s works, expreffes his 
Opinion, ** that ic would not be difficult in fome meafure to reftore 


the porifms, when the Greek text of Pappus fhould fee the light ;” 
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but Dr. Halley, after having publifhed this Greek text in as corres 

a {tate as poflible, defpairs of applying the information it Contains 

to any important and afeful purpofe. Pappus’s general Propofition 

is very iMperfe@lly and obfcurely flated; the firft porifm of the firft 
book is the only one which he has preferved entire; and on this ac. 
count mathematicians were difcouraged from purfuing an inqui 

into a fubjeét, of which there were only fome few confufed traces m 

maining. However Dr. R. Simfon undertook the difficult and labo- 

rious inveftigation, and fucceeded beyond his own expeciations. The 
firft fpecimen of his labour in this way was publithed in-the Phi! 

Tranf. for 1723, No. 377. See Abridg. vol. vi. part 1, p. 76, on 

Fle afterwards purfued the inquiry, and ina pofthumous work which, 

among other pieces, was printed at the private expence of the Rarl 

Stanhope, premifed fome eafy porifms to the explication given of 

them by Pappus, and fubjoined fuch of Euclid’s porifms as he could 

diftinguith to be his ; to which he added feveral other Propofitions 
of a nimilar nature. The publication before us is a tranflation of 
part of this work, which Mr. Lawfon has undertaken with a view of 
making it more generally known: and he propofes to compleat his 
defign in three other numbers of the fame kind, if he meets with 
fufficient encouragement merely to defray the neceffary expence at- 
tending the publication. 

GEOGRAPHY, 

Art.20. Geographical Exercifes, calculated to facilitate the Study 
of Geography, and by an expeditious Method to imprint a Know- 
ledge of the science on the Minds of Youth. With a concife In- 
troduction, explaining the Principles of Geography. By William 

Faden. Folio. 15s. Printed tor the Proprietor, Succeffor to 
_the late Mr. Jeffries, near Charing-Crofs. 

Thefe Exercifes conilt of nine maps, judicioufly feleéted and 
neatly engraved ; and of as many c rre{ponding theets, with the 
fcales of longitude and latitude, together with the meridians and la- 
titudes upon them; which are to be iilled up by the fcholar with the 
‘coaiis, boundaries, rivers, provinces, &c. of the Oppofite map. The 
utility of exercilfing young perfors in drawing maps is fufliciently 
evident: and this performance may contribute much to facilitate 
the acquifition of a f{cience which it is ihameful to be ignorant of, 


Poenpivica of 


Art. 21. Two Letters from Mr. Burke to Gentlemen in the City of 
Briftol on the Bills now depending in Parliament, relative to the 


2 
¢ 


Trade of Ireland. 8vo. 15. Dodiley. 1772. 

Mr. Burke having concurred with adminiftration, in favour of the 
bills above alluded to, on general [perhaps too general] principles of 
fair, open, xational commerce, (confideriag the frith as a part of our- 
felves) and regardlefs of the particular objections * made to thofe bills 
by the merchants of Briftol, Liverpool, Glafgow, &c.— Murmurs wert, 
confequently excited amongit his conftituents, of the firit mentioned 


————<_©,s~ 





* What thofe objetions are, does not particularly appear In thefe 
Letters ; but they may be feen in every news-paper ; and they fee@ 
to have weight fuflicient to merit Mr. B.’s utmoit attention, 
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city, who complained that shey could not have him for their advocate. 
Uo this occafion, Mr. B. deemed it neceflary, not only to affert 
the independency of his opinion, and to evince the rectitude of the 
yte he had given, but toendeavour, alfo, to convince the gentlémen 
of Briftol, that the natural tendency of the Bills in queition, would 
be jor their ¢ benefit, on the whole, as.well as that of Ireland: Since 
peitol, from its peculiarly advantageous fituation for cea with 
freland, muft ever find its be account in the profperity of that 
land,—in proportion as it is better to trade with a rich and flourith- 
ing country than with a poor one.—Mr. B. has thrown out a variety of 
remarks drawn from more general confiderations; efpecially from the 
prefent critical fituation of government, &c. for which we refer to 
the letters, at length. 

Art. 22. A Letter to the Worfhipful the Dean of Guild, and the 
Merchants and Manufacturers of the City of Glafgow, upon their 
Oppofition to the Frith Bills, &vo. 6d. Fielding and Walker. 

A tharp inveétive againit the ** Men of Glafgow,’” for their oppoG- 
tion to the Irifh Bills. ‘T"he writer takes the liberty to remind them 
of,—what he fuppofes them to have forgotten,—the former poverty 
of Scotland, till that country experienced the benefit of thofe lauda- 
ble principles of free, unreftrained trade, to which the merchants, &c. 
of Glafgow now feem to have fo many objections, when it is propofed 
that other parts of his majefty’s dominions fhould, in their turn, re- 
ceive the like advantages —=There 1s more of fatire than‘of argu 
ment in this little piece; the auchor of which has contrived to intro- 
duce the following ttory, of a proclamation made, in former times, by 
the Town-Cryer of Lnnerkeithing, viz. 

“ Awe ye gude fowk o’ the toun of Innerkeithen ; this is to let 
ye wat that there is cum to tats toun the day, a bealt calied a lamb: 
the laird o’ the manor is to ha’ the firft quarter, the provo't is to ha’ 
the fecond quarter, and the minifter1s to ha’ the third quarrer: 
the heed and the harigals.gaes to the baillie. I Johnny Bell 1s to ha’ 
twa {ma’ puddings for cawing; but if nae body ipiers for the lave o’ 
the beaft, it will no’ be kill’d the day.” 

The author fays he was furnifhed with the foregoing notable oration, 
‘ by refpe€table authority ;>—but he modeitly adds, * I vouch not 
for its truth.’.—How many good jefts are fpoil: by that ugly word 
faa! 


Art. 23. A Letter to the Hon. Mr. Ch-—s F—x, upon his pro- 





t, on that memorable Day, Feb. 17, 1773, 


ceeding in P is 


8vo. Is. Fielding and Walker. 

Arraions the conduct, ani queftions the abilities of Mr. Fox; 
grounding his impeachment principally on what the Letter Writer 
terms the ‘ mz/erable’ {peech of this celebrated young orator, ‘in reply 
tothe minifier, when the latter publicly made that fuil aud memor.- 
ble recantation of his political errors, in the unhailowed chapel of 
St. Stephen.”—Good heaven! fays he, what materials were shere 
bere [you fee, reader, itis but an dere and there kiad of fiyle in 
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t ‘ Itis for you, and for your interett, as a dear, chertthed, and 
tefpected nart of a valuable whole, that i have takea my {hare ia chi 
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which this gentleman writes] for one of the moft mafterly Philipp), 
that ever touched or acted upon the heads and hearts, of men ! And 
the ground, throughout fo ftrong and obvious, it feems to have need. 
ed but fmall ability or art to feize it. Real patriotic feelings coul 
mot potibly have refifted taking it. Your privace line of interetted 
purfuit, one cannot but think, of courfe, would dictate it: and yous 
perfonal animofity to the man could leave no room to doubt, how 
much you wifhed him down: and yet you let this great occafiog 
flip. ‘To what can we afcribe this?—How poflibly account for the 
firange congratulating ftrain, for acguie/cing language and promifed fup. 
port in the very moment of all others that called for your moft power. 
ful invigorated exertions, that demanded the moft animated, violent, 
redoubled efforts of oppofition. Inftead of this, it is remarked, Mr, 
F. a€tually, himfelf, moft unaccountably atded the very minifter, 
whofe removal had been the fingle object of his (Mr. F.’s) political 
life, and concurred in fuffering opPostTion to be the dupe of mi- 
nifterial jockey/bip, to a degree beyond all power of belief.—The au. 
thor concludes, * your letting go bye fo palpable an opening, [to 
puth the minifter from his ftation] ‘ can only be imputed to the want 
of neceflary, quick, political, difcernment, to your incapacity, your 
unfitne/s for that character and part which your puny, ill-fupported 
ambition led you vainly to afume.’— 

On this point, and on the politics of the times, particularly the 
American revolt, the author enlarges, through forty pages, in which 
we meet with fome notable obfervations, expreffed in a manner fin- 
gularly uncouth and unpleafing. In principle, he is anti-minifterial, 
but not violent. _He condemns the condu& of adminiltration, as 
unhappily founded on one or both of the following capital deficien- 
cies—the want of izformation, with re{peé& to the ftate of America, 
or, what is ftill worfe, an ignorance of human nature: which he en- 
deavours toevince by arguments drawn from notorious faéts.—With 
refpect, however, to the gentleman to whom thefe obfervations are 
immediately addreffed, he takes leave of him in the following terms: 

* Abilities, Sir, undoubtedly you poffefs—but I cannot fay. that 
you have convinced me you have to that degree, or to that general extent, 
which your friends would feem to give you credit for. Appearing 
earlier than moft characters, and the education you had received 
having been directed principally to the line of parliament, and under 
the immediate controul of oxe who felt not only a warm intereft in di- 
recting it, but who was fully competent to the tafk of giving it, be- 
ing himfelf both an able politician, and a fuccefsful fpeaker in par- 
liament—men were we!l and favourably difpofed to receive you 
upon the mere credit of your maffer, and you came forth with un- 
common expectations and eclat—with every advantage too, for many 
of the old refpeftable fpeakers were gone off—the remainder few 
retiring faft(—and the difipated manners and idle turn of the times 
furnifhed no fupply to thefe;—and thus flanding in a manner a/ons 
and /jingle—you appeared with unufual luftre—was regarded as a pro- 
digy of parts. Your ftyle of {peaking marked evidently the {chool 
in which you ftudied—and proved the wonderous pains and care with 
which you had been taught. But circumftances, partly of your own 
producing, partly in the courfe of nature, foon left you to yourfelf; 
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and I do not think vou are improved from being fo. I do not mean 
that practice and further experience may not have rendered you more 
ready, more perfect in the fame ftyle of fpeaking—affuredly they 
wou.d,—certainly have done fo. Bat Imean, that itis a partial ityle 
of ipeaking—it wants enlargement—and without which, you cannot 
be rated either as an able or a gocd pelitical {pcaker. | have often 
compared you in speaking, to Mr. Wiikes in ading—who, if you 
examine his pudéic line throughout, has neverdone any thing from 
himjef; butin every inflance has derived all his confequence, throve 
enticly by a happy power which he poffeffes of ca:ching at the 
weak, erroneous parts of conduct in thofe with whom heis in centeft 
—and by a maite:ly expofure and turn of thefe—not by any felf-fupe- 
riority or excellence—has conftantly worked out his own private ad- 
vantage, has eftablifhed his political importance In like manner 
freaking in P -t, — your power and weight of parts confift not 
inthe mafs of information and force of argument thrown by you 
upon the queltion, or into the debate—but in an art you have of 
twiking to your purpofe, and fhewing the weak fide of argument 
in thofe who have {poken before you, giving no proof on your own 

art either Of uncommon reach of ihought, or fuperior intelligence 
ofmind. In a word, you feem generally to have gathered your 
knowledge of the fubje& in difcaffion, from thofe who have previ- 
oufly delivered their fentiments, and almoit always appear to fpeak 
upon the debate rather than fo it. 

With fuch a Houfe of Commons as the prefent, this may fucceed ; 
—was itcompofed of fuch characters, as this country in former days 
faw fitting there—you could not fail of very foon feeling the in/ufficiency 
ofthis. What I have juftremarked, is peculiarly obfervable in that 
reply you made to the minilier, which has given rife to this Letter I 
have the honour to addrefsto you. And unlefs you correct it—unlefs 
you praétice—give your abilities a wider range—which can only be 
done by the direétions laid down in the motto I have taken from Lord 
Bolingbroke—you fhortly will be outfript and quite loft in the politi- 
cal race :—for there is a character that ftarted it is true, at great dif- 
tance from you, but is now coming falt up, gains confiderably upon 
you. Hehasto force him forward all thofe advantages which you 
have played away—and befides ample poffiffiens and gosd name, has to 
poof, excellent judgment—and though perhaps not the greatett bril- 
liancy, yet a folidity of parts, which while they reflect lufire upon 
himfelf, give his country every promifing hopee—As your glare of 
fahhy ones wears off—he with that confcious dignity tree merit gives, 
will rife rapid in opinion—will gain the nation’s confidence, and win 
himfelf the general efteem. You muft have anticipated me here, and 
already have repeated Mr. Grenville’s name.” 

_ The paffage alluded to from Bolingbroke, in the preceding extract, 
isthis: ** They who affect to head an oppofition, or to make any 
confiderable figure in it, muft be equal at leaft to thofe whom they 
ppoie ; Ido not fay in parts only, but in application and induttry, 
and the fruits of both, information, knowledge, and a certain con 
ant preparednefs for all the events thac may arife. Every zdmini- 
Rev, May, 1778. Da tration 
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ftration is a fyftem of conduct: Oppofition, therefore, fhould be a 
fyftem of conduct likewife ; an oppofite, but not a dependant fyftem, 
BorixGs. on the Spirit of Patriotifm, 

Art. 24. A Letter to his Grace the Duke of Buccleugh on Nationa} 
Defence ; with fome Remarks on Dr. Smith’s Chapter on that Sub. 
ject in his Book entitlecé, An Enquiry into the Nature and Caufes 
of the Wealth of Nations, 8vo. 15s. 6d. Murray. 1778, 
The general object of this letter is to difplay the utility of ana. 

tional militia: Its more immediate defign appears to be, to re. 
commend the eftablifhment of a militiain Scotland. On thefe to. 
pics the writer makes many fenfible obfervations; and, in the courfe 
of his remarks endeavours, but we think without fuccefs, to difcover 
fome inconfiltencies in Dr. Smith’s reafonings on this fubje&. 

Art. 25. dn Appeal to the People of England, on the prefint' 
Situation of National Affairs, and to the County of Norfolk, 
on fome late TranfaGtions and Reports. 8vo. 6d. Bew, 
1778. 

z warm expoftulation with thofe who acted in oppofition to 
the meafures lately propofed at Norwich, for the fupport of Go- 
vernment, particularly by a fubfcription for recruiting the army, 
The author writes with zeal, but not without knowledge. He gives 
a fair view of our prefent critical fituation with refpe& to the 
American quarrel,—allowing a little for fome degree of refentment 
againit the provincials, whom he fuppofes to have long enterained 
ideas of independency; and he ardently exhorts us to lay afide all 
party difputes, and like good citizens, to uniTz in the defence of 
the honour and welfare of Old England. 

Noverts and MEMorIRs. 

Ait. 26. Ademoirs of the Cauntefs D’ Anois; written by herfelf, 
before her Retirement. 12mo. 2 Vols. 6s. Noble. 
When books that have long been forgotten are revived, it is to 
be fuppofed, either that they have extraordinary mert, or are pe- 
culiarly feafonable. Neither of thefe reafons can however be af- 
figned, for the revival of thefe memoirs. The great variety of f- 
milar publications, which late years have produced, renders this re- 
publication unneceflary; and the tale has nothing either in its cir- 
cumflances, Orin the manner in which it is related, fufficiently io- 

terefting to merit a fecond peruial. E, 

Art. 27. The Hiflory of Eliza Warwick, 12mo0. 2 Vols. 

Gs. Bew. 1777. 

This is an entertaining tale, related in eafy and agreeable, and 
where the occafion requires, in pathetic language: it is calculated 
to touch the fprings of tender fympathy ; and, notwithftanding its dif, 
trefling cataftrophe, is better adapted to produce a good moral ef-. 
fect, than many of thofe agreeable ttories in which virtue is made at 
laft triumphant. We bear this teftimony to the merit of Eliza War- 
wick, not becaufe the writer has refpe fully folicited mercy, but be- 
caule juice requires it. E, 
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Art. 28. The Offspring of Fancy. ByaLady. 12mo. 2 Vols. 


6s. Bew. 1777. 

We find too much confufion in the plan, and negligence in the 
execution of this novel, to allowitany confiderable fhare of merit, If 
it ferve to beguile one of thofe tedious hours, which our country- 
women, with fuch invincible patience and perfeverance, devote tov 
the external labours of the head, it is all that can be expected. EB . 
Art. 29. The Hiffory of Melinda Harley, Yorkthire. 12mo. 

zse Od. fewed. Robinfon. 1777. 

A very inoffenfive, but a very dull and ill-wri.ten book, which, 
fort as it is, the author has been under the necefiity of ekeing out 
with—a fermon. If this piece of clumfy patch work was put together 
by a fair fempitrefs, we with her better fuccefs in the labours of the 
needle, to which we would advife her for the future to confine her 
ambition. EB. 
Art. 30. The Unfortunate Union, or the Teft of Virtue; a Story 

founded on Facts, and calculated to promote the Caufe of Virtue 

in younger Minds. Written by a Lady. 2 Vols, 12mo. Os. 

bound, Richardfon and Urquhart. 1773. 

There is fomething fo exceedingly difguiting in the exhibition of 
characters, which have no tints of elegance or virtue, to foften the 
coarfe lines of vulgar manners, or enliven the dark fhades of aban- 
doned libertinifm—there is fomething fo extremely painful, in fee- 
ing fuch charaéters employed in harafling, tormenting, and defaming 
an innocent and gentle {pirit—that itis furprifing fuch reprefenta- 
tions fhould be thought capable of affording entertainment, or calcu- 
lated to promote the caufe of virtue in young minds. Charatters 
and fcenes of this kind, make fo capital a figure in the prefent no- 
vel, that we cannot think either the variety of incidents and cha- 
racters which the author has introduced, or her attempt to puniih 
and reform her rakes in the iffue of the tale, a fufficient compenfa- 
tion for the difagreeable impreffions which the preceding part cf 
the narrative leaves upon the mind. ‘The ftyle of the piece is not, 
however, ‘of the lowelt order. 

Art. 31. Greenwood Farm. Written by a Warrant Officer 4 
belonging tothe Navy. izmo. 2 Vols. 6s. ‘Noble. 1778. 
It is fortunate for this gentleman, that he does not place his 

point of honour in the management of the quill, and chat having 
“ formed no expectations, he is prepared not to be difappointed, 
let the fate of his work be what it may.”? The piece is fo extreme- 
ly defective in incident, fentiment, and language, that we apprehend 
he will find few readers who will think him entitled to praife as aa 
= whatever claims he may have upon the public as a naval 
omrcer, 


Art. 32, The Hiflory of Mifs Maria Barlowe, in a Series of 
Letters, 12mo. os. 2 Vols. Fielding and Waiker. 1777- 
This tale is fo perfeétly infipid, and related in fuch valgar jan- 

guage, that it cannot, we imagine, afford a moment’s gratification 


_ tothe moit eager devourer of novels. If it can be read at all, it 


Day however be read with fafety, for its itupidity renders it per- 
Keetly inoffenfive. Even the forward Mi/s in her teexs, who (in this 
Ddz writer's 
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writer's language) begins to feel ‘* that foe wifhes not to trave 
Solus towards the better country,” will not be in danger of * being 
Jet agog to flourifh as the little heroine of a romance,” by reading the 
adveniuies of Mi/s Barlowe. 
Art. 33. Munjler Village. 12mo. 2 Vols. 6s. Robfon, 
This Novel isto muchin the manner of the Lesters from th 
Duche/s of Crui and othersAthat we cannot help hazarding a con. 
jeCture that it is the production of the fame pen. It abounds with 
juit reflections, difcovers extenfive reading, and is written in ap 
agreeable ftyie. ‘The Rory is not uninaterelting ; but its chief value 
is, that it is the vehicle of much entertaining information, and of 


ufeful moral inftruction. k 
‘ 


DRAMATIC, 

Art. 34. 4 Trip to Calais; a Comedy in Three Aas, as origi. 
nally written, and intended for Reprefentation, by the lace Sa- 
muel ioote, Efq. Towhich is annexed, Lhe Capuchin; as iris 

erformed at the Theatre Royal in the Hayma ket: Altered from 
the Trip to Calais, by the late S. Foote, Efg; and now publithed 

by Mr. Colman. 8vo, 2s. 6d. Cadell. 1773. 

The Trip to Calais having been reviewed in manufcript by the 
Lord Chamberiain, received no other animadverfion from his Lord- 
fhip than the ava Jizura of the white flick, which, like Aaron’s rod, 
{walluwed up tie ferpent, about to foit forth its venom on the noble 
female bigamill, fuppofed to be fhadowed. out in che charaéter of 
Tuady Kiity Crecod:le. ‘Pbete feenes which prevented the reprefen- 
tation on the fluge, will probably prove the mott powerful recom 
mendations of the piece in the clofet. They are heightened with 
all that trong colouring, for which this artitt had been long remark: 
able; aud their abfence in the Capuchix is partly fupplied by the 
introduction of the reverend perfonage of Dr. Viper, an editor of a 
news-paper. Each of thefe comedies contains poignant fatire; but 
neither of them aie, ia Our opinion, equal to our Author’s Deuil 
upou Two Sticks Nabobd, and fome others of his popular pieces. 
Art. 35. The Taylors. A Tragedy for warm Weather: In 

Three Acis. A> itis performed at the Theatre Koyal in the Hay- 

market.. Sve. is. Cadell. 17728. 

Introduced to the tlage, and perhaps touched and retouched here 
and there by the tiaymarket Ariltophanes, of facetious memory.. The 
parody oo th death of Alexander, and fome other paffages, breathe 
the true {pirit of theatrical burlef{que. !n fome other inftances it 1s 
indeed more properly a trageds for warm weather ; tor it is in thofe 
inflances but a cela performance. 

Art. 36. The 2duid of Kent, a Comedy: Acted at the Theatre 

Royatia Druiy-Lane. evo. is. Od. Robinfon. 1778. 

This drema has not, it feems, been regularly enrolled in the cata 
logue of tucatrical rerformances. It is not, indeed, a capital per 
formance ; yet the Maid of Kent, taken altogether, is aaah fuperior 
to many comedies that have been intioduced to the Public with all 
the fplendors of theatrical funfhine. Nature and fimplicity, fome- 


limes Dowever fajling into puerility, are the charaferittics of m“e 


pertormance. ‘The prologue and epilogue are contemptible. a 
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Att. 37- Songs and Choruffes in the Comic Opera of Belphegar 
Now performing at the ‘1 neatre-Royal in Drury-lane. &vo, ods 
Becket. 

This poetafter very properly ‘ fubmits, with timidity, his efforts for 
the public favour to the public decifion; confcious that wen its 
hindne/s often wifkes to approve, 1TS IMPARTIALITY OBLIGES TO 
CUNDEMN.’ 

POS TLC A 2, 
Art. 38. The Haunts of Shakefpeare. A Poem by William 
Pearce. ato. ts. od. Brown. 1778. 

This poem is humbly dedicated to Mr. Garrick, of whofe well- 
known and well recited ode it is, 1n many places, an bumble imita- 
tion. A tranfcript of the beginning and ending of this dedication 
will convey the trucft idea of the poem, for which reafon we fhall 
refrain from pointing out more particularly its feveral beauties of fen- 
timent, and graces ot language. In this infilance we fhall avowed!ly 
deviate from our wonted impartiality, and admit the Author’s own 
review Of his own performance: 

‘SIR, 

‘To you { have ventured to dedicate the enfuing lines; and, 
though they may prove deficient in every effential which conftitutes 
the excellency ot Po—ETry; yet, from the bare con‘ideration of being 
acompliment to the memory of SHAKESPEARE, they cannot entirely 
be unacceptable’ ‘J thai! not make a further apology for a poem, 
which, perhaps, mav be found unde/erving of any.’ 

Art. 39, “Fobn and Sufan; or, the Intermeddler rewarded: A 
Tale, addreffed to the French King. gto. Od. Bath printed, 
and fold by Wilkie in London. 1778. 

John and Sufan quarrelling, neighbour Raiph interferes, and takes 
partwith Sufan; oo which Sue and John unite to vive him a found 
drubbing. The idea of the fable is trite, but the thought is here 
prettily wrought up, in Gay’s manner. ‘The application is obvious: 
Great Pritain and America are to join againit France :—4 con/umma- 
tion devoutly to be wifh’d! 

Art. 4c. An Apology for the Times; a Poem, addrefled to the 

King. sto. 25s, 6d. Rivington. 1778. 

Whiteewafh for the court,—black-bal! for the oppofition, and the 
Americans. Specimen: 

* The meek American can faft and prav, 
Can beg his God to wath his fins away.’ 

In this manner are the language and imagery whch we jufly re- 
verence in the facred writings, debafed by modern pectrv! The 
author of the treatife on the Bathos would have faid, ‘* This poet 
maketh the moft fublime of all Beings, a wa/beravcman.” 

Art. 41. The Tears of Fritannia; aPoemon the much-lamented 
Death ot William Karl of Chatham. By Thomas Haillings. gto. 
Is. Williams, &c. 

Alas, poor Britannia, how wofully doft thou lament thy lofs! 

ard, indeed, is thy fate, to be at once deprived of thy Chatham, 
and thy Wits into the bargain ! 


Dd 3 Art. 
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Art. 42. Matrimonial Overtures from an enamoured Lady to Lord 
G — G—rm—ne. 4to, 18. 6d. Bew. 1778, 

Madamoilelle D’Eon is the lady who is made to make thefe over. 
tures to the noble flatefman above meant. His Lordhhip is, however 
only courted to be abufed; in company with the whole adminittra. 
tion circle, and all who abet the meafures of government, Particn- 
Jarly with regard to the American war: the whole Scottih nation 
efpecially. The poetry is rather to be commended than the fpitit 
with which the Author writes. From an advertifement prefixed, we 
are led to prefume that the Public is indebted for this fatirical per- 
formance to the ingenious libertine Bard who lately obliged them 
with an Epifile to Lady Grofvencr—T he Philofophic Venus—Epijile from 
Omiah—and Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-feven : on all ot which we 
have impartially beftowed our commendation and our cen/fure. 

Art. 43. The Conciliation; aPoem. By the Author of “ Ju. 
venal’s Satires, paraphraftically imitated. 4to. 18s. Almon, 
1778. 

* Thou thrid’ft the mazy toils of Jefuit art, 
* And wields, though confcience frown, th’ avenging rod.’ 

If there be any tongue that can pronounce, any ear that can bear 

fuch poetry as this, 

Criticifm to fuch were entirely fuperflucus. 
Art. 44. Poems, containing Semira, an Elegy; Abelard to 
Eloifa; Ambition. 4to. zs. 6d. Davenhill. 1778. 
‘ Vain ’twere t’ attempt defcription of the fight’ —— 

We mvft not look for elegance in a collection of poems into which 

Juch a line could be admitted. L, 

Art. 45. Fugitive Poetical Pieces. By Mr. Jerningham. 12mo. 

1s. 6d. Robfon. 1778. 

Thefe pieces confift of Margaret of Anjou, an hiftorical interlude, 
which was played at Mifs Young’s benefit, and fome other. litle 
pieces. —The Public is well acquainted with the merit of this Writer L 
Art. 46. dn Effay on Feurnal Poetry; with a Specimen, by the 

Rev, Fleming, Prebendary, and afterwards Dean of Carlifle, 

in a Letter to the Rev. Erafmus Head, Prebendary of the fame 

Church, written about the Year 1742. By Edward Tatham. 

1zmo. 4s. Richardfon and Co, 

‘Vide pages are not feldom of more importance than the works 
that follow them, and the refpect we fhew them is proved by our 
quoting them atiarge. This, however, throws a difcredit on that 
important part of book-making: for, in the firit place, the pamphlet 
is written by a Prebendary of Carlifle, in the fecond, by Edward 
Tatham. So fets forth the tile-page: now for the thing itfelf. 

What is feurnal Poetry*? Does not the god of the two-ropped 
hill keep a Ledger of his wares, as well as a Journal ?—We will 
venture to fay tnat this book, at leaft, is not in his compting-houle. 


— 
-_- 











" [fany reader fhould rea'ly want information on this head, we 
refer him te Horace, who wrote a poetical account of the incidents 
which occurred in his journey to Brundufium. w 
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We fhall difmifs this Article with begging leave to prefent our Readers 
with the Author’s definition of Journal Poetry. ‘ In the Journal 
every piece of poetry is diftinguifhed from another in an eafy but ob- 
gious manner, whilft the whole compofition is elegantly tied together 
by the journal part.’ If any reader can find this intelligible, we will 
give up Qur character of being critics by profiffion ! 

Art. 47. n Heroic Epifile to an unfortunate Monarch, by Pere- 
grine the Elder. Enriched with explanatory Notes. ato. 1s, Od, 
Benfon. 1778. 

Poetic Billing{gate. 

Art. 48. Royal Perfeverance. A Poem. Humbly dedicated to 
that Prince whofe Prety, Clemency, Moderation, Magnanimity, and 
other Chriftian and Patriotic Virtues, are the Admiration of all 
Mankind. 4to. 1s. 6d. Bew. 1778. 

This poem, like the foregoing epiftle, contains a bold perfonal 
invective againit his M y; whofe filent contempt of fuch da- 
ring traducers, is a fufhcient refutation of all that our fa¢tious writers 
have more than infinuated, with refpect to tyranny and de/poti/a: 
words which frequently occur in almoit every page of the two lait- 
mentioned fatirical performances. 

Art. 49. Alfred; an Ode; with Six Sonnets, By Robert 
Holmes, M. A. Fellow of New College. 4to. 15. 6d. Ri- 
vington. 17786 








* At fable noon of night, 
‘ Her torch, dire-blazing, glares afar, 
‘ Difaftrous fignal of the morrow’s war, 
‘ No more,’ 

Echo. No more! 

Yet have we feen many lefs happy imitations of Gray’s manner. 
Art. 50. A Sentimental ‘fourney to Bath, Briftal, and their En- 

virons; a defcriptive Poem. ‘lo which are added, Mi/ce//aneous 

Pieces, By William Heard. 4to. 5s. Boards. Szwell, &c. 

1778. 

‘ Pomona, lovely in each fhape or drefs, 
Whether in cyder fhe flows forth to blefs ; 
Or comes, delightful to the {chool-boy’s eye, 
Deck'd up, and trimm’d in fioure of a pye.’ 

Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die! 

Mexanver, apud Divum Pauli. 

Is this criticifm? No—but then you have the adwentagewad the 
pye into the bargain. ‘os 
Art. §1. Imitationes has parvulas, Anglicd partim, partim Latine 

redditas, paucarum levium Horarum Occupationes, benevolo Leétori 

dicatas verecundé quidem voluit Alumnus Cantabrigienfis. 4t0. 
2s.6d. Dodfley., 
‘ Edam; non cdam; Quid agam ?” 
In Englith —* I would eat—I fhall not eat—What amI to do? 
Why—nothing, Friend! And that is the belt advice we can give 
you.--We know you meant by your edams, fhall1 publith, or tiail 
J not Publifh ? but flill we have no better advice in flore for you’ 


Dd 4 Art. 
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Art. 52. Divine Philanthropy; or, the Live of God. A poetical 
Eilay. izmo. is. 4d. Richardt on aoc Uj iunart, yoo ‘ 
Some critics have maintained that poetical enthufiafm, and rele 

gious enthufi. fm, are two principles which have, with refpett to each 

other, a repellent power; but we think Dr. Young, and others, ma 
be mentioned as inftanees to the co trary. We hive often obferved 
however, that a writer’s peetical talents are (as the mathematicians 
fay) inver/e.y as his orthodoxy. This ts moft ce reainly the cafe with 
refpeét to this or:hod.x poetical eflay, of which the followine lines 

will be a fuffictent {pecimen : 4 

— Ye reafoners of our day, 

Who fraught with light, even Socinus himfelf 

Have out focinianifed, and left behind; 

Who from your Lord (fo call’d) would fain withhold 
All Chriflian worfhip; pardon if one atk, 

Is your fuperior wifdom grown fo high 

To o’ertop the ancient worthies ? 

Art. §3. 4 Panegyric on Cork Rumps; or, a May- morning's Ex. ' 
curfion on the Water. ‘Vowhich is added, The Modern Head-dref; ; 
or, M: s Babel's fatal Cataffrophe at the Bath recome. By the Au- 
thor of Modern Refinement, and the Regiffer of Folly. 4to. 64, 
Wilkie, &c. 

The poet and the theme are well adapted to each other: as Juve. 
nal fays, Ingenium par materia. 


MiIiscELLANEOUS. 
Art. 54. The remarkable Trial of the Queen of Quavers, and 


ber Affociates, for Sorcery, Witchcraft, and Encnantment, at the 

Aflizes held in the Moon, for the County of Gelding; before 

the Right Hon. Sir Francis Lath, Lord Chief Baron of the Lunar 

Exchequer. Taken in Short Hand by Jofeph Democritus and 

William Diogenes. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Bew. 1778. 

A moft virulent attack on the mafculine, feminine, and epicene 
dire€tors and performers of the opera, probably the production of 
fome incenfed Italian, and chiefly calculated for the meridian of the 
Orange coffee-boufe. (, 
Art. 55. An Introduftion to Merchandize: Containing a com- 

plete Syftem of Arithmetit ; a Syitem of Algebra; Book-keeping 

in various Forms; an Account of the Trade of Great Bgitain and 
the Laws and Practices which Merchants are chictly interefted in. 

In Two Volumes. Vol. I. 8vo. 45. fewed. Edinburgh 

priated, and fold by Cadell, London. 1777. 

This treatife is formed on a much more comprehenfive plan than 
moft books of the fame kind, It contains a variety of important 
and ufeful matter, arranged with judgment, and well adapted to 1n- 
ftruGiion. The Author’s whole plan is diftributed into fix parts, 
three of which are comprized in this volume, containing a fyttem of 
arithmetic and of algebra; and an account of the monies, weights, 
and meafures ufed in different nations, the nature and form of bills 
of exchange, invoices, and other mercantile accompts. The other 


three parts, of which the fecond volume, yet unpablifhed, is '0 
, coniift, 
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genfit, are to comprehend the doctrine of Italian bookkeeping, a 
variety of forms in book-keeping, fuited ro particular circumflances 
of bufinefs, and an account of the trade of Great Britain, &e. Each 
yolume is fo far complete in itfelf, that it muy be ufed independently 
of the other. We recommend it to the Author * to be particularly 
aitentive in fuperviling and correcting the prefs, as feveral typogra- 
hical errors have efcaped in this volume, which mutt very much 
perplex young fRudents. 

Art. 56. Extortion no Ufury; or, the Merits of a late Eleéttion 
difeufjed : in a Diaiogue hetweeo Minos, Lerd Ruffell, Chartes 
Churchill, and Jeremiah Dyfon, Efquire. Svo. is. Whiliams. 
17776 
The next time this conjuror makes ufe of his magic wand to ‘ call 

up fpirits from the vaity deep,”” we would advife him to thew them 

a little more refpect, than to emptoy them in hallooing, ** Wilkes 

and liberty! No ‘op ins!” 

Art. 57. The Hiftory of the Cuftcems, Aids, Subfidies, National 
Debts, and Taxes of England; from William the Conqueror to she 
prefent Year 1-78. By U. Cunningham, Efq. The I hird Edition 
corrected. With feveral Improvements fuggefted by Sir Charles 
Whitworth, Chairman of the Committee of the Supply and Ways 
and Means. And an Appendix containing, I. Pariicular Liits of 
the Taxes raifed, and ‘the Prices of Provitions, in the Reigns of 
Hen. IL. Ed. JI. Ed. WU. Ed. UWL Ric. If Hen. 1V. Hen, V. 
Hen. VI. Ed. IV. Hen. VII. Hen. VIII. Ed VI. Mary, Eliz. 
and JamesI. II. A brief View of the public Revenue, both cer- 
tain anc cafual, with the ordinary Expence of the Commonwealth 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland; together with a State of the 
public Debts, as the fame i, peared to a Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons in April 165), about Seven Months after the Death 
of Oliver Cromwell. Svo. 68. bound. Johnfon. 1778. 

This work was firft publifhed in detached parts, tne accounts of 
which are to be found in Rev. vol. xxv. and the above ample title. 
page fhews the additions now made to this tntereiiing compendiom, 
Art. 58. The Infant’s Mifcellany; or, Eafy Lefjins extvacied from 
diferent Authors, Onanw Plane tz2mo. 28. Beecroft. 1778, 

* Intended, fays the Author, to facilitate the attcininent of the 
Exglifp language to the youngeit readers, by teaching them not only 
toread, but likewife to underftand clearly what they read. —This 
the Author endeavours to effect by the heip of an index to the lef- 
fons, containing the fynonimous words or phrajes; with fome expla- 
natory notes.— If he difficulty will be, to make children, from tour 
to eight or nine years old, readily comprehena the ufe of the index ; 
which is rather of a complicated form, and difcouraging appearance: 
being fo encumbered with zotes and references, that the little ftudents 
will find it a tafk of fufficient difficulty to underltand the ufe and 
meaning of them ---With the afliltance of a teacher, however, this 
little book may prove very ferviceable to the infant learners for whom 
It 1s intended. 

* Robert Hamilton, LL.D. Mafler of the Academy at Perth. 
Art. 
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Art. 59. Modern Charaéters. For 1778. By Shakefpeare, 

izmo. 1s. Brown, 

Thefe chara€ters have already been viewed and reviewed by mof 
of our Readers, as we imagine, in the Morning Poft and Public 
Advertifer, from which two daily papers they are mot faithfully 
copied with all their beauties and defects, without addition or alter. 
ation, if we may truft to our memories. Some particulars, ex. 
cufable in a news-paper, become reprehenfible when exhibited with 
the parade of an editor, in a formal colle&tion; fuch as printing 
paffages felected from a poet without due regard to his meafure; 
and above all afcribing, like an illiterate actor verfed only in the 
prompter’s books, whole fpeeches to Shakefpeare, not to be found 
in any edition of his works ; inftances of which unpardonable licence, 
or contemptible ignorance, may be found at p. 15 and 16 of this 
colleétion, in the paffages from Lear (Tate's Lear) applied to her 
M——y and L—y T—nf - nd. ; 
Art. 60. Arifloplanes; being a Collection of true Attic Wit: 

Containing the Jeits, Gibes, Bon Mots, Witticifms, and moft ex 

traordinary Anecdotes of Samuel toote, Efq; the Lords Chefter- 

field, Tyrawley, Mefirs. Churchill, Thornton, Lloyd, and their 

Coremporaries, &c, &c. With an engraved Head of Mr. Foote. 

szmo. 28. Od. fewed. Baldwin. 

Sunt bona, funt quedam mediocria, funt mala plura, 

: Que legis Markt. 

Art. 61. Conjiderations on the Game Laws; together with fome 
Strictares on Ur. Blackitone’s Commentaries relative to this Sub- 
ject. To which is added, a new Projeét for the Regulation of 
Field-fports; as alfo a Pian for the more effectually preventing 
Poaching. Svo. 1s. 6d. Bew. 1777. 

This Writer, after enumerating the defects fo frequently com- 
plained of, in our prefent game lags, propofes, that qualified per- 
fons fhould be required to cbtain a licence for purfuing and taking 
game beyond the limits of their own eftates, for which ten pounds 
thould be paid annually ; that ten pounds be alfo paid for a fpecial 
licence to fhoot moor-pame; and that licences be fold (to be re- 
newed from year to year) to authorize poulterers to breed and fell 
game, and the owners of parks, &c. be permitted to fell game to 
fuch licenfed poulterers only. Thefe are the chief heads of the 
project here offered to the Public: which may perhaps merit fome 
attention, at leait as fuggefting a new mode of taxing the luxuries 
of life. E. 
Art. 62. The Life of Alfred the Great, King of the Anglo- 

Saxons. By A. Bickneil, Author of the Hiftory of Edward the 

Black Prince*. &vo. 6s. Bew. 17776 

A fubje& that might have claimed the pen of a Robertfon ora 
Hume, a fabject truly great, and, in every refpect, adapted to the 


times, is here occupied by a writer who is not evea an Oldmixon, of 
a Guthrie. L. 





— 





* Vid. Rev. July, 1777, p. Si. 
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Art. 63. 4 defcriptive Account of the Iflands lately difcovered in the 


South Seas. Gnving a full Detail of the prefent State of the Inha- 
bitants, their Government, Religion, &c. &c. from the firft Dif- 
covery to the prefent Time, &c. By the Rev. Dr. John Trofler. 
8vo. 6s. bound. Baldwin. 1778. 

This detail is very fcantv and unfatisfactory; nor is it void of 
blunders both in fenfe and grammar, colloquial barbarifms, pleo- 
na{ms, and contradictions. ‘Thus we read of an ifland * that had 
thrown off its independency on O-Taheite.’—* The women in general 
are handfome ;—but éf aay thing they are more indolent and dazy,’— 
The natives ‘ are expofed to the rigour of the fun, the air, and 
cold, reason enough for burning up their tkins.’—The dogs of O-Taheite 
are faid to be * a heavy fluggith animal, Sc.’—* Phyficians they have 
none?—* Lard bird: thy have fcarcely any.’—* Leffons they bave none, 
e—* Birds they catch, Se.’—feem to be favourite modes of con- 
fru€tion with our Authors; but they are highly unbecoming a 
DoGor, and an Hittoriographer, even of voyages. ‘The natives of 
O-Taheice, the Doctor tells us, live under no regular form of go- 
vernment ; aud then he immediately proceeds to inform us that a 
kind of feudal {yitem fubfifts among them ;—that each of the penin- 
fulas has a fovereign; and that every one of the forty-three diftritts 
contained in the ijland is fuperintended by an earee or chief, &.— 
Surely this looks fomething like a regular form of government; 
though they may not have King, Lords, and Commons: and yet, to 
the beft of cur remembrance, they feem to have a police, as quick in 
its operations as that of Bow-/?. eet +.—Once more,—‘* Tough a bar- 
barous pecple. they feem in general weil dif/pofed.’—But we have dwelt 


too long on this meagre and futile performance. B..y, 


Art. 64. The Cafe of Eafter Offerings, ftated and coufidered. 
Proving the enforcing the Payment of them to be illegal, and con- 
trary to the Statuie of William Ill. from whence the Claim is 
pretended to be derived. ‘Together with an introductory Account 
of the Caufes that led to this Inquiry. By T. B, an Inhabitane 
of Weftminiter. :zmo. 5d. Noble, &c. 1777. 
Confiits, chiefly, of letters originally pubiifhed in the Daily Ga- 

zetteer. ‘This controverfy broke out in the parifh of S:. Martin, 

Weitminfter. Several of the inhabitants objected to the payment of 

Eatler offerings to the clergyman, whofe claim upon them they ap- 

prehended to be iliegal ; but the clergyman, and his friends, being 

of a different opinion, recourfe was had to compulfion. The mate 
ter came to a hearing before Sir John Fielaing, and fome were pre- 
vailed on to comply with the demand; while others, more refrac- 
tory, and, pe:haps, better informed, perfilted in their refufal of 
payment. ‘The affair growing more ferious, an appeal was made 
to the Public; and both parties figured in the news-papers; but 
the clergyman’s adherents feem to have come off jecond bef. For 
farther particulars we refer tothe pamphlet, the tubject of which 


/ Merits, in particular, the attention of the inhabitants of London, 


Weillminfler, and all other ciiies or corporations, where tythes, ob- 


? 





¢ Vide Hawkefworth, Cook, &c. 
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dations, &c. are fettled by act of parliament, and to which the ff 
tute of Wiilian JIT. does not extend. “ 
Art.65. Three Effays, on the following Subj-@s; a Defence 
of the Women; Church Malic; a Comparifon between ancient 
and modern Mufic ; tranflated from the Spanith of Feyjoo. By; 
Gentleman. 8vo. 35. fewed. Becket. 1778, ; ie 
Having already exprefled our genera) fentiments concerning this 
Writer (in our Review for Sepiember, page 241) we have only to 
remark concerning thefe Eays, that the firft, though written ing 
more grave, and, confequently, kfs entertaining manner, than might 
be expected from the nature of the fubjeét, contains fome Curious 
facts, and many good obfervations; aud that the two latter (the 
chief intention cf which feems to be, to correét the falie tatte Watch 
has appeared in modern church mufic) difcover an acqaaintance 
with the hiftory and the principles of the art, which will render 


them very acccptabie to thofe who ftudy as well as practife mufic, E. 


Art. 66. The Alan of Experience, or the Adventures of Honorius, 
By Mr. Thittlethwait. 12mo. 2 vols. 6s. Boofey. 1778, 
An unmeaning, unnatural, and ill written fa.ire on mankind, L 

s A WwW. ; , 

Art. 67. A Digeft of the Laws of Engtand. Being a Continuae 
tion Of Lord Chief Baron Comtyns’s Digett, brough: cown to the 
prefent Time. By a Gentleman of the Inncr Temple. Fol, 
ri. 16s. Longman. 17-6. 

Of Lord C B. Comyns’s digett, in five vols, folio, we gave full. 
cient accounts, at the fevers] times in which the feparate publications 
of that very valuable work appeared. In this ccxtinwateon, brought 
down to the year 1776, the compiler adheres to the methed of com- 
mon-placing which the Lord C. 6. thought fic to ufe; and he de- 
clares that he has inferted nothing from any of the books publithed 
in his Lordthip’s life time; that no books have heen wfed, but fuch 
as are of good authority, and allowed to be cited in the courts; 
and that no manufecript reports have been confulted. 

SCHOOL Book, 

Art. 68. Principles of Enzitfh Grammar. By William Scott, 
Teacher in Edinburgh. ramo. 1s. Cd. 1777. Etiiot, Edinburgh; 
Richardfon and Urquhart, London. 

The chief merit of this Grammar feems to be, that it gives the 
fundamental principles of the Englifh language in a concile form, 
without mixing with them fuperfiuous ruies, or obfervations of fe- 
condary importance. This is a circumftance which will render this 
publication ufeful to thofe who are employed in teaching Englith 
grammar. E. 





S E R M ON S&S. 

}. The Neceffity and Truth of the Turee Peixcreat Reveae 
Tions Demonftrated from the Gradations of Science, and the Pro- 
grefs of the Mental Facuities, in a Sermon, preached before the 
Univerfity of Cambridge on Commencement Sunday, June 29, 
1777+ By Samuel Cooper, D. D. formerly Fellow of Magdalen 
College, now Rector of Morley and Yelverfton in Norfolk, and 

Chaplain 
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1777. Cambridge, Woodyer and Merril; and fold by Becket, 

London. ; j ee Se a 

Though the leading pofitions maintained in this difcourfe will 
admit of much debate, the origina! as well as the lideral turn of 
thought which prevails in it, entitles it to p wruicular attention. 

Dr. Cooper coniiders the progreis of knowledge through the fuc- 
ceflive aves of the world, as anslogous to its gradations in indiv‘s 
duals. in both, he conceives the proyreflion to Le firit from fenfation 
and perception to Imagination and memory; and afterwards from the 
vigorous ereriions of thete faculties, to the cool and cautious opera 
tions of reafon. From hence he infers that the f{cience of mind, 
or metaphytics, is placed on the {ummi: of human knowledge. To 
this gradual developement and advance of the human faculties, he judges 
that infinite wifcom has fuited the fuccefiive periods and progrefiive 
difcoveries of divine revelations.— In the f/f, thadowing forth himfelf, 
who is pure intelleét, to our firl parents, under vifible appearances, 
the fole objects of their faculties, and giving them the knowledge of 
the qualities and powers of fenfible objects by a fapernatural commus 
nication.—-In the /écond, adapting himiclfto the capacities of men, 
ata period when ** reafon, yet unroufed by intellect, iniftead of rif- 
‘ing to the contemplation of one fupreme caufe, was lethargized in 
poiytheifm; and by adcrefling himfelf to their fenfes, imagination 
and memory, making known~*his omnifcience, omniprefence, and 
omnipotence. —In the third, at the time when reafon had formed 
fone notion of adivine mind, of goodnefs, of wifdom, and of power, 
difcovering himfelf to the human underftanding as an Iintelle@tual 
object, or pure {pirit, and enjoining as the worthip due from man 
to his creator, an adoration in fpiric and in truth. The Chriftian 
religion, according to this view of the fubject, our Author diftin- 
guifhes by the appellazion of, the Religion of Intellect; and remarks, 
that as both its nature and genius are peculiarly adapted to that 
faculty, it is evident chat till reafon had been employed upon the 
objects of intellect, the appcarance of this revelation, would have 
been unfuitable to the ftate of mans knowledge, or the progrefs of 
fcience, In explaining the Cliritiaa fyitem upon th’s theory, he 
{ays : 

‘ The inte!leGtual fyftem of morals revealed in the gofpel admits 
no habit or action into the rol] of virtues which has not for its ob- 
ject the univerfal welfare of mankind, incependent of, and even 
contrary to, all the partial attachments to individuals, which are 
formed from the ties of blood, neighbourhood, friend{hip, opinion 
and country ; and which is not likewife divelted of all the averfions 
which flow from enmity, and every contrariety of fentiment, interelt 
and paffion. So likewife, it refufes to dignify with the name of vir- 
tue any action or habit, however unlimited as to its objeé&t, whick 
has not for its motive the hope of that happinefs which revelation 
promifes us hereafter; in oppofition to the gra:ification of all thofe 
defires (though within certain bounds innocent in themfelves) which 
arife from the conftitution of our nature, fuch as interelt, ambition, 
pleafure or fame. Though feme actions therefore, whatever their 
Motives or their objects may be, are univerfa!!y called moval, ve 

they 
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they are ufefulto mankind, from heathen fyftems alone they can af 
ferta right tothat title. For Chriltian ethics difclaim them, unleh 
they are generated from the proper motive, future happinefs, and 
directed to the proper end, univerfal good.—A {cheme of ethics which 
however, even the multitude of the learned are not perhaps yet 
fitted to receive in its utmoft purity: becaufe no fyftem fo perfeg 
was ever before offered to the human heart, nor could be fuggefted by 
the human intellect, amidft all the various fuggeilions which have 
floated upon the waves of doubiful difputation.’ 

Thofe who are not yet fitted to receive this fyftem, will probably 
be inclined to queftion its perfection, and confequently to doubt whe. 
ther it bethe fyflem of Chriftianity. They will apprehend, that it 
has too much of the appearance of refinement to (uit the fimplicity 
of the gofpel. And they will perhaps be of opinion, that a fyftem 
which fhould banith all the partial attachments of domettic life, of 
friendthip and of pairiotifm from the train of virtues, and enjoin the 
facrifice of thefe to the fuperior principle of univerfal benevolence, 
would require from men that which their prefent conititution renders 
impracticable, and would rob them of fome of the moft lovely qua- 
Jities of their nature, and fome of the fweeteft pleafures of life, 
They will alfo probably be difpofed to afk, why thofe aétions which 
are performed from a regard to future happinefs fhould be dignified 
with the name of virtue, while this appellation is refufed to thofe 
actions which are performed with the view of gratifying the natural 
cefires of intereft, ambition, pleafure or fame, fince the objeé in 
both is the fame, namely, perfonal enjoyment. 

’ The difficulties which unavoidably attend thofe fciences which im- 
mediately refpect mind, will lead many to think that Dr. Cooper has 
placed metaphyfics in a rank of importance and dignity to which 
they have no juft claim. ' 
II. Caution recommended in the Ufe and Application of Scripture Lan- 
guage. Preached July 15, 1777, in the Cathedral Church of 

Carlifle, at the Viiitation of the Right Reverend Edmund, Lord 

Bifhop of Carlifle. By William Paley, M.A. late Fellow of 

Chritt College, Cambridge, and Vicar of Daliton and St. Lawe 

rence in Appleby. 4to. 6d. White. 

An ingenious and fenfible difcourfe; but the queftion may rea- 
fonably be afked, whether ic doesnot prove too mucn? and, farther, 
whether, according to Mr. P.’s method of arguing, the greater part of 
the New Teftament may not be fuppofed to have no relation to the 
prefent times ; from whence it may not be very difficult to per- 
fuade ourfelves that we have in truth no concern with revelation. 
It cannot well be doub:ed that in fome inftances the expreflions of 
{cripture relate to the ftate of things at that time when they were 
written; but ifthe firft Chriftians were chofen, ele, adopted, &c. 
fo furely are thofe of this or any age, called by divine mercy from 
heathenifh ignorance, idolatry, and vice to the knowledge of God, the 
promifes of pardon, the hope of future happinefs, &c. which bene- 
fit and honour they may or may notimprove. If the firft Chriftians 
were an holy priefthocd, does not the fame denomination belong to 
thofe of this and every age; the gofpel obliterating the diftinction 
Of any particular order of men under the charafter of prie?s, PY cone 
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fering it On every private Chriftian, who is to prefent fpiritual of- 

ferings by the one and the only ddigh Pricf, Fefus Chriff? Such re- 

gections have arifen in our minds on peruling this fermon; which, 
though of a liberal calt, may poflibly have fome dangerous tendency, 

Should we be miltaken, it may not be amifs to propofe thefe hints; 

which we do with real deference to the abilities of the author. 

I, The Dying Chriftian’s Triumph in a Living Redeemer, at 
Athfield, Nottinghamfhire, on the Death of Matthew Butcher, 
jun. Dec. 1777- By John Barret, 8vo, Bell, near Aldgate. 

1V, Preached at Carter-Lane, Feb. 22, 1778, onthe much lJament- 
ed Death of the Reverend Mr. Edward Pickard, who departed this 
Life Feb. 10, 1778, in the 64th Year of his Age. By Thomas 
Tayler. Publifhed at the Defire of the Congregation, 8vo. 6d. 
Buckland, &c. 

A ferious and well written difcourfe on mortality; in which is 
introduced a decent and refpectful, and as far as we can judge from 
general report, a juft encomium on the character of Mr. Pickard, a 
clergyman of confiderable eminence among the difienters, 

V, Written and preached in 1750, on the Death of the late Reverend 
Dr. John Pelling, Senior Canon of Windfor, and Reétor of St. 
Ann’s, Soho, By the late Reverend Dr. Church, Afternoon Lec- 
turer of the faid Parifh; but never before publifhed. By the Re- 
verend William Scott, M A. With an elegant Copper-plate of 
the Dogtor, well known to have been a very itriking Likenefs of 
him. 8vo, 1s. Bew. 

This fermon, now publifhed at the requeft of a friend of Dr. Pel- 
ling, in refpeé&t to his memory, is a fenfible practicable difcourfe on 
the words, ** Go thou and do likewife.” It inculcates doctrines not 
the lefs important for having been preached near thirry years ago; 
and exhibits a character which deferves to be refcued from oblivion. 
—The engraving is elegant. 





VI. Liberty the Cloak of Malicioufnefs—both in the American Rebellion,” * 


and in the Manners of the Times. Preached at Old Aberdeen, Feb. 

26, 1778. Being the FAST-DAY appointed by Proclamation, &c. 

By Alexander Gerard, D. D. Profeffor of Divinity in King’s Col- 

lege. 8vo. 1s. Cadell. 

Dr. Gerard is very warm, with refpect to the Americans. —On their 
part, all is undutiful and criminal; on ours, all is fair and jult.— 
Whether things will appear exactly in the fame light in Heaven and 
In ScorLanp,—what weight either caufe will have in the f{cale of 
Diving Provipence,—and how far (fetting reafon and argument, 
and paffion and prejudice afide) we are, hereafter, to form any judge- 
ment from events,—the prefent fafhionable mode of judging,—we 
muft not now prefume to determine. Time, and that at no great 
difance, will, probably, clear up the mifts in which our underftand- 
ings feem, at prefent, bewildered. Mean while, we are forry that 
there fhould be any occafion for our recommending moderation and 
Caudor, and a more intimate acquaintance with the true principles * 
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* This is not meant in reference to the peculiar claims of Ame- 


tiga, but to thofe: general principles which are inherent in she Exz- 
bith 
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of Liserty, to the ingenious author of the Essays on Tasre, ang 
on Genius. 





—_—_—_— 


Sermons on the late General Faft, Feb. 27, 1778, continued: 
See our laft Number. 


XIII. At Peckham, in Surry. By R. Jones. 8vo. 6d, Dilly, 

Good fenfe, rational piety, anda juit conception of the.true cha- 
racter of the times, are the diftinguifhing marks of this difcourie, 
“Phat the author is a diffenter, will be apparent to all who, thal! pe. 
rufe his fermon. He has a glance or two at the (fuppofed) imper- 
feciions in the Form fir tie day ;—at the fupinenefs of men who ace 
cept any ting for a prayer to God, which their fuperiors give them; 
—and at fpiritual cignities, &c, all of which might, perhaps, have 
been fpared, without injury to the compofition. 
XIV. Ina Country Church, on the Falt Days, Dec. 13, 1776, and 

Feb. 27, 1778. 4to. 18s. White. 

In this anonymou. fermon, the author, in common with other Faft- 
day preachers, infills much on divine judgments, or public punihh- 
ments by providential afflictions ; but wherefore it is that he haswith- 
held his name, with that of the place where his difcourfe was deli- 
vered, may be matter of {peculation to fome of his readers. Perhaps 
it is a prudential omiflion, on acconnt of fome gentle ftrictures on 
the great * as well as the finaller finners of this country; but be 
this asit may, we, from certain figns and tokens infer, that he is 
not wholly unwilling to let the public underffand that they are 
obliged, for the preient performance, to the learned Archdeacon of 
St. Albans. 





t{+ Ruricora has been written to, according to his direction; 
but no anfwer having been received, it is feared the letter may, by 
fome accident, have been wrong delivered. 
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life conttitution,—the extent, and fpirit of which our anceftors well 
underitood and felt: but there are too many of their defcendants who 
faem neither to feel nor comprehend them. Let us, however, be 
careful, while we combat the do¢trines maintained by the advocates 
for the revolted colinies, lett in difputing their rights, we give up 
Our CUR, 

* The following cenfure is paffed on certain public meafures:— 
‘* Wherefore then {hould the people of this nation be confident of the di- 
vine protection? are they not rather led to confider the reluctance of the 
colonies to the fupremacy of the Britifh legiflature as a juit retribution 
for the abolition of the King’s fupremacy in a very great part of 
his Majelty’s dominions in North America! in the eye of impartial 
jultice may not their open and avowed rebellion, their bold and info- 
lent declaration of independency, be the natural and gradual refult of 
the manly refiftance of a free people fuffering under the iron rod of 
oppreflion, and bereft of their conftitutional rights? and what if con- 


fequences may very foon, perhaps at this very time, be produced in ° 


the Eaft, worn out under oppreffions, and almoft exhaufted-by rapine, 


as unexpected and important to this nation as thofe which have Jately 


{prung up in the Weitern world!” 
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